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Twenty Years an
By Norma Cook Everist
This is our 2Q/ear of publication! It began
with a knock at my seminary office door and
voice of one wom&honda Hanisch, waiting

The Global Scene
Still Waiting After 20 Years

Signs of the Times

Women Still Wait...
By Andrea Myers, MDiv. 2007
My husband, Ronald, and | met and marh¥
at Wartburg Seminary. We knew that life as for a call to ordained ministry. In that fall of 1¢
clergy couple would have its challenges. ¥#&° - year she said, AWe need a
were prepared to juggle two demanding sc gmen .WOUId be. ordained in th_e Lu.thert?ébp connectédhe women are waiting much
ules and to navigate delicate matters I&BUrch in Australia (LCWe are still wait- |5nger for calls than men. It should have t
where our future children would attend Sunfi@y Many have left the LCA for other, mQfey'r ¢ 6 voiced in it.o
School. As the February 2007 assignm&ifiusive, denominatioMany young people 3 ¢ added: APersi st e
process approached, we sought the advice' df¢ simply left the church, finding the attitude¢ rponda named what was to belieim,
bishops and regional coordinators. Each spgw;"ardS women and gays at odds with th&lice financed the birthing expenses. Sh
about the difficulties of placing couples &MY €xpression of Christiariose of US g 55 A1 woul d 1 ke
offered possible strategies, while warning #{3p remain often do so because we belongt@ j g chapl ain at W
one of us might wait®months for a call & congregation that is supportive of Womeg's , 4y event to hel p
after the other found a congregation. We tffigistries, or even allows some exploration of 1y 5\ ¢ | y Rebecca Bileasont rhyi n
our best to remain calm, but such convergcation. We are tired, but have confidencgyifyent assistant, collaborated with me on t
tions tested our cap9s@acyevendinoiip BOREN ¢ ) @esign anctasrseditorial policies. Those colu
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tralia, WTS, 2003 N“
wenty years ago we thougrt™
only five to seven years until

‘/
§ 3
By Tanya Wittwer, Adelaide «;\‘ )
’ ' Y

The four other women and men assigned ) i titles, the goldenrod color, and our commitm
with us to our synod were all ordained bef8r& I € ad_W' nnersé angdphh €peopl eds own Vvoj
summer os end. MeanwiPeathefldentityo nal d and | distartiong have remained. We asked these th
gled with the lack of -fie$t opportunities By Rob Corum, MDiv. Junior women to comment on where they are tod:
within commuting distance of one anothedn Papua New Guinea, the society of tiReir words and others follow below and on p
Ronald received a call and was ordained!/@hita people was male dominated until theHow | ong woul d we
Dec. 2007. early 1980s, when fimasesvsbanyty, weaandaé

Two years after graduating, | am still aw#e indigenous religion and culture, sufferefl Bte Persistent Voice st i | | neces
ing call. | have tried to make the best of thifjgmatic collapse. (To read more aboutthis ar , there is a res

but the wait continues to be a painful wilk@eé Th e Cas s owabyyDormld Redveean gwee woul d publis
ness. | have joyfully celebrated the ordinatibHgin, University of Chicago Press, 199ift would go so far. Her seed money for t
of my seminary friends, and my own hush&ftnged marriages were decreasing, creaggisustaining newsletter blossomed into don

while not daring to do any planning for mgar i n young men (tohsfronireéadets:dromfgfadustes, §e3,dbut a
own. Each delay is crushing, at times caui_wes- Women were becoming increasinigly om peopl e, many of
me to question my calling which, prior iglependent, banding together to take cargaf | over the worl d a

