Appendix II: The Third US Century and Our Mission

ID 221, Box 6, Folder 12, Namibia Archives, Wartburg Theological Seminary, Dubuque, IA.

This appendix is a booklet which was written and distributed by the
Commission on the Third Century and the American Lutheran Church. The purpose
of the booklet was to inform congregations and members of the ALC about the

Manifesto and their role in the changing nation.

This particular document shows the great extent that the ALC took to make
sure her members were informed of the Manifesto and able to reflect on it. One of
the more powerful pieces of the ALCs entire work for the Third Century might be
that the product, the Manifesto, was presented with the intent that people would
form their own Manifestos based on it. This document provides a foundation for
thinking about one’s own ideals—whether personal or in a group—and gives

direction to act on one’s own ideals.

Additionally, suggestions for worship in this document are important. The
suggestions integrate the Manifesto and life in America into things which can reflect

God’s glory and can give glory to God.
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Appendix III: Timeline of Namibian Rule through the 1970s

This is a timeline of events pertaining to the control of Namibia by different groups
over time and the independence of Namibia. These are the political/governmental
actions taken by multiple nations over nearly 500 years in regard to Namibia. This
timeline serves for a general background regarding the political authorities of

Namibia.

* 1485 - Portuguese land on Namibia coast en route to India

* 1652 - Dutch East India Company traders arrive at Cape of Good Hope

* 1805 - Two German representatives from the London Missionary Society
arrive in Namibia

* 1842 - German Rhenish Mission begins work in Namibia

* 1863 - First Christian community established

* 1884 - Namibia becomes a German Colony

* 1910 - Britain transfers power to white minority in South Africa (Union of
South Africa EST.)

* 1914 - South Africa (British) invades Namibia

* 1915 - Germans surrender & Namibia goes under interim military rule

* 1919 - League of Nations entrusts Namibia to South Africa

* 1925 - Black laborers are recruited to leave their families to work in mines

* 1945 - UN denies South Africa request to incorporate Namibia

* 1948 - South Africa becomes independent of Great Britain. South Africa
continues to control Namibia; Nationalist party wins election

* 1963 - South Africa plans for permanent apartheid on Namibia in Odendaal
Commission

* 1964 - Odenall Commission: official plan for apartheid to be officially
imposed

* 1966 - UN General Assembly terminates South Africa mandate and claims
administration of Namibia

* 1966 - SWAPO forms to work against the Apartheid in South Africa

* 1969 - UN Security Council terminates South Africa's mandate over Namibia

* 1971 - International Court of Justice declares South Africa’s occupation of
Namibia illegal

* 1973 - UN declares SWAPO to be representative of Namibian People
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Appendix IV: Interview with Peter and Solveig Kjeseth
January 2012 - via Skype

The following notes are from an interview between Peter and Solveig Kjeseth
and me in regard to this paper. A recorded copy of this interview can be found in
the Namibia Archives. Some of the sound was garbled in the recording. I have done
my best to add in parentheses the general content of what was said based on my
notes and/or memory of the conversation. Key: P refers to Peter Kjeseth, S refers to
Solveig Kjeseth, and K refers to Katherine Chullino.

S: Do you have an idea of how you'’d like to do this, or should we just plow ahead?
K: Well, did you guys get the email with the things I'd like to talk about?

P: “1. How Namibia Concerns started. 2. I'd like to know more about the Commission
on the Third Century? 3. Would you have some knowledge of other movements in
the US?” Is that the email you're talking about?

K: Yep. For the first one, the Namibia Concerns Committee, I kind of know some of
the history about the family that was here—

S: The Shejavalis, yeah.

K: But, I'm wondering what kind of foot work you had to do to start the committee.
S: Well, at that time there was a big umbrella, the Global Concerns Committee.

K: Mhmm.

S: And, out of that were little concerns. I mean, you know, people chose what they
wanted to work on. And, there were about seven of us who were a Namibia
Concerns Committee. Yeah, that was the beginning of it. And, Selma Shejavali, she
and Susan Burchfield and I started just going out to any women’s group, high school,
or church to tell the story about Namibia. That just slowly, slowly, slowly [began].
The global mission events that the church had every summer were a big source of
building the network. I think I said, the network was at 11,000 by the time of
Namibia independence. So, it went from seven... And, then they were in all the
different states by the end.

P: Coming back to the beginning, Solveig will have to help me because I'm old and
forgetful, but there was a terrible bombing up in Angola that sort of gave special
push—what was the name?

