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Mission Statement

Wartburg Theological Seminary serves Christ's church
through the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America by
being a worship-centered community of critical
theological reflection where learning leads to mission and
mission informs learning.

The community embodies God’s mission by stewarding
resources for engaging, equipping, and sending
collaborative leaders who interpret, proclaim, and live the
gospel of Jesus Christ for a world created for communion
with God and in need of personal and social healing.
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Crossing Borders, Finding Communion:
A Tucson Immersion Experience

In the heart of the Sonoran Desert, along the heavi-
ly patrolled and politically charged U.S.-Mexico bor-
der, two first-year MDiv students, Hannah Griggs and
Claudine Elzughbi, found themselves on a journey
of transformation. Their participation in the Tucson
Immersion: Mission at the Borderlands J-Term trip
opened their eyes to the struggles of migrants, the
resilience of communities, and the deep theological
questions that arise when faith meets the harsh real-
ities of border justice.

Hannah's motivation for joining the immersion ex-
perience was rooted in a deep concern for how im-
migrants are treated in the United States. “l wanted
to know more about how | can love my neighbor in
this particular historical moment. And sometimes
loving your neighbor means crossing a border,” she
reflected. For Claudine, an international student, the
immersion provided an opportunity to engage with
a cross-cultural experience within the U.S., especially
since her visa restrictions prevented her from trave-
ling abroad.

Both students entered the experience with expecta-
tions of learning about border issues, yet neither was
prepared for the depth of the human suffering and
resilience they encountered.

One of Hannah's most profound moments came
during a visit to a shelter in Nogales, Mexico, where
asylum seekers awaited the long processing of their
applications. “They had built a community,” she said.
“We worshiped together in a service that included
a baptism, confirmation, and first communion. As
| took communion across the border, | realized we
were experiencing a small glimpse of what true com-
munity could be.”

Claudine was struck by the gravity of the border cri-
sis. “ didn't imagine it was this complicated,” she ad-
mitted. She was particularly moved by the stories of
children separated from their families, their destinies
unknown. “Kids are a red line for me. | can’t hear about
their suffering and not do anything.” She recounted
feeling helpless in the face of the overwhelming sys-
temic injustices but also inspired by people like Pas-
tor Steve, who defied threats to search the desert for
migrants in need of medical aid and support.
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For both students, the immersion experience be-
came a theological awakening. Hannah encountered
the Mexican Christian story of the Virgin of Guada-
lupe, which she now considers a parable about the
kingdom of God, revealing God's surprising reversals
of power: “It moved me to tears to realize that God
appeared in Mexico City, not in Washington, D.C. or
New York. That challenges the messages | absorbed
growing up.”

Claudine found resonance in Matthew 13:54-58,
where Jesus is rejected in his own hometown. “Jesus
didn't force people to believe. He simply lived the
truth,” she said. “We saw both good and evil at work
in the borderlands, but God's presence was undeniable.”

Hannah and Claudine both returned from the im-
mersion with a renewed conviction that the church
must engage in border justice. “The church'’s role is
to proclaim the good news, even in the midst of bad
news,” Hannah emphasized. “Loving our neighbors
inevitably means engaging with policies that impact
them.”

Claudine, reflecting on her own experiences, lament-
ed that she had never heard prayers for migrants in
many U.S. churches. “The church must be more con-
nected. We must raise awareness, support shelters,
and combat stereotypes that dehumanize migrants.
The church is called to unify.”

Hannah and Claudine’s time in the borderlands re-
inforced their sense of vocation. Hannah's artwork,
inspired by the story of Zacchaeus, now serves as a
personal theological reflection on privilege, justice,
and Christ's gracious invitation to joyful community
with God and neighbor. “We are the church now,”
Claudine affirmed. “We have to move.”

The Tucson Immersion experience did more than in-
form these students—it transformed them. In cross-
ing the border, they found a deeper communion, not
just with the people they met but with the God who
calls us all into community across every boundary,
seen and unseen.



=

I ask the viewers of my drawing to put themself in the boots of Zac-
chaeus, asking: In what ways do | benefit from or collaborate with
colonization and/or whiteness? What would it mean for me, Zac-
chaeus the Border Patrol Agent, to descend my sycamore tree of
whiteness or privilege? What if | abandoned the surveillance towers
of my social conditioning and crossed the border to meet Jesus and
his neighbors at the welcome table?

