
The Global Scene 

THE   PERSISTENT VOICE 
  Wartburg Theological Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa  Vol. 20 No. 1 Spring 2009 

Online at www.wartburgseminary.edu—Scroll under “Resources” to “The Persistent Voice.” 

Signs of the Times 
Still Waiting After 20 Years 
By Tanya Wittwer, Adelaide, 
Australia, WTS, 2003 

Twenty years ago we thought it 
was only five to seven years until 
women would be ordained in the Lutheran 
Church in Australia (LCA).  We are still wait-
ing.  Many have left the LCA for other, more 
inclusive, denominations.  Many young people 
have simply left the church, finding the attitude 
towards women and gays at odds with their 
own expression of Christianity.  Those of us 
who remain often do so because we belong to 
a congregation that is supportive of women's 
ministries, or even allows some exploration of 
vocation. We are tired, but have confidence in 
God's grace even if not in God's church. 
 

òBreadwinnersó and the  
Death of Identity  
By Rob Corum, MDiv. Junior 

In Papua New Guinea, the society of the 
Ilahita people was male dominated until the 
early 1980s, when ñmasculinity,ò as defined by 
the indigenous religion and culture, suffered a 
dramatic collapse.  (To read more about this, 
see The Cassowaryôs Revenge by Donald 
Tuzin, University of Chicago Press, 1997.)  
Arranged marriages were decreasing, creating 
fear in young men trying to find and ñwinò 
brides.  Women were becoming increasingly 
independent, banding together to take care of 
each other, and relying less on men to protect 
and provide. These phenomena created a fear 
among the men that women would cease to 
need husbands. Since their whole identity was 
tied to this masculine role, many men began 
to see themselves as useless. 

In the pursuit of equity, gender balance is a 
challenge. There were clearly many injustices 
undone by the dramatic changes in the Ilahita 
society.  Just as clearly, that society cannot 
survive if the genders do not help each other.  
Even if the women, by working together, can 
grow enough yams to survive without men, it 
is better for the women, not to mention the 
men, if both genders have a role in their mu-
tual survival.   

I was in Mexico for January term and lis-
tened to poor people talking about survival 
needs.  Two themes emerged: first, in relation-
ships, interdependence equals harmony; sec-
ond, survival  depends upon cooperation, not 
competition. 
In our own society today, ñbreadwinnersò 

face growing anxiety over jobs lost or fear of 
losing them which can mean a loss of identity 
and meaning. That can bring about a kind of 
ñdeath.ò  The church needs to speak the good 
news that our identity and meaning do not 
come from what we do or how well we are 
able to provide for others, but solely from what 
God has created and redeemed us to be in 
Christ, to live in harmonious relationship with 
the Triune God and with each other.  Thanks 
be to God, who has shown us our resurrection 
in Christôs resurrection.  Losing an identity that 
depends upon our strengths can be freeing 
when we learn to rely on Godôs strength in-
stead. 
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Twenty Years and Countingé 
By Norma Cook Everist  
This is our 20th year of publication! It began 

with a knock at my seminary office door and the 
voice of one woman, Rhonda Hanisch, waiting 
for a call to ordained ministry. In that fall of 1989 
she said, ñWe need a networking newsletter to 
keep connected ï the women are waiting much 
longer for calls than men. It should have the 
word óVoiceô in it.ò  The next day she came back 
and added: ñPersistent.ò  I said, ñLetôs do it.ò  

If  Rhonda named what was to be born, Juel 
Pierce financed the birthing expenses.  She 
said, ñI would like to donate my honorarium for 
being chaplain at Wartburgôs WELCA Bible 
Study event to help women.ò  I said, ñThank you. 
I have just the thingé.ò  Rebecca Ellenson, my 
student assistant, collaborated with me on the 
design and our editorial policies. Those column 
titles, the goldenrod color, and our commitment 
that peopleôs own voices would be heard without 
distortion, have remained. We asked these three 
women to comment on where they are today. 
Their words and others follow below and on p.3. 

