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Albanese, Catherine. America: Religions and Religion (Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 
1981).

This is an in-depth exploration of the history of religions particularly in America, 
and how culture impacts religious tradition.  
#*Albright, Madeleine.  The Mighty and the Almighty:  Reflections on America, God, and 
World Affairs (New York:  Harper Collins, 2006). 

Albright believes the U.S. will never unite the world in support of an idea that 
America has a unique relationship with God. She is dedicated to those of every


nation and faith who defend liberty, build peace, dispel ignorance, fight poverty 
and injustice.
#*Bacher, Robert and Kenneth Inskeep. Chasing Down a Rumor: The Death of Mainline Denominations (Minneapolis: Augsburg, 2005).


Although there are real concerns, the authors warn against self-fulfilling prophecy


and provide concrete ways to think about and work towards being an evangelizing church, believing that “mainline” churches have much to offer.

Barber, Benjamin, Consumed: How Markets Corrupt Children, Infantilize Adults, and 
Swallow Citizens Whole (Scranton, PA: W.W. Norton and Co., 2008)


Norton offers a vivid portrait of a market system where there are never enough 


shoppers and where the primary goal is no longer to manufacture goods but
 
needs. He cites that instead of the Protestant ethic of capitalism that encouraged 
self-restraint and self-sacrifice, we now have an ethic of consumption.

#Barndt, Joseph, Dismantling Racism: The Continuing Challenge to White America


(Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1991)


This book is designed for white people to move beyond mere shame and guilt 
towards effective action. Barndt invites readers to participate in a “conspiracy led 
by the Creator” to tear down walls of racism and build multicultural communities.
Barone, Michael. Hard American, Soft America (New York: Crown Forum, 2004).

Barone looks at American society and divides it in two: the “Hard” and the “Soft” 
sides, showing how they have impacted life in America, now and in times 
past.
*Beard, Margaret L. and Roger W. Comstock (ed). All Are Chosen: Stories of Lay Ministry and Leadership (Boston: Skinner House, 1998).

Twenty-four short stories written by lay leaders in their Unitarians Universalist

congregations all over the country, detailing in compelling ways how they began to develop their interest and skills in helping lead in their church’s ministries.  

*#Bellah, Robert. The Broken Covenant (New York: Seabury Press, 1975).

Bellah discusses the crisis of faith in America in 1975; as he examines the Civil 
Religion and offers hope for the future of America.
#Bellah and Hammond. Varieties of Civil Religion (SanFrancisco: Harper&Row, 1980).

This book looks at American Civil Religion in comparison with other civil 
religions, and offers a critical examination of the development of the American 
Civil Religion.
Berger, Peter L. (ed), The Descecularization of the World: Resurgent Religion and World 
Politics (Grand Rapids: Eerdman, 1999).


This is a compilation of essays exploring the relationship between religion and 
politics in the global scene.  

#Bliese, Richard H. and Craig Van Gelder. The Evangelizing Church: A Lutheran Contribution. (Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2005).


A collection of significant voices clearly saying that being evangelical and being Lutheran are not antithetical. Contrasting the popular media use of the word, “evangelical” here is focused on the cross, Christ alone, grace alone, faith alone, worship, catechesis, ministry of the baptized, and God’s call to forgiveness.

#*Bloomquist, Karen L., ed., Being the Church in the Midst of Empire: Trinitarian Reflections. (Minneapolis: Lutheran University Press, 2007).


LWF International authors say that the church, often complicit with the dynamics of empire, needs to critique and embody alternatives especially in and through communities of faith.

#*Bloomquist, Karen (ed.), Communion, Responsibility, Accountability: Responding as a 
Lutheran Communion to Neoliberal Globalization (Lutheran World Federation,  
2004).

The book explores challenges to the world  because of economic globalization 
and offers theological, pastoral, and ethical reflections on these challenges.
Boyd, Gregory A., The Myth of A Christian Nation: How the Quest for Political Power is 
Destroying the Church (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2005).


This Evangelical pastor says that a significant segment of American 
evangelicalism is guilty of nationalistic and political idolatry and that this harmful 
illusion means Christians lose their real sense of mission.
#Brooks, David.  On Paradise Drive:  How We Live Now (and Always Have) in the 
Future Tense (New York: Simon and Schuster, 2004).