S: Kissinga Massacre was March 4, 1978—You've seen that probably.

P: Kissinga Massacre is something you’ve got to put in your research.
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S: The second big push was when the Shejavali’s returned to Namibia that summer,
1978, about August. Within 24 hours of getting to their home in Namibia, the
security people took Abisai away in a pickup truck. And the next morning they came
and got Selma and took her, and left the two little girls who just two weeks earlier
had been riding their tricycles around the quadrangle at Wartburg. They could not
speak to their grandparents, they did not know the Oshiwambo language... The next
day, Bishop Dumeni, hearing that Abisai had been taken then Selma, drove all night
to the place where the little girls were. He got back to the grandparents homestead
just in time to see the soldiers come and take the two little girls—they were terrified
of course. Then the older, who was eight, said, ‘Our parents don’t let us ride with
strangers.” Then Bishop Dumeni said, ‘If the girls must go, I will take them in my car.’
And, one of the soldiers started to get in the car and Dumeni said, ‘I never let anyone
with a gun in my car.” And then the soldiers put their gun up to his head. It had to be
traumatic for those little kidlets. They were released—the whole family—Ilater that
day after the girls were taken. It was an effort to scare them. When Susan Birchfield
and I sent out the report about this incident, that’s when it really got the attention.
We sent it to all the Wartburg alums who had been at Wartburg during the Shejavali
years.

K: Okay.

S: You know Abisai and Selmer were there for about six years, so you've got six
classes of people who know them, that was the beginning of the network.

P: Let me interrupt saying that was sort of the absolutely enduring core of Wartburg
people—there were people outside of Wartburg who for other reasons got involved
deeply with Namibia. Those people had personal experience of the Shejavalis and
later other Namibian students at Wartburg. They were something of the core group.
Wouldn’t you say so?

S: Yes, always we could count on the Wartburg grads, no matter. You know because
for the next 29 years, was it? There was always one Namibian student or a family on
campus.

K: I've seen, we have a list back here we have this big folio, if you can see it.

S: Oh, yeah, I can see those are John Liebenberg’s photos.

K: Yesitis.

S: T heard you got ahold of him. I got a wonderful, quick email back from him. Just
really. He said, “I don’t get to Cape Town very often. But, I will get there.” And, he
couldn’t believe we now live here.

P: We're all still alive, we have to hang in ‘til he gets here!

S: How did you make contact with him.

K: Well, when Jeremia was here in October—

S: --Kashalulu?
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K: Kashalulu. He found himself in one of these pictures, he was leading a protest. He
was leading hundreds of students.

S: Really.

P: (Laughing in background)

K: And, he wanted to know if he could have a copy of the picture. [ didn’t know if he
could or not because I didn’t know our copyright laws. So, I just Google searched for
John [Liebenberg] and found him, his page. And, he had a little link to click that said,
“Email Me.” So, | emailed him and asked.

S: Oh come on!

P: See, you're young and know how to work these crazy machines, and I don’t!

S: We go back. He is exceptional, a brilliant photographer.

P: Exceptionally crazy.

S: Who's had an exceptionally rough life.

P: Yes, very much.

S: He was abandoned as a child. He sent me a letter once explaining how he had
come—he’s South African, obviously. And, uh, how he had come to Namibia looking
for himself,  mean he is just so sensitive, in a search for himself. Instead, he said, “I
found a country and a cause.” And, he was exceptionally courageous during the
struggle.

K: Clearly.

S: And then since then, oh, unbelievable.

K: His pictures—

S: When you consider it’s against the law to take pictures of military vehicles, you've
got them in the background there! (Note: There was a display of Liebenberg’s
photos behind me.)