   How long would we publish?  ñAs long as 
necessary,ò we answered.  So, each fall we ask, 
ñIs The Persistent Voice still necessary?ò Each 
year, there is a resounding ñYes!ò  We had no 
idea we would publish so longénor that Juelôs 
gift would go so far.  Her seed money for this 
self-sustaining newsletter blossomed into dona-
tions from readers: from graduates, yes, but also 
from people, many of whom we donôt know, from 
all over the world as well as from bishopsô of-
fices, churchwide units, and womenôs groups.  

Today, our student staffð three men and 
three womenðis full of ideas for stories for well 
into the future. But, we discerned that sustaining 
a print piece was no longer viable, so we, like 
many newsletters, are moving solely to the web.   

The collection of issues over 20 years is an 
extensive chronicle of history as we have moved 
toward the full inclusion of women in the ministry 
of the church and full partnership of women and 
men. A copy of this collection is available on 
loan to anyone who would like to do research or 
simply would enjoy reading it. 

How many students have served on the staff 
of The Persistent Voice over the past 20 years?  
We counted 154; their names are printed on the 
web page. Many, many more students contrib-
uted poetry, book reviews and feature articles. 
They have  gone on to all kinds of ministry in the 
church and world. Some, having gained writing    
and editing experience, have become published 
authors. Meanwhile my role on The Persistent 
Voice has remained constant through these 
years. 

 I continue to teach Educational Ministry and 
Church Administration and Mission at Wartburg 
and also will be serving the broader church and 
world through lecturing, workshops, and writing.  
Who knows, I just may come and visit you.  Give 
me a call, or send me an email. Visit my blog: 
normacookeverist.blogspot.com. 
 
A word from Rev. Rhonda Hanisch, Wartburg 
Seminary, 1989:  
Itôs been twenty years since the voice became 

persistent.  The parable from Luke 18 inspired 
me then and continues to do so today.  Twenty  

 
(continued on page 3) 

THE PERSISTENT VOICE TO GO  
COMPLETELY TO THE WEB  

This will be our final print version of The 
Persistent Voice. We have been on the 
Wartburg website for several years. There 
one can find back issues, as well as the 
current one. We will continue to post when 
news and voices prompt, at least quarterly. 
Go to www.wartburgseminary.edu. Scroll 
under ñResourcesò to The Persistent 
Voice. You can also google ñPersistent 
Voice.ò Bookmark it and check it often! And 
continue to contribute news, features, po-
etry and book reviews by sending them to 
ncookeverist@wartburgseminary.edu. We 
also will continue to sponsor ñPersistent 
Voice Eventsò on campus, such as our up-
coming forum with Postville pastor Steve 
Brackett.  A review will follow on the web. 

Women Still Wait... 
By Andrea Myers, MDiv. 2007 

My husband, Ronald, and I met and married 
at Wartburg Seminary. We knew that life as a 
clergy couple would have its challenges. We 
were prepared to juggle two demanding sched-
ules and to navigate delicate matters like 
where our future children would attend Sunday 
School. As the February 2007 assignment 
process approached, we sought the advice of 
bishops and regional coordinators. Each spoke 
about the difficulties of placing couples and 
offered possible strategies, while warning that 
one of us might wait 6-12 months for a call 
after the other found a congregation. We tried 
our best to remain calm, but such conversa-
tions tested our capacity to ñtrust the process.ò  

The four other women and men assigned 
with us to our synod were all ordained before 
summerôs end. Meanwhile, Ronald and I strug-
gled with the lack of first-call opportunities 
within commuting distance of one another. 
Ronald received a call and was ordained in 
Dec. 2007.  

Two years after graduating, I am still await-
ing call. I have tried to make the best of things, 
but the wait continues to be a painful wilder-
ness. I have joyfully celebrated the ordinations 
of my seminary friends, and my own husband 
while not daring to do any planning for my 
own. Each delay is crushing, at times causing 
me to question my calling which, prior to 
graduation, was continually affirmed. I canôt 
help but believe that if I were not part of a 
clergy couple, I would have received a call 
long ago. For the moment, I live vicariously 
through my husbandôs ministry and supply 
preach wherever possible, all the while longing 
for a call of my own. 

