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Dr. Norma Cook Everist

A study of the minister as teacher and the theological task of education in the Christian learning community.

Objectives:

1. To understand and appreciate education in the community and the nature of the teaching/learning                   relationship.

2.  To develop approaches and resources for use now and in the future.

3.  To learn about the people among whom we minister that we might enable them fully to be the unique,    spirit-filled community that teaches and learns from one another.

4.  To reflect on the way each of us personally learns and teaches in various peer and authority relationships and to expand our teaching styles in order to gain skill and confidence in oneself as teacher.

Procedures:

The class will meet as a whole two hours a week.  Practicum groups will meet for one hour weekly to lead and participate in a variety of learning styles, seeking congruence of method and bible or confirmation content.
Evaluation:

Evaluation will be based on class participation, on skill growth, on written evidence of understanding and syntheses of readings and on preparation of written assignments.

Attendance:

Because learning does not happen in a vacuum, but in a learning community, part of the content of the learning for each person is the presence of one another.  Therefore, regular attendance, keeping a commitment to one another, is crucial.

Fieldwork:

Students will be engaged in a fieldwork experience.  The student will arrange for a fieldwork site and be responsible to a pastor, teacher, or other professional as appropriate.  Many students are already doing such volunteer work in the community and area churches; this could become one’s field work site.
Fieldwork may involve actual teaching, observation, or teacher training.  A fieldwork site should be selected and arranged by September 17.  A fieldwork report is due December 8.
Journal:

Students will record reflections in any one of many styles of a journal.  The journal provides an opportunity for integration of fieldwork, readings, past and present experience, and mutual learning from lectures and discussion. Students will share excerpts from the journal in the practicum group. 

Written Assignments:

A detailed explanation for writing the assignments will be given in class.

Due dates appear on the syllabus attached.

Bibliography:

The course book will be Norma Cook Everist, The Church as Learning Community. The extended bibliography, arranged by section to correspond with the syllabus, is attached.  Students are encouraged to purchase some of these books for use, not only in this class, but as a way to build their own professional library for use in the congregation.  Students are to read in at least one book from each section.  Students will hand in a “Review of Readings” at the end of the semester and share in class excerpts from this review.
Exam:

Students will be accountable to themselves for class learning.  They will also show accountability to one another through a group exam on the final day of class.  This will be in lieu of an individual exam.  

Time:

Expectations for Educational Ministry are nine hours per week including three hours in class, plus six hours for field work, reading and writing assignments.

Pastoral Practices

In this course we hope to foster especially the following pastoral practices:
The Practice of Evangelical Listening and Speaking the Faith to Others

The Practice of Being Rooted in the Gospel

The Practice of Collegiality

The Practice of Biblical and Theological Wisdom

The Practice of Sensitivity to Cross-Cultural and Global Dimensions

The Practice of Curiosity

Wartburg Theological Seminary Disability Policy:
It is Seminary policy to provide, on a flexible and individualized basis, reasonable accommodations to students who have documented disability conditions that may affect their ability to participate in course activities or to meet course requirements. Students are responsible for informing their instructor of any documented disability by the end of the first week of class or upon subsequent diagnosis. Documentation on disability conditions is to be kept on file with the Dean of Students office.
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Week 1

M
9/8

Mutual Ministry of Teaching and Learning.






Curriculum as God and God's People in This Time and Place 


W
9/10 
Creating and Sustaining Trustworthy Learning Environments 
Week 2  
M
9/15
The Parish as Learning Community  





DUE Sept. 15:  Orally in class: Analysis of Two Learning Environments


W
9/17
Learning Methods: A Theological Approach






DUE Sept. 17: Fieldwork Learning Contract

Week 3 
M
9/22
Faith Development in the Adult Life Cycle


 
W
9/24
Educational Ministry with Adults

Week 4 
M
9/29
Baptismal Ministry and Faith Development during Childhood






DUE in class September 29: Observation of an Adult (3-5pp.)




W
10/1
Use of the Bible with Children and Youth
Week 5 
M
10/6
Guest: Rev. Burton Everist, “Using Media Resourcefully”





DUE October 8:  Observation of a Child (3-5 pp.)