As signs of God's grace, the sacraments make the conversion of every
Zacchaeus possible! At the center of my drawing is the Communion
Table, adorned with Juan Diego’s miraculous roses from Tepeyac Hill.
An indigenous Jesus reaches his arm back to fling water from the font
up towards Zacchaeus to remind him of his baptism. Three drops fall
into the font, creating holy water ripples that represent the fractal
movement of the Trinity within Godself, individuals, and societies. In
her role as “pointer” to God’s grace, the Virgin of Guadalupe passes
the cup of blessing to a migrant family who are shown wearing the
colors of the flag of Mexico. The white dove above the wall recalls
Jesus’ own baptism (the Pastor Mateo’s sermon text during our visit)
and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit that crosses borders; she finds
her nest in the magnificent saguaro cactus.

A short and blond Zacchaeus dons a U.S. Border Patrol uniform. He
waves from atop a surveillance tower in front of an American flag
and between two ominous security cameras. Laying down his assault
rifle and taking off his hat, he joyfully accepts Christ’s gracious invi-
tation to peace and community. The reign of God breaks in, bending
the bars of the border wall! Brother deer, which represents the sa-
credness of creation and the struggle between good and evil in the
indigenous Yaqui tradition, crosses freely. Zacchaeus, the migrants,
the whole human community, and all creation is set free by the grace-
filled waters of baptism, free from the bondage of sin, whiteness, and
colonization and free for love, fellowship, and Communion!

—Reflection and illustration by WTS student Hannah Griggs
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Discovering Faith in Sacred Spaces:

For many seminarians at Wartburg Theological Semi-
nary, the January Term (J-Term) offers a unique oppor-
tunity to bring their studies to life through immersive
travel experiences. This year, two students—Wayne
Olsen and Wendy Schulz—journeyed through Greece
and Turkey, tracing the footsteps of the Apostle Paul
and the early church. From ancient amphitheaters to
modern-day interactions with locals, they discovered
a vibrant tapestry of history, faith, and culture that
has already begun shaping their future ministries.
Both Wayne and Wendy felt a pull toward Greece and
Turkey after diving into courses that examined the
missionary journeys of Paul and the early Christian
communities.

“I never imagined I'd be going to Greece and Turkey,”
Wayne admits, “but | took Global Church in Motion
last semester, which went through the Book of Acts—
basically Paul's travel log—and | also took Greek Lan-
guage with May Persaud. | was excited to see the
places I'd been reading about.”

Wendy also found that her coursework led her to
this opportunity. “I was taking Greek with Professor
Persaud and New Testament Letters with Professor
Troftgruben. When | heard about the J-Term trip, it
just seemed natural to go. My husband was able to
join, thanks to a generous alumni couple who sub-
sidized spouses. It made the experience even more
meaningful.”

The group visited sites like Philippi, where Lydia be-
came the first European convert, and Ephesus, with
its towering amphitheater that once rang with Paul's
preaching. Standing in these ancient settings helped
participants connect the biblical text with real-world

geography.

Greece and Turkey Trip
Photo contributed by Wendy Schulz
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A J-Term Journey Through Greece and Turkey

“It was just so real,” Wayne recalls of Ephesus. “You
could picture the theater filled with people, imagine
Paul speaking, and then to stand up and preach
where Paul did... It was indescribable.” Wendy agreed,
"Ephesus is a more intact archeological site than
most of the ones we visited, and we were allowed to
roam freely. We walked the same roads, touched the
columns, took our seat in the smaller theatre, visited
the Roman bath, and entered the library as citizens
of Ephesus might have done. We stood outside the
large theatre where the riot in Ephesus in Acts 19:21-
41 took place. That larger theater holds an estimated
25,000 people! The riot must have been frightening!
It really left a lasting impression on me."

Wendy felt a similar awe at Mars Hill in Athens: “Paul
delivered his speech there, introducing the ‘unknown
God'to a city full of deities. We learned from our guide
that Athenians loved hearing ‘new things,’ which felt
so relevant to our modern culture. At the end of that
passage, a woman named Damaris is mentioned. My
friend and devotion partner, David Leucht, discov-
ered there's a ministry in Athens today named after
her that helps women out of sex trafficking. It was
powerful to see how the biblical story still inspires
real change.”

In Greece, the group encountered the rich traditions
of the Greek Orthodox Church—ancient icons, relics,
and liturgies that have endured for centuries. In Tur-
key, where 99% of the population is Muslim, Chris-
tian churches are far fewer, often converted into
mosques over time.

