
AS WARTBURG THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

GRADUATES ARE SENT OUT, CONGREGATIONS 

AND COMMUNITIES HEAR GOD’S WORD, 

EXPERIENCE GOD’S LOVE, WITNESS GOD’S  

FAITHFULNESS AND SERVE THEIR NEIGHBORS.

Pastors
Diaconal ministers
Leaders in communities
Youth leaders
Leaders in social ministry organizations
Lay leaders

FORMING VALUED LEADERS 
           for GOD’S MISSION Dubuque, Iowa

www.wartburgseminary.edu

O	 ne of Wartburg Theological Seminary’s greatest strengths is 
	 that we know what we do well and we are focused on doing 
it – forming and educating leaders to serve Christ in the church 
and in the world.  We are a small school. But don’t mistake small 
for insignificant (think David and Goliath!).  I’ve come to think about 
Wartburg as the craft brewery of the seminary world.  What do we 
mean by that?  We take our time, choose our ingredients carefully, 
attend to each step of the process.  At WTS, students are educated 
in a curriculum that is designed to form leaders who are spiritually 
grounded in Christ, academically grounded in the Christian tradition, 
and personally grounded in who God created them to be.  Our 
graduates are skilled and artful leaders who have learned how to 
think - how to draw on the breadth of the Lutheran tradition and 
make it come alive for a new day.  We know that forming gifted 
leaders to serve within the church or beyond it is not a matter of 
mass production, but a finely tuned practice of attending to each 
person’s gifts, strengths and areas for growth so that graduates are 
deeply rooted in the mission of the gospel and prepared to lead a 
community of faith for a new day.  

In Christ’s name and service,

The Rev. Louise N. Johnson, President

WARTBURG THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

FAST FACTS

LOCATION: Wartburg Theological Seminary’s campus is located in 
Dubuque, Iowa. The city of Dubuque was awarded first place in the 
2016 City Cultral Diversity Awards for the City’s support of Inclusive 
Dubuque and its efforts to develop a community equity profile. The 
seminary campus is located in a welcoming residential neighbor-
hood and features housing for single, married, and students with 
families. In addition, WTS offers a robust nationwide distributed 
learning program making education accessible for all who are called 
to public ministry. 
 
ENROLLMENT: 170+ students in all degrees and programs.

DEGREES AND PROGRAMS: Wartburg Theological Seminary serves 
the church through the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA) and offers three graduate-level degrees; Master of Divinity,
Master of Arts, and Master of Arts in Diaconal Ministry. 

CONCENTRATIONS: Students can choose to add concentrations in 
Youth, Culture and Mission, or Hispanic Ministry.

CENTERS: Center for Global Theologies, Center for Theology and 
Land, and Center for Youth Ministries.

LEARNING FOR LIFE - SEMINARY FOR EVERYONE: Explore faith 
through online or on-campus courses.  Wartburg offers  
opportunities for all the baptized, of all vocations, and from all  
locations to access theological education.  Seminary is for everyone.

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS: Hispanic Ministry, Rural Ministry,  
Theological Studies, Theology and Congregational Leadership, and 
Youth and Family Ministry.

ACCREDITATION: Wartburg Theological Seminary is accredited by 
the Association of Theological Schools (ATS) and the Higher Learning 
Commission of the North Central Association.

www.wartburgseminary.edu |Dubuque, IA | 563-589-0200



Proclaim the GOSPEL
Develop ministries to
END POVERTY and HUNGER

                                         Share God’s LOVE
Build mutual understanding between 

      PEOPLE OF ALL RACES

Stand up for the OPPRESSED

Seek  JUSTICE  for all

                          Create sacred spaces for 

WORSHIP and HOSPITALITY

Help others discover 

GOD’S CALL

“While the frontier is a very different place than it 
was when our seminary was founded 160 years 
ago, we still see the frontier all around us – the 
places where people are longing for God, longing 
for daily bread, longing for justice.  And we 
continue to prepare leaders with a heart for 
serving, leaders who are faithful, wise, creative, 
and prepared to lead a community of faith for a 
NEW DAY.”

– The Rev. Louise Johnson, President

FORMING LEADERS 
WHO WILL...