Our synod staff tells us that our situation has 
taught them some valuable lessons about 
placing first-call clergy couples, including the 
need to place the female candidate first. While 
I know that some congregations have declined 
to consider a female candidate, the more visi-
ble issues have been a lack of nearby open-
ings, my ñfirst callò status, and our inability to 
live in two parsonages at once. Gender only 
exacerbates the clergy-couple issues hindering 
a candidate like me serving the church I love.  

20th  

Year  



Womenõs World Day of Prayer 
Papua New Guinea 
By Else Schardt, Wartburg Seminary Adjunct Professor; 
written from Papua New Guinea 

 
In 170 countries all over the world, women 

are celebrating the women of Papua New 
Guinea and praying for them, using the spe-
cial order of service these women wrote for 
World Day of Prayer. For many weeks women 
here have been excited about the great event, 
in towns and villages, from the seashores and 
up through the rugged mountains,  composing  
special hymns in many languages, practicing 
dances and skits, sewing bright matching 
dresses, weaving bilums (traditional bags) and 
threading bead necklaces to give to visiting 
guests and speakers. 

We gathered on a grassy field at Eriku, 
where stately old rain trees ringed the field, 
providing shade for many of the thousands of 

women and men 
and children who 
had come for this 
event. As they 
gathered, they be-
came a mighty 
moving patchwork 
quilt of gorgeous 
colors in their beau-

tiful clothing, with brightly hued umbrellas 
hovering over them to shield them from the 
sun. City schools and many offices were 
closed out of respect and support for the 
women on this special day.  

Hundreds of women had already marched 
and danced and sung their way throughout 
town, beginning at the main market and walk-
ing up through the main streets and then down 
toward Eriku.  

The service lasted more than five hours and 
was followed by more speeches and skits. 
The prayer time consisted of nineteen different 
prayers offered by women and men of all dif-
ferent denominations, languages, and areas. 
The passionate prayers, revealing tremendous 
suffering by women here and throughout the 
world, resembled the impassioned pleas and 
despair of the Psalmists. After every five 
prayers or so led by women, a manðusually a 
pastorðwould rise and offer a prayer of re-
pentance on behalf of the men.  

Amazingly, the thousands of attendees sat 
very patiently through it without drink or food, 
and, mercifully, the cloudy day prevented the 
sun from beating down too severely. Every 
now and then a breeze whispered through the 
crowds, giving us a brief and welcome re-
prieve. Mothers nursed their infants at the 
breast, while toddlers scurried about quietly. 
   We thank God daily that these wonderful 
people carry the Good News of Godôs love to 
the most remote parts of this magnificent land, 
lush with forests and food and flowers and 
minerals, yet crying from economic woes, 
crime, abuse, HIV-AIDS, and corruption. Our 
partnership with PNG through the Body of 
Christ includes our thanks for their witness as 
well as our daily intercessions for them.  
 
(Longer version of this article on the web.) 

Surprised By Neighborly Love 
By Brad Dokken, MDiv. Junior 
 

For some time, the ELCA has been seriously 
studying issues of sexuality. A Social Statement,  
ñHuman Sexuality: Gift and Trustò will be consid-
ered for adoption at the churchwide assembly in 
August in Minneapolis.   

Although this statement deals with the full 
range of human sexuality, many assume it ad-
dresses just one aspect ï homosexuality.  Even 
more specifically, many believe the statement 
focuses only on whether or not individuals in 
same-sex relationships can be ordained as pas-
tors in the ELCA. It contains so much more. 
Most significantly, at the heart of the document 
is the call to love our neighbor, to consider more 
than just the issues, and to see each other as 
God sees usðto love others as God loves us.   