S: The first time we were in Namibia—

P:In [19]88--

S: --we were over at the council of churches offices with Abisai Shejavali, and they
brought a man who was totally beaten, that's terrible. They had just brought in a guy
who had been totally, brutally beaten. And, John was called to take pictures of this
and document it. And, after he had done that we were standing out front of the
council of churches offices and a military plane flew overhead, and John
immediately on his camera flicks the telephoto on and was taking pictures of it, just
in open defiance. And, then once, when [ was in Denver, that would have been in 84,
[ got this incoherent phone call in the middle of the night from, I couldn’t imagine
who, and it was John. And, he said, “I am about to leave for this place, there is action
there, and I want somebody outside of the country to know where I am heading so if
[ don’t come back that the people will know where to search.” Anyway. Then, later,
really almost at the end of the struggle, I think it was in ‘88. One night he got a phone
call saying there’s been a bomb going off in Katutura, which was ___ Township. He
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jumped into his pickup truck and headed out that way and in a certain place, which I
can see in my mind, kind of an overpass almost, and another car pulled up beside
him and just whittled his with bullets. And, he went to the police station to report
that somebody had tried to kill him and there on the bulletin board was his picture
with a target. So, he said, “I don’t think they were taking my concerns very serious.”
P: You see, Katie, this stuff seems so strange. Even now looking back. But, though,
those times were brutal, brutal times. You know when we, the reason we got into
Namibia in 1988, was that [ had a chance to teach at the University of Zimbabwe.
And then met all kinds of people—some still our friends today—who were in life-
threatening exile in Zimbabwe. And, you kind of got used to it. Looking back you
don’t believe that it was like that, but it was. The place where I would have walked
over to get fresh bread in the morning, a little shopping center in __, that had been
the place—

S: The Italian bakery, there was a car-bombing there just before we arrived.

P: So, it wasn’t games, it was deadly, deadly serious.

S: And, Liebenberg, was just very courageous.

P: Yep.

S: But, now we got off the track a little.

K: That’s okay.

S: I was glad you put me in touch with him.

K: Well, good.

S: Where are you sitting?

K: This is our Namibia Archives.

S: Really?

K: I'll show you around the room.

S: Where is it?

K: It’s in the basement, I believe it used to be the Business Office.

P: Oh sure.

K: We’ve got back here, a bunch of llah’s [Weiblen] stuff, that she had archived. And
as we go around, I believe this is more of your guys’ stuff, at least there are quite a
few boxes that have your name on them. In fact, 'm going through one of them this
month. Back there in the corner is our pictures, the display of John'’s pictures. And,
then we just have my lovely computer station over there.

S: T have one question and then we’re through with John for the moment. When Ilah
and I visited in Namibia in 1997 or so, and after independence, we were at John'’s
house and he said, his works had just come back from a show in France. And, he
said, they were framed, I'd like you folks to choose one, and we chose one large one
of two men each in wheel chairs—

K: One second—(I moved camera to show Solveig picture)
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S: There it is! That would be it. I didn’t know, when we came back I told Ilah she
must keep it because Wartburg was the Namibia place. But, [ don’t know, I think she
had it in her home for a little while.

K: She probably did. When I got to the archives—do you guys know about the kind
of scholarship thing they’re doing with the archives?

P: Just briefly, Winston wrote something, but review it for us.

K: They have a program set up where students, they pick senior students every year,
to write a thesis on Papua New Guinea and on Namibia and each student gets a $500
stipend or scholarship. For Papua New Guinea they do a thesis. For Namibia project
you pick a box or two off the shelf and you start to archive it and from that box you
come up with a thesis. So, when I got here the students who had started to do this in
the past, hadn’t started to archive on the computer. So, the archives weren’t set up
for people to visit either. The only people who could navigate the archives are the
students who had worked in here.

S: Is that right?

K: In fact, our sign on the door was spelled wrong. So, when Jeremia Kashululu came
to visit, my husband quickly engraved and painted a sign to put outside the door.
Because, we figured if someone from Namibia was coming to visit, they deserved a
sign that actually said, “Namibia.”

S: Ohyes, I bet it said Nambia. Everybody, in fact, when our mailing list got really
big, everybody would get the newsletter quarterly, but we had a list of 1100, not
11,000, who would get updates and calls to action. Probably monthly, and we called
them Nambia Nuts, because everyone mispronounced Namibia.

P: I wanted to ask, who in the faculty supervises the Namibia scholarship, the yearly
thing?

K: Winston does, because he was on sabbatical, Sam Giere is supervising me right
now.

P: Okay. So, we should contact him if we're going to say somebody from Namibia
would like to come and spend a year archiving. Haha.

K: You know, [ wish I could take these with me, because I want so badly—I came up
with a system to archive and [ want so badly to get stuff in it so people can use it.

S: It needs to be accessible.

K: You know, they’re doing what they can to get there, I realize that.

S: You had asked, about students that would be able to tell what it was like. Really,
Susan Birchfield of course. And, Dan
Peter has his email, so he should send that over.