graduation, was c on&ahgthes pnd (elying fegspnrmgatgprofeftc ean 6¢hur chwi de un i
help but believe that if | were not part oftad provide. These phenomena created a fegtoday, our student tathree men and
clergy couple, | would have received a @mnong the men that women would ceasetifee woméris full of ideas for stories for well
long ago. For the moment, | live vicarioudged husbands. Since their whole identity wa6 the future. But, we discerned that sustain
through my husband atied topisgnasgyline yole, gnany mes He@apring piece was no longer viable, so we, |
preach wherever possible, all the while londthgee themselves as useless. many newsletters, are moving solely to the we
for a call of my own. In the pursuit of equity, gender balance is &he collection of issues over 20 years is .
Our synod staff tells us that our situation §8&/lenge. There were clearly many injustigggensive chronicle of history as we have moy
taught them some valuable lessons abdiidone by the dramatic changes in the llakitgard the full inclusion of women in the mini;
placing firsall clergy couples, including thgociety. Just as clearly, that society cangpthe church and full partnership of women &
need to place the female candidate first. Whilevive if the genders do not help each otigén. A copy of this collection is available
| know that some congregations have declif¥gn if the women, by working together, ¢gén to anyone who would like to do researct
to consider a female candidate, the more @§pW enough yams to survive without mewsiriiply would enjoy reading it.
ble issues have been a lack of nearby opisnbetter for the women, not to mention theiow many students have served on the st
ings, my #Afirst cal e ifPqthagengdeys havg @ iple i their BiFe Retsistent Voiceyovert the past 20 years?
live in two parsonages at once. Gender dHRl survival. We counted 154; their names are printed on
exacerbates the clecgyple issues hindering | was in Mexico for January term and Ngeb page. Many, many more students cont
a candidate like me serving the church | lové€ned to poor people talking about surviy@dd poetry, book reviews and feature articl
needs. Two themes emerged: first, in relatipiley have gone on to all kinds of ministry in

ships, interdependence equals harmony; sgurch and world. Some, having gained writ

THE PERSISTENT VOICE TO GO ond, survival depends upon cooperation, & editing experience, have become publist
COMPLETELY TO THE WEB competition. _ authors. Meanwhile my rol&herPersistent
This will be our final print versidhe of I'n our own soci et woicd tag fetainedficoristand thigigh thes

Persistent Voice. We have been on t face growing anxiety over jobs lost or feaf@érs.
Wartburg website for several years. %eréosmg them which can mean a loss of identity continue to teach Educational Ministry a

one can find back issues, as well ad the2nd meaning. That can bring about a kindc@lurch Administration and Mission at Wartb
current one. We will continue to post fyhefl d €@t h. 0 The chur céndase «ifltse serving thefbRoddkr cHurighez
news and voices prompt, at least quam/erljf'ews that our identity and meaning do p@rid through lecturing, workshops, and writi
Go to www.wartburgseminary.edu. JcroffOMe from what we do or how well we &@o knows, I just may come and visit you. C
under i Re SThe UPersistent O %bl to provide for others, but solely from whata call, or send me an email. Visit my bl

Voice. You can al so fjo Gy has creped gnd redeemed, ys to benrmacookeverist.blogspot.com.
Voice.o0 Bookmark t 'Tsﬁ’.&o I'g Hhehgrponipus rel@tpr{sllépnthh An d _
continue to contribute news, features| poghe riune God and with each other. Thapkgord from Rev. Rhonda HanisdNartburg
etry and book reviews by sending thejn t@e to God, who has shown us our resurreceinary, 1989:

ncookeverist@wartburgseminary.edu. | wé N Chri st 6s resurrecfi@8.beé@si wgn@y yd:

also will conti nule d8PeNds URon, Quis girengthy pan pe; freghidsistept. The parable from Luke 18 inspir
Voice Eventso on athhe wWeytfRane bar T Yhen andl coftirudsdtddo $b todla§. Maen

coming forum with Postville pastor Ytev ' .
Brackett. A review will follow on the web. QR f@ (GO} (continued on page 3)




Review of Resources Womends Wor | d Sorpriged By NeighBarlyeLgve r

Twenty Wartburg women graduates, many papua New Guinea By Brad Dokken, MDiv. Junior

former PV staffirote chapters in the book gy Eise Schardt, wartburg Seminary Adjunct Professor; ) )
Ordinary Ministry: Extraordinary Challenge, written from Papua New Guinea For some time, the ELCA has been seriou:
(Everist, ed., Abingdon, 2000) Written for studying issues of sexuality. A Social Stateme
women and men, the book through vivid stdn 170 countries all over the world, wom@tH u man Sexual i ty: Gi f

ries provides support and encouragementdisr celebrating the women of Papua Neved for adoption at the churchwide assembly

parish ministry ar oGuneh andtpraying forghers, sising ther spagsst in Mirgeapolis.