Written by a conservative columnist, this book looks at American culture and how 
it shapes who we are today and who we will be in the future.

#Carter, Jimmy.  Our Endangered Values (New York: Simon and Schuster, 2005).

Carte considers of moral values as they relate to the important issues of the day. 
He puts forth a passionate defense of separation of church and state, contrasting 
his own Southern Baptist roots with the rise of religious political fundamentalism.

#Carter, Stephen L. God’s Name in Vain: The Wrongs and Rights of Religion in Politics 
(New York: Basis Books, 2000.)

Carter argues that there is nothing wrong, and much right, with the robust 
participation of the nation’s many religious voices in debates over public matters.  
At its best, religion offers a prophetic voice, and its worst, it can become partisan.  

#Cherry, Conrad, God’s New Israel: Religious Interpretations of American Destiny 
(Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1971).
             Cherry wrote that American exceptionalism has transcended church or creed. The 
focus of American sacred ceremonies, presidential inaugural addresses, often 
presented the sacred scriptures of the civil religion. 
#*Church, Forrest, The Separation of Church and State: Writings on a Fundamental 
Freedom by America’s Founders (Boston: Beacon Press, 2004).


The dramatic debate over church-state separation unfolds through actual 18th and 
early 19th century documents, introduced effectively by Dr. Church.  A good read.
Cobb, John, Jr. ed., Progressive Christians Speak: A Different Voice on Faith and 
Politics (Louisville: WJK, 2003).

This is an updated and enlarged edition of Cobb’s Speaking of Religion and 
Politics
Cobb, John Jr., ed. Speaking of Religion and Politics: The Progressive Church Tackles 
Hot Topics (Claremont, CA: Pinch Publications, 2000).

This is a call for mainline churches and ecumenical bodies to take a strong stand 
on issues of justice. Topics include, “Religion and the Public Schools,” “Crime 
and the Penal System,” “Environmentalism,” and “Same-Gender Unions.”
#Danforth, John.  Faith and Politics (Viking, 2006).


A republican statesman and Episcopal priest believes God’s trust is expansive 
enough for conflicting opinions and that an indispensable requirement for 
ministry is reconciliation. God cannot be forced into people’s agendas. 
Dark, David. The Gospel According to America (Louisville: Westminster John Knox 
Press, 2005).

This is a look at “American” culture and the culture (kingdom) of God, addressing 
the question of what it means to be Christian and American in this particular point 
in human time and history.
#de Tocqueville, Alex, Democracy in America, abridged by Richard D. Heffner (New      
York: The New American Library, 1956).
This book is an abridged edition of the great classic of de Tocqueville’s survey of the government, culture, literature and attitudes of democratic America.
#Diehl, William. The Monday Connection (HarperSanFrancisco:1993).

Diehl draws the reader into thinking about how one can be faithful beyond 
Sunday morning, living one’s faith in meaningful ways throughout the week. 
Dinsmore, Julia, A First-Person Look at Poverty. (Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2007).


This book provides a contemporary view of poverty, an easily neglected topic.

#Downs, Hugh. My America: What My Country Means to Me, by 150 Americans from all 
Walks of Life (New York: Simon and Schuste, 2002).

150 Americans offer their own thoughts on what America means to them.

#Eck, Diana L. A New Religious America: How a “Christian Country” Has Become the 
World’s Most Religiously Diverse Nation (San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 
2001).

Eck takes the reader on a journey to discover what it looks and feels like to be 
Hindu, Buddhist, Muslim and to be American at the same time.  “Main Street 
religion” no longer means being only a Christian in the United States.

Egerton, John, The Americanization of Dixie: The Southernization of America. (New York: Harper and Row, 1974).


The particular civil religion of the South later pervaded the entire nation.
*Evans, Christopher and William Herzog. The Faith of Fifty Million: Baseball, Religion 
and the American Culture (Louisville: Westminster, 2002).

This book presents the image of American baseball as America’s civil religion.  A 
collection of essays on the search for the American dream.

#Everist, Norma Cook. Open the Doors and See All the People (Minneapolis: Augsburg 
Fortress, 2004).