P: And, Katie, I've also got about four or five other names, and one of the names |

, Dan would be the good source there. And,

wanted to share with you is Kent Johnson...He started out as a book-keeping.
S: He was in his senior year at Luther College, with accounting, he was a CPA
already, just this really bright guy. And, he had, what was her name that was so
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active at Luther College...any way the student who was campus pastor at Luther,
Julie Denison is her name. And, he went to a conference on Namibia in New York
City. At that time, Kent Johnson looked like he was nine-years-old. And, there I was
so worried that this baby going off to New York City, you know [ met him at the
conference and he seemed fine, but after that, he called me one day and said, “What
could I do? I'd like to spend a year in Namibia.” And, I called up Selma Shejavali and
the guy that’s now Bishop Kameeta, and said, “Can anybody use a certified
accountant.” And, Kameeta almost fell off his chair in his eagerness, “Send him, send
him!” And, so Kent worked with the church in the south for a year, trying to organize
their completely disorganized office system. And, he is one that would be interesting
to talk to.

P: He never really quit.

S: He has always been interested. But, now I want to speak on a different issue.

S: One thing you should find in the archives there, now I'm blocking on what it’s
called, the ELCA did a Namibia[ Anniversary Year?] (The recording is garbled up
here). That would have been after the Cassinga Massacre but before independence.
P: Between 78 and 94

S:--and 90

P: 90, yeah.

S: Do you see something? That’s not the formal name of it, but it's Namibia emphasis
and Susan Birchfield wrote liturgies for about 2 or 3 years for every year, the
Sunday that was closest to Cassinga, May 4, was declared National Namibia Sunday.
And, the liturgy centered on the struggle in Namibia.

P: I'm sure you get (more garbled up recording).

K: Yep, and [ have her phone number, actually, because...I felt like a bit of a creeper,
any name I find, if [ think it's a pastor in the ELCA, I'll go on the ELCA website and
search for them. I figure that’s what the resources are there for!

S: Absolutely. She was just, such a, unbelievable. For one thing, she set up our
database. Susan can do anything. She set up our database so ___that we could locate
a person, for example which people on the mailing list joined Namibia Concerns and
Global Mission Emphasis in 1988, or we could sort them by zip code or phone
number.

K: Do you know if those lists still exist?

S: You know, I don’t know what happened to that thing. There is, [ believe, in our
attic in Denver, not the final, but a list, a printout of probably the Nambia Nuts. But,
there should be that at Wartburg too, I would think.

K: I bet there is somewhere.

P: Katie, I suspect Ilah has saved it someplace.

S: But, all of that went off to Chicago when we closed the Denver Namibia office.

K: Oh.
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S: Our films and videos and everything went to what was then called Southern Africa
Network in Chicago. You know who might know about that is Jim [Knutson?].

P: Yeah.

S: I don’t know, that had ceased to exist, the Southern Africa Network. But, he was
active right as long as it existed.

P: We used to drive in the early morning to Chicago to meet with him after Namibia

Concerns ___. Ilah and [ would take the ___and get up in the early mornings and go
to Chicago.

S: Were the meetings at the ELCA office?

P: Yes.

K: Do you know, was it the ELCA who started the Southern Africa Network?

S: Yeah, it was the outgrowth of National Namibia Concerns. We went from National
Namibia Concerns to Southern Africa Concerns and then Southern Africa Network.
P: This is so interesting, because, you know, you open one memory door and all
kinds of others creek open. Well, I'm just wondering when is your next class?

K: Well, I don’t have any other classes right now, this is it, this is my J-Term.

P: Well, [ was just going to say, we could go on for hours. Say a couple of things on
the Commission for the Third Century, I could do that.

K: Yes.

P: Did you find a copy of the Manifesto?

K: I did. [ found a couple different copies.

P: Is there any way you can send me one by email?

K: I can, I tried to send you a picture of one, because I had taken a picture on my
phone so I could read it at home that night.

P: I haven'’t gotten anything. What address are you using? Was it
[peter@sunnycovemanor.co.--|

K: Yep, that’s the one I sent it to, it might have been too big to send. [ will go scan a
copy of it.

P: Unless you did it in an attachment that | can’t manage.

K: That could be it too, I don’t remember what it saved as.

P: Did you have a list of people who were on that commission?

K: I do.

P: Mary Henry, remember the woman, the big black woman from Los Angeles. Al
Quie, before he became governor, was he the governor of South Dakota or North
Dakota?

K: North Dakota, I believe. I have the list right here. I have a few copies of it. Al
Rogness?