I believe this all becomes much more com-
plex when you personally know someone who is 
being left out, who is being pushed to the side 
because their beliefs don't match up with others.  
When you walk that walk with someone, I be-
lieve you see it differently, and the attitudes and 
judgments tend to take a back seat. 

In my home synod a congregation received a 
young pastor, fresh from seminary. They were 
excited to have him in their midst.  He was ex-
cited to serve God's people to the best of his 
ability.  During his time there, this young pastor 
realized that he was gay, and he found that he 
had the desire to be in a relationship.  He strug-
gled with what to do. Should he inform the con-
gregation, risking his call or should he keep his 
feelings silent, but be unhappy?  After much 
discernment, he chose to tell his congregation. 

What do you think happened?   

One might guess that his congregation was 
outraged and insisted that he leave immediately.   
After all, this was a mostly conservative synod 
and a conservative area of the country.  Surely 
they would want nothing to do with this pastor.   

The exact opposite happened. The church 
embraced him, because they had come to love 
him for who he was ï a child of God.  His sexual 
orientation was of little concern to them, and 
they wanted him to remain as their pastor.  The 
church was willing to petition the synod bishop   
if necessary in order to keep their pastor who 
had become one of them. They had love and 
compassion for their brother, rather than making 
life difficult for him for being true to who he is.   

What would happen if we embraced all those 
we encounter first and foremost as children of 
God, setting aside other labels that we would 
place upon them or upon us?  What if we de-
cided to stand beside each other, despite our 
differences or how we interpret rules, and cared 
for each with no limitations?   

What a glorious day that would be!  

Review of Resources 

Twenty Wartburg women graduates, many 
former PV staff, wrote chapters in the book, 
Ordinary Ministry: Extraordinary Challenge, 
(Everist, ed., Abingdon, 2000) Written for 
women and men, the book through vivid sto-
ries provides support and encouragement for 
parish ministry around the themes, ñTrusting 
God,ò ñLiberating Christians,ò ñLiving Vocationò 
and ñNurturing Community.ò 

 
Web resources recommended by WTS 
students and faculty: 
From Tim Koester, MDiv. Senior:  
ñSarah Laughedò http://
www.sarahlaughed.net/lectionary/women/ is 
an exploration of the weekly lectionary from 
progressive Episcopalian Sarah Dylan Breuer. 
 
From Gloria Stubitsch, MDiv. Intern:  
My favorite blog is The Kitchen Table http://
princetonprofs.blogspot.com/.  It's a conversa-
tion on race, gender, politics, and theology.  
 
From David Lull,  Professor of NT at WTS: 
The  website for the Womenôs Institute for 
Social Transformation http://www.grail-us.org/
wist/ engages in popular education to train, 
support and collaborate with women working 
for social change locally and globally.  
 
Recommended for summer reading: 
This Child Will be Great: Memoir of Africaôs 

First Woman President by Ellen Johnson Sir-
leaf, president of Liberia, (Harper Collins 
2009). She is determined to help her nation 
achieve peace and stability. 

We thank all our donors. 
A list of donors appears on the website. 

Please be sure to send us your e-mail address 
so you can receive notices of quarterly postings 
on our website.   
 

SEND YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS TO: 
pvoice@wartburgseminary.edu. 

The young woman pastor announced to the 
children that she would be leaving and that 
Pastor Jones would be there next Sunday. 
One little boy told his mother in a loud stage 
whisper that sounded disbelieving:  weôre get-
ting a new minister and itôs going to be a 
MAN!!  The boy had known no other pastor 
than a woman. 
Karen Lull, Wartburg ILL and Library Secretary  

We have now witnessed an anticipated shift in 
how women and philanthropy may influence  
charitable giving in next years. For the first 
time in US history women hold the majority of 
assets and wealth in this country. Partly due to 
longevity of life and inheritance, women now 
hold 52% of the wealth and men, 48%. This 
highly impacts who will receive resources in 
charitable ways. Dollars usually follow where 
people have volunteered or spent much of 
their life in support and passion. Women of 
faith impact this trend today and into the future. 
 Beth Nelson Chase, CFRE 
Vice President for Mission Support, WTS 