These stories of congregations across the regions of the ELCA through questions 
invite readers to explore their own congregation’s identity and vocation.  “Here’s 
the Steeple” refers both to church steeples and to other cultural “steeples.” 
#Everist, Norma Cook. The Paradox of Pluralism: A Sociological, Ethical and 
Ecclesiological Perspective of the Church’s Vocation in the Public World 
(Dubuque: Unpublished doctoral dissertation, 1988. Wartburg Seminary Library).

In a time of incohesive social systems and religious uncertainty, people 
experience a bondage of choice. American civil religion presents an 
inadequate systematic theology and an exclusive ecclesiology. Xenophobia 
threatens. The Church’s vocation reaches to the public world. By strengthening


specific faith community, rather than diluting them, healthy pluralism is possible.
*#Everist, Norma Cook and Nelvin Vos. Where in the World Are You? Connecting Faith 
and Daily Life. (Bethesda, MD: Alban Institute, 1996).

This book starts where people are, facing issues of commitment, doubt, stress and
 
power. As a congregational resource, it provides questions and strategies for 
living faithfully in the world as the priesthood of all believers. 
#Faludi, Susan, Terror Dream: Fear and Fantasy in Post-9/11 America. (New York: Metropolitan Books, 2007).


Faludi, a researcher and journalist, sheds light on a basic American theme of fear of assault on traditional “manhood,” marriage and materinity, leading to an overreaction militarily.
#Federer, William, America’s God and Country: Encyclopedia of Quotations (St. Louis: William J. Federer, Inc, 2000)


One man’s selection of quotes (845pp.) he says highlight America’s “noble heritage” from presidents, statesmen, scientists, constitutions and court decisions.
#Finke, Roger and Rodney Stark. The Churching of America 1776-1990: Winners and 
Losers in Our Religious Economy (New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 
1992).

This book examines an historical look at church bodies’ growth and demise.
Frank, Thomas. One Market Under God:  Market Extreme Capitalism, Market 
Populism, and the End of Economic Democracy (New York: Doubleday, 2000).

Through recent history and social theory, he views the class system in America, 
seeing the assaults on institutions and pretension of the new capitalist order

#Frank, Thomas. What’s the Matter with Kansas? (New York: Henry Holt, 2004).

This is a thorough look at the cultural right through an examination of one state.
#Freundlich, Peter, (ed). Charles Kuralt’s American Moments (New York: Simon and 
Schuster, 1998).

Shortly before he died, journalist Charles Kuralt was working on a series of short 
television essays to be called, “An American Moment with Charles Kuralt.”  This 
collection explores “the people, places, and ideas that define the national spirit.”
#Friedman, Thomas L.  The World Is Flat: A Brief History of the Twenty-First Century 
(Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 2005).


This is exceptional book that demystifies globalization in all its negative and 
positive complexities.  He writes that the “flattening” of the globe in supplying 
services and manufacturing has produced a world too small and too fast for 
political systems to adjust.

*Frontline. The Persuaders (video) (PBS, 2004).

This video examines the issue of the goal of persuading people to consume.

#Garreau, Joel. Edge City: Life on the New Frontier (New York: Anchor Books, 1991).
Garreau noted that every metropolis that is growing is doing so by sprouting 
strange, new kinds of places: Edge Cities. Garreau explores "who we are, how we 
got that way, where we're headed, and what we value."

#Garreau,  Joel. The Nine Nations of North America (New York: Avon, 1981).

This is a fascinating view of the diverse regions of the United States (with some 
parallels to the nine regions of the ELCA).
Geyer, Alan. Ideology in America: Challenges to Faith (Louisville: Westminster John 
Knox Press, 1997).

Geyer argues that ideology is necessary and outlines how we might pursue a 
renewal of ideology in light of the Christian faith.
#Gibson, John, The War on Christmas: How the Liberal Plot to Ban the Sacred Christian 
Holiday is Worse Than You Thought (New York: Sentinel, 2005).


Gibson, a conservative news reporter, details what he believes to be a coordinated 
effort to eliminate Christmas symbols in nation “overwhelmingly Christian.”
#Gilbert, Richard, How Much Do We Deserve? An Inquiry into Distributive Justice. (Boston: Skinner House, 2001).