God, 06 fdiLiberating Chbial drdet of aenvicg theseiviomen iwrotg folMtboeigh tthisostatement deals with the fi
u

and ANurturing CommWarlidPay of@rayer. For many weeks womamge of human sexuality, many assume it :
here have been excited about the great evdngésses just one aspelsbmosexuality. Even
Web resources recommended by WTS in towns and villages, from the seashores amate specifically, many believe the stateme
students and faculty: up through the rugged mountains, compogoruses only on whether or not individuals
From Tim Koester, MDiv. Senior: special hymns in mdeyguages, practicing samesex relationships can be ordained as pa
iSar ah htipd/lughedo dances and skits, sewing bright matchitogs in the ELCA. It contains so much mol

www.sarahlaughed.net/lectionary/viemen/ dresses, weavibigms (traditional bags) and Most significantly, at the heart of the documi
an exploration of the weekly lectionary fronthreading bead necklaces to give to visitiaghe call to love our neighbor, to consider m

progressive Episcopalian Sarah Dylan Breugirests and speakers. than just the issues, and to see each other
We gathered on a grassy field at ErikBpd sees g0 love others as God loves us.

From Gloria Stubitsch, MDiv. Intern: where stately old r&iees ringed the field, | believe this all becomes much more col

My favorite blog is The Kitchen Rtghlé providing shade for many of the thousandplek when you personally know someone whe

women and men being left out, who is being pushed to the si
and children who because their beliefs don't match up with othe
had come for this When you walk that walk with someone, | |
event. As they lieve you see it differently, and the attitudes ¢
sgatherads theytba-tjusigménts tend to take a back seat.

came a mighty In my home synod a congregation receivec
moving patchwork young pastor, fresh from seminary. They we
quilt of gorgeous excited to have him in their midst. He was ¢
colors in their beau- cited to serve God's people to the best of |
tiful clothing, with brightly hued umbrelksility. During his time there, this young pas

princetonprofs.blogspot.ctifa/a conversa-
tion on race, gender, politics, and theology

From David Lull, Professor of NT at WTS:
The website for t
Social Transformatldtp://www.gras.org/
wist/engages in popular education to tre
support and collaborate with women wor
for social change locally and globally.

Recommended for summer reading: hovering over them to shield them from tealized that he was gay, and he found that
This Child Wil b e sui rGCitya schoolsManeh onany oftices wdfad thecdasdesto be in a relationship. He str
First Woman President by Ellen Johnson Sir- closed out of respect and support for thed with what to do. Should he inform the c
leaf, president of Liberia, (Harper Colliwsmen on this special day. gregation, risking his call or should he keep
2009). She is determined to help her natiohlundreds of women had already marcHeelings silent, but be unhappy? After mu
achieve peace and stability. and danced and sung their way throughdigtcernment, he chose to tell his congregatior
town, beginning at the main market and walk¥/hat do you think happened?
RE: 39th Year of Ordination for ing up through the main streets and then do
’ toward Eriku.
Lutheran Women The service lasted more than five hours ai €
Collected by Janice Hawley, MDiv. Middler was followed by more speeches and skit
The prayer time consisted of nineteen differe ’ '
| was the first woman to preach in my hoprayers offered by women and men of all ¢

churchoés pwasd7.This was fer@n8 denominations, languages, and arec
important to me as this was the gatheringrhé passionate prayers, revealing tremenda
particular saints who had named and shapeéfering by women here and throughout tl
my baptismal gifts from baptism, through Sworld, resembled the impassioned pleas a
day School and Affirmation of Baptism. Tliegpair of the Psalmists. After every fiv
gathered again to celebrate my Ordinatiorprayers or so led by women, & osamlly a

1997. pastod would rise and offer a prayer of re- . . .