RE: 39th Year of Ordination for 
Lutheran Women 
Collected by Janice Hawley, MDiv. Middler  
 
I was the first woman to preach in my home 
churchôs pulpit in 1988.  I was 17.  This was 
important to me as this was the gathering of 
particular saints who had named and shaped 
my baptismal gifts from baptism, through Sun-
day School and Affirmation of Baptism. They 
gathered again to celebrate my Ordination in 
1997.  
Amy Current, WTS 1997. Home church: 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Fargo, ND 
WTS Financial Aid Director 

By 2007, 19% of clergy on the ELCA roster were 
women. In seminaries, the numbers of women and 
men preparing for ministry are about equal. 
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sula of Michigan. Laurel relates that their family 
and the congregations have faced enormous 
challenges. ñYou can either use the resources 
you have or just sink,ò she said.  ñSometimes we 
just floated.ò 
ñChallenges in the family, the congregation 

and the communities could have been demoral-
izing, but we have supported one another. I 
have faced a serious medical issue including 
extensive surgery. Our oldest son has intracta-
ble epilepsy. Preparing his ketogenic diet re-
quires constant vigilance.  Tim and I started out 
sharing a call but now Tim serves full time at 
Messiah Lutheran in Marquette and I serve half 
time at Bethany in Nagaunee.  
ñBefore I came, this congregation had faced 

challenging issues; my long-time service here 
has been helpful to them.  I asked for a pay 
reduction which served them well.  Over the 
years they have often provided meals when my 
responsibilities as a mother were essential. 
Their care has been constant and my consistent 
pastoral ministry has likewise nurtured them. 
Ten years ago they didnôt think they would sur-
vive.  They have not only survived but have 
started to see some growth.ò 
 
A word from Rev. Christine Iverson, a long-
time contributor to PV (WTS, 1984): 

In going through my files as I begin my new 
call, I found an issue of PV from 1996 in which I 
wrote about the witness of my mother.  It was 
good to read and be reconnected to her and to 
the community of The Persistent Voice. 

The son I gave birth to between junior and 
middler years is now ordained and serving his 
own churches.  Twenty years ago, I was serving 
four churches in west central Kansas with my 
husband (one of four being an LC-MS congrega-
tion).  What had started out as a two-point call 
became four as the oil bust and rural crisis con-
tinued to hit hard.   

Rural ministry has long been a place women 
were called to because churches felt they were 
ñdown to a woman.ò  Instead, I have learned that 
I love rural ministry as a place that allows me to 
be creative in many fields while having the time 
to get to know and care for people.  I am begin-
ning a new call in Minnesota this month. 

Some things have changed for the better.  
There are so many more women in ministry. Itôs 
wonderful to hear men coming out of seminary 
preaching and leading inclusively as their norm.  
Twenty years ago, I had to drive hours to meet 
with other clergy women (but we set time aside 
more readily as precious and necessary).   

Some things have not changed.  I have been 
interviewing for more than two years and was 
told more than once that the congregation did 
not want a woman as lead pastor but would I 
please interview anyway. We are not past need-
ing to hold people accountable in issues of gen-
der and justice. We grow quiet at our own peril.  
Alone, it passes unnoticed.  Together, our 
voices have power! 