P: Al Rogness, yes.
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K: I also found a copy of—the governor from North Dakota wrote a poem about, I
think it was about drilling maybe for oil or something in North Dakota and
preserving the land. Anyway, [ found a signed copy of it.

P: Think low key, good guy, I (or llah?) liked him.

K: Arthur Link, that’s his name.

P: Yes, Arthur Link, right. I used to correspond for years after with Mary Henry. Do
you got any pictures? She had the biggest afro you ever saw.

K: Nope, [ haven’t found any pictures of her. But I did find a cassette tape recording
of, I think, part of the second meeting for the Third Century and the third meeting. [
plan to listen to them in the car when I'm travelling this weekend.

P: Oh, great! We talked about (garbled sound). Al Quie was more concerned than |
would be with radical ___ of the commission. (P says something about Mary Henry
and Peter differing from Quie. From what I can recall from the original conversation,
Quie presented the Manifesto in a less radical light than Peter and Mary felt it should
have been.)

P: I just thought I should give you both sides of it.

K: Details!

P: I wondered if you would find different forms and options of it. We worked awfully
hard on it.

K: I did.

P: The first, second, draft. I just wondered if any of that stuff was in there.

K: Those are in there. | have probably at least eight different drafts

P: (laughs)

K:--because I have different people’s drafts. There are individuals, [ would say their
initial thoughts, and then their early group thoughts put together. And, then there’s
finally the final Manifesto that was sent out, I'm guessing, to congregations. It’s little
half-sheets.

P: Yeah. It was an interesting, interesting time and interesting discussion. I look back
and see where we continued and where we failed. We battled with the church
administration on the ___ and that came after the Manifesto, but all things were
related. Where the ELCA is now...

K: It’s fascinating to see that document and how those ideas—whether or not they
were intentionally played out later on—were played out through things like the
Namibia Concerns Committee.

P: Yeah.

K: You can see a transition in the mindset of the church.

P: Exactly.

K: So, it’s really neat, because it totally changed the scope of my thesis. Now, my
thesis is looking at the Manifesto and where the American Lutheran Church was in
the 1970s and then looking where the Namibian Lutheran Churches were in the
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1970s, and Namibia as a whole. And then seeing where the missions of both of those
kind of met.

P: You know Katie, I would say, some of those things which came through the
Manifesto was the seed planted that (garbled sound).

K: Can you say that again?

P: I said, I think some the seeds from that are displayed in what I think is the very
correct decision on gay and lesbian ordination. There’s a trajectory there that
somebody is going to explain someday.

K: I think so. Which works well with my thesis too. My goal is that, [ don’t want this
to be a thesis just for people who want to reminisce about these things. I want it to
show that the work done during these time periods can inform mission today.

P: That's exactly it. And, part of what it should be both in the Namibian thing and the
Third Century, trace the dynamic, trace the development. So, that you can catch a
hold of the dynamic.

S: One quick question, shortly before we left the US, [lah was already really, before
her husband had died, Yale University sent thirty boxes of stuff, are they still there?
K: I am assuming they are some of the boxes behind me.

S: I'just wondered, because Ilah was in no place to tag half of those and I was out of
the country so, I don’t know.

K: Yeah, I'm not entirely sure. | haven’t seen anything marked with Yale. But, they
could be boxes that just say “Namibia” on the outside.

S: Could be. It was just an overwhelming shipment. A lot of it looked like UN
documents.

K: Yeah, I bet.

S: There was a picture on propaganda that we did not have. It was boring stuff for
the most part.

P: Katie, is your husband also a student there?

K: Not anymore.

S: Is that right? What does he do now?

K: He is a marketing director for a company that works on industrial sized boilers.
His background is in entrepreneurship.

S: Okay, wonderful.

P: Where are you from?

K: I'm from Mason City, lowa. He’s actually from Aurora, Colorado.

S: Oh!

K: And, his job is actually taking us back there this next year.

S: Colorado is a great place!

K: I'm certainly not complaining!

P: Anyway, this was a good start. We can do more stuff like this if we sharpen your
questions.

89



K: I have one quick question about the Third Century. Do you know whose idea
having the committee and writing the Manifesto was?

P: I do not. If I looked at the box, (garbled sound).

K: I know it came from the American Lutheran Church meeting in 1972, but I don’t
know whose idea it was beyond that.

P: Very good.

S: Anything else?

K: I don’t have anything else right now.

S: Our connection was kind of fading, but lets do it again.

K: Alright, goodnight!

P: Bye bye, Katie!

S: Buh-bye!
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