W
10/8
Learning Objectives

                                         Development of biblical texts for different age levels
Week 6       M    10/13     Research and Study Days

      W
10/15
Session Planning

Week 7 
M
10/20
Confirmation Ministry: Heritage, Gift and Challenge 






DUE in class October 20: Two Session Plans using the same Biblical text for                                             two different age groups     


W
10/22
The Content of Confirmation Ministry
Week 8 
M
10/27     The Congregation as Confirming Community: Formation for Discipleship


W
10/29
Guest: Kris Stache, Center for Youth Ministries

Week 9

M
11/3
Catechesis: Youth and Adult


W
11/5
Learning Leads to Mission Leads to Learning
Week l0
M
11/10
Education for Vocation: Making the Connections







W
11/12
Our "Other Faith": American Civil Religion





DUE in Class November 12 A Model of Confirmation Ministry
Week 11  
M
11/17
Guest: Beth Lewis, CEO Augsburg Fortress Publishing


W
11/19
Parish Education in a Public World
Week 12
M
11/24
Peer Review of Curriculum Resources





DUE in class November 24: ORAL Review of Curriculum Resources
                  W
11/26
Thanksgiving Break
Week l3  
M
12/1
Equipping People for Their Teaching Task; Planning and Leading



W
12/3
The Many Educational Ministries of the Church: Locally and Churchwide





Due in Class December 3: Review of Readings

Week l4  
M
12/8
Review of Course and Review of Readings (student led)





DUE Dec. 8: Field Work Report (2‑3 pages)



W
12/10
Group Exam

BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR EDUCATIONAL MINISTRY, Fall 2008
Course Book:

Norma Cook Everist, The Church As Learning Community, Abingdon.


Also: Our Calling in Education, ELCA Social Statement 

Please select at least one book from each of the following areas:

(Mutual accountability is shown through assignments, journal, class discussion, and the review of readings)

Religious Education, Learning Community and Mission: (Select at least two from this large category)
1. Norma Cook Everist, editor, Christian Education as Evangelism, Fortress

ELCA and ELCIC professors of Christian education have written about the vital connection between learning and mission. 
2. Maria Harris, Fashion Me a People: Curriculum in the Church, Westminster/John Knox


A helpful overall approach for developing a congregation's curriculum through attention to context, vocation and planning.  A classic book.
3. Jack Seymour, Margaret Ann Crain, and Joseph Crockett, Educating Christians: The Intersection of Meaning, Learning and Vocation, Abingdon


          A provocative exploration of community as formation for vocation
4. Charles R. Foster, Educating Congregations, Abingdon


An alternative vision of Christian education, attentive to the whole life of the congregation
5. Richard Robert Osmer, The Teaching Ministry of Congregations, Westminster John Knox


A thorough exploration of Christian education using St. Paul’s catechesis, exhortation and discernment in theory and through three global case studies

6. Thomas Groome, Christian Religious Education, Harper and Row

           A classic, comprehensive view of the purpose of Christian Education and education as shared praxis
Other:

James Michael Lee, Forging a Better Religious Education in the Third Millennium, REP


A collection of prophetic voices from various major faiths.

Charles Melchert, Wise Teaching, Trinity Press  


An engaging book that weaves together biblical scholarship and educational theory.

Richard Robert Osmer, A Teachable Spirit, WJK


A call for recovery of the recovery of the authentic teaching office of the Church

Thomas Groome, Educating for Life, Thomas Moore

         A comprehensive book on a Catholic-inspired contribution to the philosophy of education
METHODOLOGY
1. Richard Robert Osmer, Teaching for Faith:  A Guide for Teachers of Adult Classes, Westminster/John Knox 


Teaching in the Church to awaken, support and challenge faith through teaching for 1. Belief (Lecture)  2. Relationship (Discussion) 3. Commitment (Story)  4. Mystery (Paradox).

2. Mary Elizabeth Mullino Moore, Teaching From the Heart: Theology and Educational Method, Fortress


A book relating process theology and education, exploring five examples:   1. Case Study  2. Gestalt    3. Phenomenology  4. Narrative  5. Conscientization.
3. Barbara Bruce, 7 Ways of Teaching the Bible to Adults: Using our Multiple Intelligences to Build Faith, Abingdon.  

A good way to think about various types of intelligence.  Less helpful in terms of theology.
FAITH DEVELOPMENT
1. Kenneth Stokes, Faith Is a Verb, XXIII Publications


A very readable presentation of the dynamics of adult faith development.

2. James Fowler, Stages of Faith, Harper and Row


A theory of seven stagelike developmentally related styles of faith.

3. On Reserve: Samples from past classes of “An Approach to Adult Education” and “Observation of a Child.”  Copyright laws do not permit photo copying student papers on reserve.
ADULT EDUCATION
1. Rebecca Grothe, ed., Lifelong Learning, Augsburg


A comprehensive guide for parish adult education which covers the characteristics of adult learners and ways to plan an adult education program.

2. Sharon Parks, The Critical Years, Harper San Francisco


An exploration of the journey of young adults in the search for meaning, faith and commitment.
3.  Jane Regan, Toward an Adult Church, Loyola

An overview of adult faith development, calling for commitment and creating communities of adult education, including catechesis, evangelization, and transformation
Other:
Malcolm Knowles, The Modern Practice of Adult Education, Follett


A thorough presentation of andragogy, adult learning.