The book questions deep values concerning acquisition and justice. A provocative book with which motivates in concrete ways.
Goldberg, Danny, Victor Goldberg, and Robert Greenwald. It’s A Free Country: 
Personal Freedom in America after September 11 (New York: Thunder’s Mouth 
Press/Nation Books, 2003).

The authors offer a spectrum of voices addressing concerns relating to civil 
liberties in America following 9/11 and the establishment of the Patriot Act.
#*Goff, Philip and Paul Harvey, ed., Themes in Religion and American Culture. (Chapel 
Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2004).

Arranged topically. e.g. “Theologies,” “Cosmology,” “Race,” “Economy,” history 
unfolds under each theme from Precolonial Era to Modern America. A 
fascinating, illuminating book. 
Gore, Al, The Assault on Reason (New York: Penguin, 2007).


Gore writes how the politics of fear, secrecy and blind faith create an environment 

hostile to reason.
*Grande, Nelson, Lending Your Leadership: How Pastors are Redefining Their Role in Community Life. (Herndon: The Alban Institute, 2006).


Grande provides new approaches for pastoral leadership in the public sphere.

Hamburger, Philip. Separation of Church and State (Cambridge MA: Harvard University 
Press, 2002).

This is a detailed account of the history of the first amendment; specifically 
dealing with how the concept of the separation of the church and state was 
established and how it has been viewed throughout American history.

#Hanson, Mark S.  Faithful Yet Changing: The Church in Challenging Times 
(Minneapolis: Augsburg, 2002).
Bishop Hanson shares his vision for the ELCA as a church that is witnessing, 
worshiping, engaging, equipping, inviting, connecting, changing, and praying.

#Hedges, Chris, American Fascists: The Christian Right and the War on America (New 
York: Free Press, 2006).

Hedges documents and reflects on what he believes is the bigotry, homophobia 
and fanaticism that create present danger in a fragile republic.

Hendershot, Heather. Shaking the World for Jesus: Media and Conservative Evangelical 
Culture (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2004).

This is a search to understand the true spiritual and political agendas and the 
religious right and the means to advance them.  He presents arguments to temper 
their message to garner a wider audience.

#Hewitt, Hugh, Searching For God in America (Dallas: Word, 1996).

The book contains conversations with eight contemporary spiritual leaders plus biographies. 
Heyward, Carter, Saving Jesus From Those Who are Right. (Minneapolis: Fortress, 1999).


Heyward, a liberal, presents a provocative book on what is needed within the 


Christian church and for the church’s witness in the world.

Hooks, Bell. All About Love: New Visions (New York: HarperCollins, 2000).

This is a well-written book, applicable to leader in how they can move beyond 
obsession with power and domination to being able to love the people among 
whom they serve.
*Hooks, Bell. Where We Stand: Class Matters (New York: Routledge Press, 2000).

This author’s reflections on issues of class, race, and gender, is written in a 
narrative style rather than in an academic style.  
#Housden, Roger. Sacred America: The Emerging Spirit of the People (New York: 
Simon and Schuster, 1999).

Housden, who is English, believes that the United States is among “the most 
creative and spiritually vibrant cultures on earth.”
#Howe, Brian and Alan Nichols, editors. Spirit of Australia: Religion in Citizenship and 
National Life (Hindmarsh: Australian Theological Forum, 2001).

This collection of essays, compiled as Australia marked the centenary of its 
federation, explores the role of religion in Australian national life and citizenship.
# Ifill, Gwen, The Break Through: Politics and Race in the Age of Obama (New York: Doubleday, 2009). 

Through profiles of prominent leaders, Ifill traces how the black political structure formed during the civil rights movement has produced a generation of men and women who are the direct beneficiaries of the struggled of the 1960's.

*Jewett, Robert and John Shelton Lawrence, Captain America and the Crusade Against 
Evil: The Dilemma of Zealous Nationalism (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2003).

This is a cultural and religious analysis of civil religion as seen in America, with 
striking parallels to Islamic jihad and Israeli militancy.

*Jones, Donald and Russell Richey, ed. American Civil Religion (San Francisco: Mellen 
Research University Press, 1990).