Navigating your FINANCES during  
seminary can be challenging. The Wartburg  
Theological Seminary Financial Aid Office is 
DEDICATED to assisting you in funding 
your seminary education. We are  
committed to ADVOCATING for, and  
accompanying you as you steward  
financial resources throughout seminary.  
 
The FUNDING of your education is a  
collaborative effort where you PARTNER 
with the Financial Aid, Mission Support, 
and Admissions offices at Wartburg, as 
well as a  variety of others; congregations, 
synods, foundations, and the ELCA.

FUNDING YOUR SEMINARY EDUCATION 
HOW CAN I AFFORD SEMINARY?

www.wartburgseminary.edu | 563-589-0203 
admissions@wartburgseminary.edu 



FUNDING RESOURCES

INSTITUTIONAL GRANTS
•	 Full-time student
•	 Degree-seeking student
•	 Satisfactory Academic Progress 
•	 Completion of the Wartburg Seminary Financial Aid Annual  

Eligibility Form

OUTSIDE GIFTS
•	 Home Congregations
•	 Synods
•	 Church related organizations
•	 Family
•	 Friends 

OUTSIDE SCHOLARSHIPS
•	 Sources posted on www.wartburgseminary.edu
•	 Scholarships sought by the student

FEDERAL STUDENT LOANS AND FEDERAL WORKSTUDY
•	 Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
•	 Completion of the Wartburg Seminary Financial Aid Annual  

Eligibility Form

FINANCIAL WELLNESS 
Website Tools

Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota
•	 Six free financial counseling sessions per year

•	 Student Spending Tracker
•	 Debt Affordability calculator

•	 Debt Repayment Worksheet
•	 Post Graduation Budget

www.wartburgseminary.edu | admissions@wartburgseminary.edu | 563-589-0203

www.wartburgseminary.edu/enroll
APPLY TODAY



THE MASTER OF DIVINITY (MDIV) degree program at Wartburg Theological Seminary 
is an innovative program that prepares leaders for Word and Sacrament ministry in the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and many other denominations. Students in the 
MDiv program participate in a 160+ year tradition of outstanding theological education 
marked by spiritual formation, contextual learning, life giving relationships, and academic 
excellence. With a committed faculty and a curricular emphasis in forming leaders for the 
changing church, Wartburg Seminary continues to produce dedicated and well-equipped 
church leaders who both proclaim and teach the faith. 

MASTER OF DIVINITY - COLLABORATIVE  LEARNING

www.wartburgseminary.edu | 563-589-0203 
admissions@wartburgseminary.edu 

Immerse yourself in full-time studies while  
SERVING part-time in a congregation.

Engage an INNOVATIVE learning model 
based in the context of the real world. 

DEDICATED financial aid for  
collaborative learners.

Two, one-week intensives that ENGAGE faculty 
and fellow learners face-to-face. 

DYNAMIC online learning that engages 
residential, distributed learning, and collaborative  

learning communities. 

Strive to cover the FULL EDUCATIONAL 
COST in partnership with the student, synod,                   

congregation, and seminary.

Intentional STUDENT SUPPORT 
- faculty advisor and ELCA candidacy liaison.

Learn while serving in a community of faith; gaining 
REAL ministry experience. 



WARTBURG THEOLOGICAL  
SEMINARY offers several on-line and 
on-campus visit OPPORTUNITIES 
throughout the year, because the best 
way to learn about Wartburg is to visit our 
COMMUNITY. 
 
We are also glad to arrange an individual 
visit that fits your schedule and needs. 
Knowing that DISCERNMENT  
happens in community, we welcome your 
spouse, partner, pastor, relative, or friend 
to join you on your VISIT. 

CONSIDERING YOUR CALL
VISIT WARTBURG THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

www.wartburgseminary.edu | 563-589-0203 
admissions@wartburgseminary.edu 

SEPTEMBER 21, 2017 - Online Open House 
OCTOBER 14, 2017 - Fall Open House in Dubuque, Iowa
 Online Open House
MARCH 9-11, 2018 - Considering Your Call Discernment Weekend in 
Dubuque, Iowa

WE WELCOME YOU TO ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING: 

ON-CAMPUS DISCERNMENT WEEKEND  
Considering Your Call 
March 9-11, 2018 
 
PICK A DATE THAT WORKS FOR YOU 
www.wartburgseminary.edu/campus-visit

ON-LINE OPEN HOUSE 
September 21, 2017 
November 14, 2017

ON-CAMPUS OPEN HOUSE 
October 14, 2017

REGISTER FOR YOUR VISIT TODAY! 
www.wartburgseminary.edu/campus-visit 

 