Amy Current, WTS 1997. Home church: pentance on behalf of the men. One might guess that his congregation w
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Fargo, ND Amazingly, the thousands of attendees jraged aqd insisted that he leave |m_med|att
WTS Financial Aid Director very patiently through it without drink or f er all, this was a mostly conservative syn

and, mercifully, the cloudy day prevented g‘é’ a conservative area of the country. Sur
The young woman pastor announced to #if from beating down too severely. EvElgY Would want nothing to do with this pastor
children that she would be leaving and thalw and then a breeze whispered through the'® €Xact opposite happened. The chur
Pastor Jones would be there next Sundasewds, giving us a brief and welcome fEPraced him, because they had come to I
One little boy told his mother in a loud stggRve. Mothers nursed their infants at for who he wiaa child of God. His sexual
whisper that sounded disbeliewirgd 1 e  tge@st, while toddlers scurried about quiethP/'eNtation was of little concern to them, a
ting a new minister wathghk God Qafly th&totﬁeﬁgNonUeéh ypvantedghim to remain as their pastor. T
MAN!! The boy had known no other pastore o pl e carry the GogWeh\asyilingdo petifon (hg synod Bish
than a woman. the most remote parts of this magnificent Ighd€CceSSary in order to keep their pastor w

Karen Lull, Wartburg ILL and Library Secretary lush with forests and food and flowers become one of them. They had love a
minerals, yet crying from economic wo mpassion for their brother, rather than mak

We have now witnessed an anticipated shififime, abuse, HADS, and corruption. our'te difficult for him for being true to who he is.

how women and philanthropy may influef@étnership with PNG through the Body ofVhat would ?appendiffwe embracedhf'ililj o
charitable giving in next years. For the ffedtrist includes our thanks for their witness'4s encounter first and foremost as children

time in US history women hold the majorityVéfl as our daily intercessions for them. God, setting aside other labels that we wol

A lace upon them or upon us? What if we c
assets and wealth in this country. Partly due to on of this artil he Wb (F:)ided t(fj stand besidepeach other, despite ¢
i i i i er version of this article on the web. . . '
Ir?(;geglztg/ ch)fIIfﬁea:vg;;:ﬁe;ﬁznfneénwargsn _r{bwg ) differences or how we interpret rules, and ca
0 , 0.

) . ; . for each with no limitations?
h|gh|_y impacts who will receive resource What a glorious day that would be!
charitable ways. Dollars usually follow wt
people have volunteered or spent muct
their life in support and passion. Womer
faith impact this trend today and into the fu
Beth Nelson Chase, CFRE
Vice President for Mission Support, WTS

We thank all our donors.
A list of donors appears on the website.
Please be sure to send us ymaileaddress
S0 you can receive notices of quarterly postin
on our website.

By 2007, 19% of clergy on the ELCA roster were
women. In seminaries, the numbers of women and
men preparing for ministry are about equal.