Here is a collection of essays on the phenomenon of American civil religion, its 
history and characteristics. 
#Koester, Nancy, A History of Christianity in the United States. (Minneapolis: Fortress, 2007).


This is a readable overview of two dramas unfolding simultaneously: the Reformation and European expansion in the Americas, showing the roots of American civil religion, for example, the revolution as a “religious” event.

#*Kozol, Jonathan, The Shame of the Nation: The Restoration of Apartheid Schooling in America. (New York: Three Rivers Press, 2005).


Kozol documents how in the past few decades this nation has moved backwards
            in its goal for full integration and quality education for all. Schools are more 


segregated now than at any time since 1968. 

#*Kuo, David, Tempting Faith. (New York: Simon and Schuster Free Press, 2006).


Kuo, a “compassionate conservative,” details and is disappointed in those who 
manipulated genuine faith for political purposes.
#Lakoff, George. Don’t Think of an Elephant: Know Your Values and Frame the Debate 
(White River Junction, VT: Chelsea Green Publishing, 2004).

This book (progressive) explains the use of the “family” metaphors of current 
national debate, and provides skill in learning how to frame one’s ideas for public 
voice.

#Learner, Michael, The Left Hand of God: Healing America’s Political and Spiritual Crisis. (San Francisco: Harper, 2006).


Learner calls for progressives to claim their role in bringing faith into the 


political dialog in order to meet the spiritual crises in people’s daily lives.

*Lee, Hak Joon, We Will Get to the Promised Land: Martin Luther King Jr.’s, Communal-Political Spirituality. (Cleveland: Pilgrim Press).


Lee’s book explores King’s use of “promised land” imagery and his call for an inclusive “beloved community” and commitment to a “world house” without the use of violence.  King saw the contradiction within the soul of America between a creed of US supremacy and work for people of color in the world. 

#Maeker, Nancy and Peter Rogness, Ending Poverty: A 20/20 Vision. (Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2006).


The authors present practical strategies for personally and communally not only


understanding the issues of poverty but working to deal with them.

#Mansfield, Stephen, The Faith of George W. Bush. (New York: Penguin, 2003).


The author describes the values and belief systems that shape Bush’s


private life and inform his political decisions.
Marty, Martin. The One and the Many: America’s Struggle for the Common Good 
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1997).

A world-renowned authority on religion and ethics in America, Martin Marty 
gives a judicious account of how the body politic has been torn between the 
imperative of one people, one voice, and the separate urgings of distinct 
identities--racial, ethnic, religious, gendered, ideological, economic.
#*Marty, Martin E. with Jonathan Moore. Politics, Religion, and the Common Good: 
Advancing a Distinctly American Conversation About Religion’s Role in Our 
Shared Llife (San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers, 2000).

Marty and Moore explore public religion and the common good, the individual 
citizen, formed and mobilized by faith, the political power of traditional 
institutions, and the flourishing of religious special-interest groups. The authors 
invite all religious people to join the political conversation.

McDougall, Walter A., Promised Land, Crusader State. (New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1997).

#McLean, Stuart. Welcome Home: Travels in Smalltown Canada (New York: Penguin 
Books, 1993).

McLean provides a travel log to a journey to explore life present and past in 
Canada. It is a helpful way to think about entering a specific place and context.
#Meacham, Jon.  American Gospel (New York: Random House, 2006).


Meacham sees the positive side of ACR saying that belief in God is central to the 
country’s experience and shapes the nation without strangling it. “The God who  
is spoken of and called on and prayed to in the public sphere is an essential 
character in the American drama.”
#*Moe-Lobeda, Cynthia D., Public Church: For the Life of the World. (Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2004).


The book explores Lutheran tenets that help people move away from a privatized


faith into the public world with voice and action. 

#Moore, Diane L., Overcoming Religious Illiteracy. (New York: Macmillan, 2007).


Moore argues that although the United States is one of the most religiously diverse nations in the world, most Americans are woefully ignorant of the tenets of the world’s major religions. She shows how to appropriately incorporate study about religions into the schools in a way that enhances democratic discourse.
#*Muller-Fahrenholz, Geiko, America’s Battle for God: A European Christian Looks at Civil Religion. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2007).