 
Spirited Action 

Christopher deForest and I 
were sitting in my office wonder-
ing if we had the resources for 
this 20th year edition of The Persistent Voice to 
be a 4-page issue, when there was a knock at 
the door. Rev. Martha Butzier (WTS, 2005) 
poked her head in and said, ñIôve had you and 
The Persistent Voice on my mind. Do you need 
some money?ò We said, ñYes. Thank you. That 
will be just enoughé..ò 

 
 

 

tions where we help people with employment 
barriers to get jobs. We help people identify 
their dreams, believe in their future again, and 
set and achieve their goals.  We serve over 
350 people a year who lack education, or who 
may have a chemical addiction, or a mental 
health issue, or a criminal history. One of the 
most neglected and growing groups in our 
country are ex-offenders returning to their 
communities after incarceration. We provide 
the transitional supports and case manage-
ment. In many ways I feel that I have come full 
circle. What all of our clients need most is 
hope. I was drawn to ministry through a com-
mitment to social justice and the pull of the 
gospel to make a difference in the world, to 
lift up the lowly.  I used to preach about serv-
ing the poor; now I serve the 
poor, empowering them to realize dreams. 
 
A word from Rev. April Ulring Larson, a 
consistent supporter of The Persistent Voice, 
along with her husband, Rev. Judd Larson. 
(WTS 1978) In a phone interview she said: 
ñThese twenty years of The Persistent 

Voice have provided quite a legacy. This net-
working newsletter has bound us together, 
men and women who have a passionate con-
cern for issues of justice.  It was a work of the 
Spirit because we have not had other publica-
tions quite like this. 
ñIt is not simply a coincidence that the first 

woman to be president of one of our ELCA 
seminaries, the first woman to head ELCA 

Global Mission, the first two ELCA woman 
bishops and the first tenured woman professor 
at an ALC seminary are all Wartburg women. 
Wartburg, and The Persistent Voice, have 
provided and continue to provide a place that 
encourages women in leadership. Through 
this networking newsletter, even if we donôt 
know each other personally, we support each 
other.  I have never thrown away an issue of 
The Persistent Voice. They are precious.ò 

April now serves as senior pastor of First 
Lutheran Church in Duluth, Minnesota. She 
says, ñMy work is stimulating. I like to go at 
things full speed in many different dimen-
sions.ò She served as bishop for 16 years. At 
the time she completed her service, only two 
bishops had been serving longer.  She said, 
ñIôve been privileged to have such a broad 
range of ministry experiences: a trained 
Search Bible study leader, pastor with Judd in 
small rural congregations, assistant to the 
bishop, the 2nd Lutheran woman bishop in the 
world, serving continuously on the Agenda 
and Executive Committees of the ELCA Con-
ference of Bishops, and extensive ecumenical 
and global experiences as bishop.ò  
   Through it all, April serves with grace, au-
thenticity and wisdom. 
 
A word from Rev. Laurel Halvorsen Bernard, 
one of our early staff members (WTS 1994): 

In a phone interview, Laurel said that she, 
together with husband, Rev. Tim Bernard 
have served many years in the Upper Penin- 

(Continued from page 1.) 
 
years ago I was still awaiting my first call.  I had 
eleven months between graduation and ordina-
tion. I had been drafted to the South Dakota 
Synod along with twelve men.  They all had calls 
before summerôs end.  In 1990 there were 24 
women pastors serving congregations in SD.  
Now there are 54, and of that number 3 are 
senior pastors.  The number of women in a sen-
ior pastor position in the ELCA remains propor-
tionately small.  So, while some things change, 
others just shift. 

I served as a solo pastor in Badger, SD for six 
years.  I was associate pastor in Brookings, SD 
for eleven years when I was called to be the 
senior pastor. My associate is a young Native 
American pastor, Rev. Herb Wounded Head III.   

Is The Persistent Voice still needed?  Yes.  
We have a long way to go yet.  An example: at 
the ELCA Head of Staff Seminar this year, a 
senior pastor from New York asked about my 
call and wanted to know if my associate has any 
problems working with a female senior pastor.  
The answer is ñno.ò Nevertheless, my first 
thought was that no one had asked the former 
senior pastorða maleðif I, as the associate, 
had any problems working with him. The Persis-
tent Voice needs to continue. 

I continue to be proud of The Persistent Voice  
and each yearôs staff for their outstanding work.  
May God continue to bless all your voices! 
 