SEND YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS TO:
pvoice@wartburgseminary.edu.
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(Continued from page 1.) tions where we help people with employm&uif of Michigan. Laurel relates that their fan
barriers to get joWe help people identifyand the congregations have faced enormo
years ago | was still awaiting my first call. | thedr dreams, believe in their future again,andal | enges . iYou can
eleven months between graduation and ords@-and achieve thgials. We serv@ver you have or just sin|
tion. | had been drafted to the South Dakd%D peopleyear who lack education,orwhpust f |l oated. 0
Synod along with twelve men. They all had cally have a chemical addictionnmntal AChall enges in the
before summer 6s e nd.healthlissue, r% @rininal tistory.eOnenoédmebthe Zammunities could have been demol
women pastors serving congregations in 8idst neglected and growing groups in @ing, but we have supported one another.
Now there are 54, and of that number 3 acaintry arexoffendersreturning to their have faced a serious medical issue includi
senior pastors. The number of women in a ssmamunities after incarceraiiten.provide extensive surgery. Our oldest son has intrac
ior pastor position in the ELCA remains profiog- transitional supports and case manafte epilepsy. Preparing his ketogenic diet |
tionately small. So, while some things chamgent. In many ways | feel that | have comeduifes constant vigilance. Tim and | started
others just shift. circle.What all of our clients need most &haring a call but now Tim serves full time
| served as a solo pastor in Badger, SD forrgige. | was drawn to ministry through a céfessiah Lutheran in Marquette and | serve |
years. | was associate pastor in Brookings,@ibnent to social justice and the pull of thme at Bethany in Nagaunee.
for eleven years when | was called to be guospel to make a difference in the world, td Bef or e | came, t hi
senior pastor. My associate is a young Natifteip the lowlyl. used to preach about servchallenging issues; my -tong service here
American pastor, Rev. Herb Wounded Headilllg the poor; now | serve theéhas been helpful to them. | asked for a p
Is The Persistent Voice still needed? Yes. poor,empowering them to realize dreamseduction which served them well. Over t
We have a long way to go yet. An example: at years they have often provided meals when
the ELCA Head of Staff Seminar this yearh aord from Rev. April Ulring Larspa responsibilities as a mother were essenti
senior pastor from New York asked about amgistent supporter of The Persistent Vgice Their care has been constant and my consist

call and wanted to know if my associate hasaeong with her husband, Rev. Judd Larson. pastoral ministry has likewise nurtured the
problems working with a female senior pastdmS 1978) In a phone interview she said: Ten years ago they d
The answer i s fino. 0 M Nk eeet hedMedts Jersistgmeya rvigei robey have not only survived but ha

thought was that no one had asked the forieee have provided quite a legacy. Thisnett art ed t o see some
senior past®a malé if I, as the associate, working newsletter has bound us together,

had any problems working witfThePersis- men and women who have a passionate cénword from Rev. Christine lverspa long-
tent Voice needs to continue. cern for issues of justice. It was a work ofttine contributor to PV(WTS, 1984):
| continue to be proud@ihefPersistent Voice Spirit becausee have not hather publica- In going through my files as | begin my ne
and each year 6s st aftbnsdquaerlikethis.ei r out st a ncalllfognd anassulbvfrom 1996 in which |
May God continue to bless all your voices! it i s not si mpl y verotecaboutnthe iwithesa of eny indthart It W
woman to be president of one of our ELG@0od to read and be reconnected to her and
Aword from Rev. Juel Pierd@/TS 1986): seminaries, the first woman to head EL@#® communityTdE Persistent Voice.

Dear Persistent Voice,

Although | am sad to hear that you will ng
publishing a print issue anymore, | am confi THE PERS'STENT VOlCE
thatThe Persistent Voice will continue on the
weld because it is the voice of God's Spirit!

The son | gave birth to between junior a
middler years is now ordained and serving |
own churches. Twenty years ago, | was serv
four churches in west central Kansas with |
N husband (one of four being &% €ongrega-

| am so thankful that, in a small way, | 'Addressmg |ss_ues_ tion). What had started out as-pointocall
be part ofhe Persistent Voice. Twenty years of gender and justice became four as the oil bust and rural crisis c
ago | was a parish pastor in a small rural pgEECEERUER I LELD tinued to hit hard.
for the last 18+ years | have been a hos working towards Rural ministry has long been a place wom
chaplain in St. Joseph, M@lso recently re- SISl partnership L‘ were called to because churches felt they we
tired after nearly 16 years as chair of the C¢g of women and men Afdown to a woman. 0 |
States Synod Candidacy Committeeiem- g | love rural ministry as a place that allows me
ber when | began my ministry as a parish |RUIISIHE be creative in many fields while having the ti
tor, a LCMS pastor from a nearby parish to get to know and care for people. | am bec
me, "l don't think women can be paditys."” ning a new call in Minnesota this month.
reply to him was, "Just watch mihough Global Mission, the first two ELCA womarsome things have changed for the bette
there are still a few who don't believe we carbisbops and the first tenured woman profeSsdrer e ar e SO0 many mo
pastors, many others have been watching, haaen ALC seminamg all Wartburg women.wonderful to hear men coming out of semin:
ing, and experiencing our minigtnd be- Wartburg, antlhe Persistent Voice, have  preaching and leading inclusively as their nol
cause the persistent voice calling us to minigtovided and continue to provide a place fhaenty years ago, | had to drive hours to m
is God's voice, we will continue to grow in nancourages women in leadership. Througith other clergy women (but we set time as
bers, power, and authority. Christis calingus.hi s net wor ki ng n e wsoleeetdlyesas preciceisvaachnecessary)w e