This European theologian’s perspective on American civil religion notes the failure of some Christians to clearly distinguish loyalty to God and loyalty to country. He poses important challenges in regard to super power and humility.
Murphy, Cullen, Are We Rome: The Fall of An Empire and the Fate of America. (New York: Houghton Mifflin, 2007)

Murphy presents a lively review of the Roman republic and the issue of empire and asks, “Are we Rome?? 

#Nessan, Craig L. Many Members Yet One Body: Committed Same-Gender Relationships 
and the Mission of the Church (Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2004).

This book is more than just a “study” of the same-gender issues facing the church 
today.  Nessan explores the various hermeneutics involved in moral deliberation, 
what are penultimate and ultimate issues, and how we can be a church that is 
composed of different voices and yet be united in Christ.

Neuhaus, Richard John and Michael Cromartie, editors. Piety and Politics: Evangelicals 
and Fundamentalists Confront the World (Washington: Ethics and Policy Center, 
1987).
This collection explores the historical development and theological 
understandings of evangelicals and fundamentalists.  Contributors include George 
Will, William Buckley, Harvey Cox, and Martin Marty.
Neusner, Jacob ed, God’s Rule: The Politics of World Religions (Washington, D.C.: 
Georgetown University Press, 2003).

A collection of writers present a basic picture of the political vision of the 
World’s great literate religions: Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, 
Confucianism, and Buddhism.

#Niebuhr, H. Richard, The Kingdom of God in America (Chicago: Willett, Clark & Col, 
1937).

A classic work presenting this renowned theologian’s perceptions.
Noll, Mark, The Old Religions in a New World. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2002).

#Obama, Barack, The Audacity of Hope: Thoughts on Reclaiming the American Dream. (New York: Crown Publishers, 2006).


Obama, writer and professor of constitutional law as well as politician and community organizer, writes about the American dream, with chapters on race and faith.

*Pahl, John. Shopping Malls and Other Sacred Spaces: Putting God in Place (Grand 
Rapids: Brazos Press, 2003).

Pahl explores the importance of space in American history, culture, and theology.  
Chapters include:  Does God wear clothes? Seeking Sacred Places. The Shopping 
Mall as 'Stairway to Heaven,' Leading Nowhere. Worshiping the Golden Mouse: 
Walt Disney and American Civil Religion.

Peter, Rebecca Todd, In Search of the Good Life: The Ethics of Globalization. (New York: Continuum, 2004).


An important examination of the effects of globalization and in people and nations can play a responsible role in helping all people attain a “good life.”

#Peterson, Peter G. Running on Empty (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2004).
           A look at America’s fiscal deterioration; the author is former chair of the Fedearl 
Reserve Bank of New York.
#*Phillips, Kevin.  American Theocracy (Viking, 2006).


Phillips explores the history of theocracy in the U.S. and points out the dangers of 
equating politics and a particular religious view. For centuries Americans have 



believed themselves special. This national exceptionalism creates a false illusion 


about itself as a nation and inadequate understanding of other nations.

Pipes, Kasey S., Ike’s Final Battle: The Road to Little Rock and the Challenge of Equality. (New York: World Ahead Books, 2007).


Pipes describes the internal and external struggle of Eisenhower in favoring racial integration but wanting a gradual approach, culminating with the Little Rock 9.
#Pohl, Christian D., Making Room: Recovering Hospitality as a Christian Tradition. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999).


Pohl uses biblical and theological foundations to explore contemporary faith

communities that move beyond fear to welcoming the stranger.  

Porter, J. M., ed., Luther: Selected Political Writings. (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1974).


This is a helpful little book drawing on words of Luther for that political time.

*Prothero, Stephen, Religious Literacy: What Every American Needs to Know—And Doesn’t. (San Francisco: HarperSan Francisco, 2007).


This book has gained prominence in the ongoing questions of the place of the Bible in public education.

#Pui-lan, Kwok, Don H. Compier and Joerg Rieger, eds., Empire and the Christian Tradition: New Readings of Classical Theologians. (Minneapolis: Fortress, 2007).