THE MASTER OF DIVINITY (MDIV) degree program at Wartburg Theological Seminary 
is an innovative program that prepares leaders for Word and Sacrament ministry in the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and many other denominations. Students in the 
MDiv program participate in a 160+ year tradition of outstanding theological education 
marked by spiritual formation, contextual learning, life giving relationships, and academic 
excellence. With a committed faculty and a curricular emphasis in forming leaders for the 
changing church, Wartburg Seminary continues to produce dedicated and well-equipped 
church leaders who both proclaim and teach the faith. 

MASTER OF DIVINITY - DISTRIBUTED  LEARNING

www.wartburgseminary.edu | 563-589-0203 
admissions@wartburgseminary.edu 

Engage an INNOVATIVE learning model 
based in the context of the real world. 

Two, one-week intensives that ENGAGE faculty 
and fellow learners face-to-face. 

DYNAMIC on-line learning that engages 
residential, distributed learning, and collaborative  

learning communities. 

Intentional STUDENT SUPPORT 
- faculty advisor and ELCA candidacy liaison.

DEDICATED financial aid for distributed learners.



Provides the opportunity to live in an  
INTENTIONAL community of formation.

Engagement in wider Dubuque community  
through SERVICE LEARNING .

THE MASTER OF DIVINITY (MDIV) degree program at Wartburg Theological Seminary 
is an innovative program that prepares leaders for Word and Sacrament ministry in the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and many other denominations. Students in the 
MDiv program participate in a 160+ year tradition of outstanding theological education 
marked by spiritual formation, contextual learning, life giving relationships, and academic 
excellence. With a committed faculty and a curricular emphasis in forming leaders for the 
changing church, Wartburg Seminary continues to produce dedicated and well-equipped 
church leaders who both proclaim and teach the faith. 

MASTER OF DIVINITY - RESIDENTIAL LEARNING

www.wartburgseminary.edu | 563-589-0203 
admissions@wartburgseminary.edu 

Immerse yourself in  
DAILY WORSHIP and FELLOWSHIP.

DEDICATED financial aid for residential learners.

Intentional STUDENT SUPPORT 
- faculty advisor and ELCA candidacy liaison.

DYNAMIC engagement with a world-class faculty. 

SUSTAINABLE campus. 
Affordable campus housing on a  



WARTBURG THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

FAST FACTS

LOCATION: Wartburg Theological Seminary’s campus is located in 
Dubuque, Iowa. The city of Dubuque was awarded first place in the 
2016 City Cultral Diversity Awards for the City’s support of Inclusive 
Dubuque and its efforts to develop a community equity profile. The 
seminary campus is located in a welcoming residential neighbor-
hood and features housing for single, married, and students with 
families. In addition, WTS offers a robust nationwide distributed 
learning program making education accessible for all who are called 
to public ministry. 
 
ENROLLMENT: 170+ students in all degrees and programs.

DEGREES AND PROGRAMS: Wartburg Theological Seminary serves 
the church through the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA) and offers three graduate-level degrees; Master of Divinity,
Master of Arts, and Master of Arts in Diaconal Ministry. 

CONCENTRATIONS: Students can choose to add concentrations in 
Youth, Culture and Mission, or Hispanic Ministry.

CENTERS: Center for Global Theologies, Center for Theology and 
Land, and Center for Youth Ministries.

LEARNING FOR LIFE - SEMINARY FOR EVERYONE: Explore faith 
through online or on-campus courses.  Wartburg offers  
opportunities for all the baptized, of all vocations, and from all  
locations to access theological education.  Seminary is for everyone.

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS: Hispanic Ministry, Rural Ministry,  
Theological Studies, Theology and Congregational Leadership, and 
Youth and Family Ministry.

ACCREDITATION: Wartburg Theological Seminary is accredited by 
the Association of Theological Schools (ATS) and the Higher Learning 
Commission of the North Central Association.

www.wartburgseminary.edu | admissions@wartburgseminary.edu | 563-589-0203

www.wartburgseminary.edu/enroll
APPLY TODAY
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