Thanks be to God for all of us, and thdseow each other personally, we support eacBome things have not changed. | have be
whom God will call in generations to come. other. | have never thrown away an issuéntérviewing for more than two years and w

The PersistentVoice. T hey ar e paldenwie dharsonae that the congregation
A word from Rebecca EllensofWTS 1990): April now serves as senior pastor of Fingtt want a woman as lead pastor but wouls

Twenty years ago | was anticipating graduatheran Church in Duluth, Minnesota. Silease interview anyway. We are not past ne
tion and call when | took on the role of studerty s , AMy wor k i s singtorald paoplé acgpuntable inlissukseof g
editor for this new newsletter. things full speed in many different dimeler and justice. We grow quiet at our own pe

Rev. April Larson, another WTS grad wdio ons. 0 She served Ame, litipaskes pnnéticed. Tdgethere a
become the first ELCA woman bishop, was ttientime she completed her service, only weices have power!
the assistant to the bishop of the Southebsthops had been serving longer. She said,

Minnesota synod. | was assigned to that syiddd ve been pri vi |l e gspifitediAltionn @V e ¢ b
and she was instrumental in advocating forramge of ministry experiences: a traine
call to a wonderful rural parish.Search Bible study leader, pastor with Jud

After 4 1/2 years there | accepted a call termaall rural congregations, assistant to 1%
very large congregation in Dgluth, MN. anshop, theﬁ_dz_uthera.n woman bishop in thq is 20th year editiofTref Persistent Voice to
served there f0rl/2 years associate pastor. world, serving continuously on the Age a 4page issue, when there was a knock :
The congregati@xperienced many changesand Executive Committees of the ELCA C%- doorRev. Mart’ha Butzier (WTS, 2005)
and_ transitions, i_ncludihg election of the ference of Bishops, and extensive ecumen QJ ked her head. i’ n an
senior pastor to bishop, arjd the sudden death ofd g _I oba I. experienges a3 Voi& bnsrrﬂ/%ﬁlld. Bo you need
the next senior pastor while he was on sabbafihrough it all, April serves with grace, A5 me mone y?20 We said
cal. | experienced a number of significant p#renticity and wisdom. X

Christopher deForest ar
e sitting in my office wo.
8 if we had the resource. ..

" : will be just enoughé.
sonal transitions myself and decided to leave J g
parish ministry. Aword from Rev. Laurel Halvorsen Bernard C
| began working in the-prarfit sector of one of our early staff members (WTS 1994): hallenge

Duluth, first as an affordable housing projedh a phone interview, Laurel said that ¢ Where were you, men and women, 20 yes
developer, then as a gvaiter and strategic together with husband, Rev. Tim Bern@go? Where are you now? Send your stories
planning consultant, and for the last 5 yearsase served many years in the Upper Pen Ncookeverist@wartburgseminary.edu.

the Executive Director of SOAR Career Solu 3



From the very begin-
ning men have shared
this mission.The first

: poem published by The
Persistent Voieas by Ray Blank, written for
Feminist Theology class in 1989. We re-print his
work, beside that of two other men, current stu-
dent Scott Piper and graduate Peter Heide.

FREEDOM

Ray Blank, WTS, 1992

FREEDOM

Free to be,

All that you can be.
Unless that offends me.

»
-y

OPPRESSION!