The authors say that the radically altered situation today in religion, politics and global communication, post-modern and post-colonial, necessitates a rereading of Christianity’s classical sources

#*Reiger, Joerg, Christian Empire: From Paul to Post Colonial Times. (Minneapolis: Fortress, 2007).


This large volume explores the history of empire, showing that Christianity


has been shaped in colonialist term. 

#Ritter, Scott, Waging Peace.

*Rouner, Leroy. To Be at Home: Christianity, Civil Religion and World Community 
(Boston: Beacon, 1991).

Asking the question, “What contribution can Christianity make to a world 
community where people of different religion and cultures can be at home?” this 
book includes a specific chapter on American civil religion.  Written right after 
the fall of the Berlin Wall.

#Sample, Tex. U.S. Lifestyles and Mainline Churches (Louisville: WJK, 1990).

This is an examination of the Cultural Left, Center and Right and ways for 
churches to “reach” them.  A different way of looking at class in America.

Scott, Peter and William Cavanaugh. Political Theology (Malden, MA: Blackwell 
Publishing, 2004).
 
Here is an extensive resource with essays discussing political theology in 
scripture, the traditions, constructive political theology and movements 

Schultze, Quentin J. Christianity and the Mass Media: Toward a Democratic 
Accommodation (East Lansing: Michigan State University Press, 2003).

This is study of the disputes among churches, para-church ministries and the 
media, 
demonstrating how religion and the media have borrowed each other’s 
rhetoric, and help keep each other honest.
#Sharma, Arvind, ed., Religion in a Secular City: Essays in Honor of Harvey Cox, 
(Harrisburg PA: Trinity Press International, 2001).

This is a collection of 20 essays, some focusing on the life of Harvey Cox and 
others drawing on Cox’s ideas such as: interreligious dialogue, grassroots 
theology, and religion and secularization.
Sheffer, Martin S., God Verses Caesar: Belief, Worship, and Proselytizing under the First Amendment. (New York: State University of New York, 1999).

Smiley, Tavis, forward, Covenant with Black America. (Chicago: Third World Press, 2006).


This book presents a helpful way to understand, address, and do something specifically about inequality in this country, individually and communally.

Smith, Anthony, Chosen Peoples: Sacred Sources of National Identity. (New York: Oxford University Press, 2002).


Throughout history and in to the current globalized world, national identity


continues to frequently be based on sacred sources. Smith deals with such subjects as “election,” “covenant,” and “sacred homeland.” 

#Smith, Christian and Melinda Lundquist Denton. Soul Searching: The Religious and 
Spiritual Lives of American Teenagers (New York: Oxford University Press, Inc., 
2005).

This book is helpful for anyone seeking more understanding about youth and their 
spiritual life. This book relates to American civil religion as a component of this 
spiritual life.
Snay, Mitchell, The Gospel Disunion. (Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina 
Press, 1993). 

Snay examines both confederate and federal sermons. “God’s New Israel” was a 
theme common among southerners. After the war “a new Gospel was being 
compiled.”

Sowell, Thomas, The Vision of the Anointed: Self Congratulation as a Basis for Social 
Policy (New York: Harper BasicBooks, 1995).

This is a critique of the social policies of the past 30 years. He faults the 
“anointed” (progressives and liberals) for destroying the family, education, for
“crime” and “disintegration” through insistence on being “politically correct.”

#Stark, Rodney and Roger Finke, The Churching of America 1776-1990. (New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1993).

#Steinhorn, Leonard and Barbara Diggs-Brown. The Color of Our Skin: The Illusion of 
Integration and the Reality of Race (New York: Dutton, 1999).

Among the signs of progress, this book explores the gap between attitudes and 
behavior, perception and reality in regard to the racial divide in the United States.

Stevens, R. Paul, Doing God’s Business. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2006).
*#Stumme, John R. and Robert W. Tuttle, editors. Church & State: Lutheran 
Perspectives (Minneapolis: Fortress, 2003).

This collection of essays investigates the meaning of religion in public life for 
Working from
Lutheran traditions, the authors explore the deeper legal, moral, 
and religious questions at issue in the debate.
#*Taylor, Mark Lewis.  Religion, Politics, and the Christian Right (Minneapolis: 
Augsburg Fortress, 2005).