A word from Rev. Juel Pierce (WTS 1986): 
Dear Persistent Voice, 

Although I am sad to hear that you will not be 
publishing a print issue anymore, I am confident 
that The Persistent Voice will continue on the 
webðbecause it is the voice of God's Spirit!   

I am so thankful that, in a small way, I could 
be part of The Persistent Voice.  Twenty years 
ago I was a parish pastor in a small rural parish; 
for the last 18+ years I have been a hospital 
chaplain in St. Joseph, MO.  I also recently re-
tired after nearly 16 years as chair of the Central 
States Synod Candidacy Committee.  I remem-
ber when I began my ministry as a parish pas-
tor, a LCMS pastor from a nearby parish told 
me, "I don't think women can be pastors."  My 
reply to him was, "Just watch me!"  Although 
there are still a few who don't believe we can be 
pastors, many others have been watching, hear-
ing, and experiencing our ministry.  And be-
cause the persistent voice calling us to ministry 
is God's voice, we will continue to grow in num-
bers, power, and authority. Christ is calling us. 

Thanks be to God for all of us, and those 
whom God will call in generations to come. 
  
A word from Rebecca Ellenson, (WTS 1990): 

Twenty years ago I was anticipating gradua-
tion and call when I took on the role of student 
editor for this new newsletter.     

Rev. April Larson, another WTS grad who 
become the first ELCA woman bishop, was then 
the assistant to the bishop of the Southeast 
Minnesota synod. I was assigned to that synod 
and she was instrumental in advocating for my 
call to a wonderful rural parish.   
   After 4 1/2 years there I accepted a call to a 
very large congregation in Duluth, MN. and 
served there for 6 1/2 years as associate pastor. 
The congregation experienced many changes 
and transitions, including the election of the 
senior pastor to bishop, and the sudden death of 
the next senior pastor while he was on sabbati-
cal.  I experienced a number of significant per-
sonal transitions myself and decided to leave 
parish ministry. 

I began working in the non-profit sector of 
Duluth, first as an affordable housing project 
developer, then as a grant-writer and strategic 
planning consultant, and for the last 5 years as 
the Executive Director of SOAR Career Solu- 

 

THE PERSISTENT VOICE: 
 
Addressing issues  
of gender and justice  
across the globe and  
working towards  
the full partnership  
of women and men  
in ministry. 

Challenge 
Where were you, men and women, 20 years 

ago? Where are you  now? Send your stories to 
ncookeverist@wartburgseminary.edu. 
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Dance of Discernment 
By Wendy Kalan, MDiv. Middler 

Six years ago, Allison deForest drove to Iowa 
from Massachusetts to check out Wartburg with 
her husband Chris and daughters Dorrie and 
Mallory. They were discerning Chrisôs call to 
ordained ministry.  While driving home, Allison 
realized this was the right thing to do as a family 
ïright for Chris, right for the girls ï but what 
about her? She would give up so much and 
leave behind a life she knew and loved.  With 
tears and uncertainty, she followed Godôs lead 
and supported this radical new direction.  
Allison says, ñIt's been like a dance,ò in re-