FREEDOM
Free to be,
All that you can be.

To reach to be able to see,
All that | can be.

You challenge growth within me.

Their Patient Walk
By Scott Piper, MDiv. Middler
Based on Luke 24:1-12.

Spices prepared

s to the tomb,

themselves prepared
for their nurturing work.

Among empty linen cloths,
it is truth the women find,
truth they remember,
truth they carry
with them to proclaim.

All that | allow you be, Says ME.

Bewildered
they are reminded,
joyful they return.

Upon ears that do not hear
the sound of their words fall,
fiHe i s not

Together WE The promise of promises fulfilled,
LIBERATION! and forgotten.
PENTECOST In sin, we win, begin

By Rev. Peter Heide, Leland WI, WTS, 1996

Many voices, choices, Word,

From wooden throne, flesh and bone,
we heard forgiveness.

For all who live in crisis, Christ is
the one who speaks

to us, with us, in us.

So that our ending changes, rearra | |
the way we feel and think, link J

The way we live, we give our lives. |{

To the word that rises from the dus
For u8 for us.

We try to stay, but stray, lost
We try to hide, guilt and pride,
what cost

Atonement

Broken, and unclean, we lean
on grace alone

To live in
Or pilgrimage, we go, know
Christds righteou
To the world that knows the glove
Not lové not love

' Through the one who teaches
reaches down to humans
\ With care, to share, and bear
Our unfaithfulnessts
Excruciating, shame, came

S mournful they walk

her e,

bapti smd

Dance of Discernment
By Wendy Kalan, MDiv. Middler

Six years ago, Allison deForest drove to lo
from Massachusetts to check out Wartburg v
her husband Chris and daugbBterse and
Mal |l orvy. They were ¢
ordained ministry¥hile driving home, Allison
realized this was the right thing to do as a far
Tright for Chris, right for the igibat what
about her? She would give up so much a
leave behind a life she knew and [9Vithl.
tears and uncertaint
and supported this radical new direction.

Allison says, Alt' s
gards to the life she and Chris have share
Early in their marriapeylived in Florida while
Allison was in thidavy, and then moved to
Tennessee for Allison's md an engi-
neer. With her careanderway, Chris worked
as a freelance writdhe dancthendipped in
Chris's directiomhen he was offered aifjob
Massachusetts too good to pgsA |l | i s C
fotus shiftdd eos théaughdees randdbecoming
deeply involved with their chiitedn she was
diagnosed with breast caner37, with two
young children. During that difficult tim
sheand Chris felt so much support from the
home congregation that she began to see
clearly that God was truly present. She reme
Beiﬂyé.esﬁ\/vepk%%(me%v%vat
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time more joyous but no lesshkfieging. One
morning over breakfast, Chris explessexs
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Child finds the stair, do more. o And so the
beware, fright seminary life.
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Center for Theology and Land, and passing u
job as an engineerPeosta, she began to feel
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Punishment by law, blameless, shamglesbegan the MDiv. traGuestions about their

Redeeming us with great love
Made whalemade whole!

Peter, who has been legally blind for the last few years,
just had a cornea transplant. He serves two small rural
congregations, St. Jolf

PERSISTENT VOICE EVENT
Thursday, May 7, 7pm
Fritschel Auditorium, WTS Campus
Rev. Steve Brackett, Pastor of St. Paul Lu-
theran Church in Postville, IA and WTS gr
(605) will |l ead a
situation in his community, one year after
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true calls continued. What remained constant
Allison was a | ove f
arship; she was enthralled by Hebrew ar
Greek, and the interpretation of scripture.

n & sNOW, §ix yeas, later, Allison and Chris a

dancing again, graduating together with ML
degrees. The sway of the dance leads them
St. Andrews University in Scotland, where £
son will work 3 years towards her doctora
while Chris supports the family with freelan
writing and hormeaking, keeping his heart and
mind open for a new call in the globs
aburch. Whah have they learned from all this
Al | i son s athegettingfhéret buts
the goingon t he jnat@agame you .
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