Princeton theologian Mark Taylor analyzes right-wing Christian movements in 
the United States amid the powers of religion, politics, empire, and corporate 
classes in post-9/11 USA.
#Ting, K.H., God is Love. (Colorado Springs: Cook Communications, 2004).


Bishop Ting, a leading voice in the Christian church in China, presents the essence of the faith over his long lifetime of discerning mission in his context. 
Thomas, Cal and Ed Dobson. Blinded by Might (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1999).

The authors call for Christians to engage in the political process, not through 
political causes, but through a Christian life in the home and workplace.

*Toulouse, Mark, God in Public: Four Ways American Christianity and Public Life Relate. (Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2006).

Toulouse writes about six dimensions of the intersections of Christianity and 
public religion: ritual, myth, doctrine, ethics, social institutions or communities 
and experience. He describes images and icons, such as the great seal of the U.S. 
Vance, Norman, in Religion Southern Style. (Anderson: National Association of Baptist Professors of Religion, 1980).

#Via, Dan, Divine Justice, Divine Judgment: Rethinking the Judgment of a Nation. (Minneapolis: Fortress, 2007).

Vivian, Octavia, The Story of Coretta Scott King, Commemorative Edition. (Minneapolis: Fortress, 2006).


This book, written near the time of King’s death, describes not only her life but


the beliefs which shaped her life and work.

#*Wallis, Jim.  God’s Politics: Why the Right Gets It Wrong and the Left Doesn’t Get It 
(New York: HarperCollins, 2005). 

Wallis proposes a new form of politics, that of God, where all people, whether 
from the left or the right or somewhere in-between, work together for the 
transformation of society.

Wallis, Jim, The Great Awakening: Reviving Faith and Poliltics in a Post-Religious Right 
America (New York: Harper One, 2008).

Wallis pronounces and urges the demise of the dominance of the Religious Right. 
He traces religious faith as a driving force in great national reforms.

#Wallis, Jim.  The Soul of Politics: Beyond “Religious Right” and “Secular Left” 
(SanDiego: Harcourt Brace & Company, 1995).

He analyzes of the failures of the right and the left, and a call for a reintegration of 
politics and spiritually that will offer a new vision of how things could be.
#Wartburg Seminary. “Forming an Evangelizing People” (Booklet), (Dubuque: 
Wartburg Seminary, 2005).

Twenty people from the larger Wartburg community respond to 2003 the ELCA 
Evangelism Strategy. The brief essays offer approaches to evangelism and 
challenges for the future.
Weber, Theodore T. Politics in the Order of Salvation: Transforming Wesleyan Political 
Ethics (Nashville: Kingswood Books [an imprint of Abingdon], 2001).
This comprehensive work calls for the recovering and developing the 
concept of political vocation of all humankind within Wesleyan theology itself.

#Wee, Paul, American Destiny and the Calling of the Church. (Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2006).


The author builds the case for 

Wilson, Charles Reagan, Baptized in Blood: The Religion of the Lost Cause 1868-1920. (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1980).

  
A southern historian Charles Reagan Wilson details the foundations of “the lost cause” southern civic religion, post Civil War theology that reconciled defeat with the will of God and Confederate righteousness.
Wise, Tim. White Like Me: Reflections on Race From a Privileged Son (Routledge 
Falmer, 2005).

The book discusses how racial privilege plays a part in the lives of most white 
Americans, showing the breadth and depth of the phenomenon within 
education, employment, housing, criminal justice, and healthcare.
Wogaman, J. Philip. Christian Perspectives on Politics (Louisville: Westminster John 
Knox Press, 2000).

This book explores the intersection of Christian ethics and American politics.
#*Zakaria, Fareed, The Post-American World (New York and London: Norton, 2008)

Zakaria explores not the decline of America but the “rise of everyone else” 


and America’s place, power and purpose in the globe today.

#*Zehr, Howard, Restorative Justice. (Intercourse: Good Books, 2002).


This book describes importance of variations of restorative justice.

Zimmerman, Jonathan. Whose America: Culture Wars in the Public Schools. (Boston: Harvard, 2002)

This examines the conflicts over what is taught in the public school system.  
The book both looks back at divisive issues throughout the 20th century and looks 
at the present day issues causing conflict.  
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