gards to the life she and Chris have shared. 
Early in their marriage, they lived in Florida while 
Allison was in the Navy, and then moved to 
Tennessee for Allison's job as an engi-
neer.  With her career underway, Chris worked 
as a freelance writer.  The dance then dipped in 
Chris's direction, when he was offered a job in 
Massachusetts too good to pass by.  Allisonôs 
focus shifted to their daughters and becoming 
deeply involved with their church.  Then she was 
diagnosed with breast cancer ï at 37, with two 
young children. During that difficult time, 
she and Chris felt so much support from their 
home congregation that she began to see so 
clearly that God was truly present. She remem-
bers: ñWe knew what it meant to be the body of 
Christ.ò  A few years later, with cancer in remis-
sion, came another unexpected surprise, this 
time more joyous but no less life-changing. One 
morning over breakfast, Chris expressed he was 
ñfeeling limitedò and ñrealized he was meant to 
do more.ò And so they danced to Dubuque and 
seminary life. 
At Wartburg, Allison still felt ñlike there was 
nothing here for me,ò especially since the girls 
were now older.  After working with Wartburgôs 
Center for Theology and Land, and passing up a 
job as an engineer in Peosta, she began to feel 
called to theological study. Chris adjusted his 
schedule so she could catch up with him, as she 
began the MDiv. track. Questions about their 
true calls continued. What remained constant for 
Allison was a love for Godôs word and for schol-
arship; she was enthralled by Hebrew and 
Greek, and the interpretation of scripture.  
   Now, six years later, Allison and Chris are 
dancing again, graduating together with MDiv. 
degrees. The sway of the dance leads them to 
St. Andrews University in Scotland, where Alli-
son will work 3 years towards her doctorate, 
while Chris supports the family with freelance 
writing and home-making, keeping his heart and 
mind open for a new call in the global 
church.  What have they learned from all this? 
Allison says, ñItôs not about the getting there, but 
the going on the journey...itôs not a game you 
finish.ò  What a dance!  The beat goes on...  

PENTECOST 
By Rev. Peter Heide, Leland WI, WTS, 1996  
Many voices, choices, Word, 
From wooden throne, flesh and bone, 
   we heard forgiveness. 
For all who live in crisis, Christ is 
   the one who speaks 
     to us, with us, in us. 
So that our ending changes, rearranges 
   the way we feel and think, link 
The way we live, we give our lives. 
To the word that rises from the dust 
   For usðfor us. 
 
We try to stay, but stray, lost 
We try to hide, guilt and pride,  
what cost 
   Atonement 
 
Broken, and unclean, we lean 
   on grace alone 
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From the very begin-
ning men have shared 
this mission. The first 
poem published by The 

Persistent Voice was by Ray Blank, written for 
Feminist Theology class in 1989. We re-print his 
work, beside that of two other men, current stu-
dent Scott Piper and graduate Peter Heide.  
 

FREEDOM  
Ray Blank, WTS, 1992 

FREEDOM 
Free to be, 
All that you can be. 
Unless that offends me. 
All that I allow you be, Says ME. 
OPPRESSION! 
 
FREEDOM 
Free to be, 
All that you can be. 
You challenge growth within me. 
To reach to be able to see, 
All that I can be. 
Together WE 
LIBERATION! 

In sin, we win, begin 
To live in baptismôs dress, progress, 
Or pilgrimage, we go, know 
   Christôs righteousness, witness 
To the world that knows the glove 
   Not loveðnot love 

PERSISTENT VOICE EVENT 
Thursday, May 7, 7pm 

Fritschel Auditorium, WTS Campus 
Rev. Steve Brackett, Pastor of St. Paul Lu-
theran Church in Postville, IA and WTS grad 
(ô05) will lead a public forum on the current 

situation in his community, one year after the 
largest and most devastating immigration raids 

in U.S. history. 

Child finds the stair,  
beware, fright 
And starts to crawl,  
Adamôs fall, Godôs right reunion 
Through the one who teaches, 
reaches down to humans 
With care, to share, and bear 

Our unfaithfulness, disdain, Christôs pain 
Excruciating, shame, came 
   Punishment by law, blameless, shameless 
Redeeming us with great love 
   Made wholeðmade whole! 
 
Peter, who has been legally blind for the last few years, 
just had a cornea transplant.  He serves two small rural 
congregations, St. Johnôs and Zion.  

    Their Patient Walk 

By Scott Piper, MDiv. Middler 
Based on Luke 24:1-12.  

 
Spices prepared, 

mournful they walk 
to the tomb, 

themselves prepared 
for their nurturing work. 
 

Among empty linen cloths, 
it is truth the women find, 

truth they remember, 
truth they carry  

with them to proclaim. 
 

Bewildered  
they are reminded, 
joyful they return.  

 
Upon ears that do not hear 
the sound of their words fall, 
ñHe is not here, but has risen.ò 

 
The promise of promises fulfilled, 

and forgotten.  