James Fowler, Weaving the New Creation. Harper San Francisco

A look at the stages of faith in regard to living in the public world

Sharon Parks, Big Questions, Worthy Dreams, Jossey-Bass


An exploration of Young Adulthood as a time to reexamine faith.


CHILD AND YOUTH EDUCATIONAL MINISTRY

1. Lutheran Professors of Christian Education, The Ministry of Children’s Education, Fortress
        A foundational book on children: development, faith and ministry from a Lutheran perspective.

        Note: Chapter “Who is the Child? Whose is the Child?”

2. Marcia J. Bunge, editor The Child in Christian Thought
     An historic overview of the nature of the child and adults’ view of the child through the centuries.


3. Maria Harris, Portrait of Youth Ministry, Paulist


 A solid approach for youth ministry theory and practice focusing on the ministries of teaching, prayer,    communion, advocacy and troublemaking.


4. Christian Smith, Soul Searching: the Religious and Spiritual Lives of American Teenagers, Oxford University
               Research on the religious beliefs and practices of teens in the American culture
Other:
William Myers, Black and White Styles of Youth Ministry, Pilgrim Press


An important look at how race and class affect the context of youth ministry.
   Evelyn L. Parker, The Sacred Selves of Adolescent Girls. Pilgrim Press


Stories of race, class and gender, told in their own voices by girls 15-18 
Will Pollack, Real Boys, Random House

       An important discussion of boys’ development in cultural context.
Merton Strommen, et al, Passing on the Faith
USE OF THE BIBLE

1.  John Bracke and Karen B. Tye, Teaching the Bible in the Church, Chalice Press


A small comprehensive book on how we teach and how people learn, with emphases on biblical                            interpretation and intercultural educational experience. 

2.  Christine Blair, The Art of Teaching the Bible, Geneva
   A helpful book describing how adults learn and practical guides for teaching them
3.  Diane Jacobson, Mark Allan Powell and Stanley N. Olson, Opening the Book of Faith: Lutheran Insights for              Bible Study, Augsburg Fortress

  The new book outlining some basic approaches to helping congregations engage or re-engage in bible      study as communities of faith as part of the ELCA “Opening the Book of Faith” initiative
 4. Roger and Gertrude Gobbel, The Bible: A Child's Playground, Fortress

  Theologically and developmentally sound approaches to actively engage children and youth appropriately    with the Bible.

5. Dick Murray, Teaching the Bible to Youth and Adults, Abingdon


      Multitudes of methods for effective Bible study.

Other:
Iris Cully, The Bible in Christian Education, Augsburg Fortress,

       A classic book on the use of Scripture
Patricia Van Ness, Transforming Bible Study with Children, Abingdon


  
Use of Walter Wink's right-brain/left-brain method for imaginative Bible study.
CONFIRMATION MINISTRY
1.  Robert Browning and Roy Reed, Models of Confirmation and Baptismal Affirmation, REP
     Major trends in confirmation ministry ecumenically

2. Lutheran Professors of Educational Ministry, Confirmation: Engaging Lutheran Foundations and Practices,Fortress
   An important, comprehensive book on basic Lutheran confirmation ministry, good for one’s library

     Also: Workbook for the above

3.
The Confirmation Task Force Report, ELCA, On Reserve and on-line.
4.
The Lutheran Handbook, Augsburg Fortress.
5.
Welcome to Christ: A Lutheran Introduction to the Catechumenate, Augsburg Fortress.

6. Welcome to Christ: A Lutheran Catechetical Guide, Augsburg Fortress.

7. Welcome to Christ: Lutheran Rites for the Catechumenate, Augsburg Fortress.
8. Welcome to Christ: Sponsor’s Guide, Augsburg Fortress

Other:

Everist and Vos. Connections: Faith and Life, ELCA

PARISH EDUCATION IN A PLURALISTIC WORLD
1.  Jonathan Kozol, Ordinary Resurrection
   Stories of challenge and hope in inner city education
2. Jonathan Kozol, The Shame of the Nation: The Restoration of Apartheid Schooling in America
    An important picture of the educational gap in educational opportunities among rich and poor, black and    white
3.  Barbara Wilkerson, Multicultural Religious Education, REP

    A comprehensive book challenging religious education to be authentically broad and inclusive
4.  Diane Moore, Overcoming Religious Illiteracy, Macmillan
              A cultural studies approach to the need for teaching about religion in schools
Other:

 Norma Thompson, Religious Pluralism and Religious Education, REP
Robert Browning and Roy Reed, Forgiveness, Reconciliation and Moral Courage, Eerdmans
CLASSICS

1.  Paulo Freire, Pedagogy of the Oppressed, Herder and Herder

2.  Letty M. Russell, Christian Education in Mission, Westminster

3. Parker Palmer, To Know As We Are Known, Harper and Row
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