“We were a minority in Turkey,” Wayne notes. “It

was eye-opening to see how churches function in a
context where most people are of another faith. We
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Greece and Turkey Trip
Photo contributed by Tray Troftgruben
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Greece and Turkey Trip
Photo contributed by Troy Troftgruben

learned that Muslims also honor Mary, and so Mary's
House near Ephesus is a pilgrimage site for both
Christians and Muslims.”

Each day, pairs of students led devotions at a site
connected to Scripture. Wayne describes preaching
near what is traditionally held to be the jail in Philippi:
“| felt empowered by the Holy Spirit in that moment,
standing where Paul was once imprisoned. Everyone
could sense the emotion. It was extraordinary—it
was really such a gift.”

Wendy recalls reaffirming her baptism at the site near
where Lydia was baptized: “It was a beautiful service
with running water. It was very meaningful.” Wayne
adds, “I cried. It just went right to the heart. The abil-
ity to imagine Lydia and her household at the water
and Paul doing this for them, it's hard to describe.”

Traveling with a cohort of 40 seminarians (including
spouses) brought its own rewards. “Some of them |
knew, but many were distance learners,” Wayne says.
“We finally got to share meals, sit together on the bus,
and really hear each other’s stories. It deepened our
sense of community.” Wendy agreed, “We came back
not just as classmates, but as friends.”

For Wayne, the trip underscored the global nature of
the church. “In Turkey, we saw how Christians remain
faithful as a small minority. In Athens, we heard ech-
oes of Paul's sermon about the ‘'unknown God’ and

thought about people today who don't know God.
This trip really opened my eyes to cross-cultural mis-
sion. It's a reminder that we're part of a family tree
going back thousands of years.”

Both Wayne and Wendy expressed deep gratitude
for the generosity of Rev. Glen H. and Shirley Beito
Gronlund, whose financial support allowed spouses
to join the trip.”It meant so much that my husband
could experience these sacred places with me,” Wen-
dy says. “We're incredibly thankful to the Gronlunds.”
Back in the classroom—and eventually in their future
congregations—Wayne and Wendy feel energized to
share what they've learned. “I see Scripture differ-
ently now,” Wayne reflects. “When | preach on Paul's
letters, | can recall Ephesus or Philippi in my mind. It
makes the text come alive.”

Wendy added, “I've gained a new perspective on how
culture shapes faith and how important it is to ask
questions rather than assume | understand. | hope
to encourage others to explore their faith through
travel, whether that's a short pilgrimage or a deeper
cross-cultural immersion.”

Their advice to future J-Term travelers? Prepare
well—read, learn the history, study the culture—and
go with an open heart.
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Embodied Faith and Learning in Japan

Each year, Wartburg Theological Seminary's J-Term
immerses students in global contexts, challenging
them to see faith, history, and culture through new
lenses. This year, one such journey led a group of stu-
dents and two professors, Rev. Dr. Martin Lohrmann
and Dr. Man Hei Yip, to Japan, where they explored
the country's deep spiritual traditions, complex histo-
ry, and contemporary expressions of Christian faith.
What follows is a group reflection on the incredible
places they visited and the profound lessons they
learned.

Tokyo: The Beginning of Our Journey

Our adventure began in Tokyo, one of the world's
largest cities. Here, we acclimated to the vibrant city-
scape and prepared for the journey ahead. Soon, we
were on the Shinkansen (high-speed train), traveling
towards Kyoto with great views of Mt. Fuji. Dr. Man
Hei Yip organized student-led daily devotions, which
fostered a deep sense of reflection throughout the trip.

Kyoto: Tradition and Spirituality

Arriving in Kyoto, we stepped into a city where tra-
dition and modernity coexist seamlessly. We mar-
velled at the Fushimi Inari Shrine and its famous red
torii gates. We tasted Kyoto's culinary specialties, in-
cluding takoyaki (octopus dumplings) and tofu. Par-
ticipants were free to explore cultural sites like the
Path of Philosophers, which Dr. Lohrmann, Giselle
Loucks (WTS '24), and current student Samuel Trotti-
er walked one afternoon.

Hiroshima: Lessons in Peace and Remembrance

Boarding the Shinkansen once more, we travelled to
Hiroshima, where we encountered stories of loss, re-
silience, and hope. At the Hiroshima Peace Memorial
Museum, A-bomb Dome, and Children’'s Peace Me-
morial, we were deeply moved by the city’s commit-
ment to peace. Our guides, Yuri and Sean, gifted us
with origami cranes made by a survivor—a tangible
reminder of hope rising from devastation. Later that
night, we found a different kind of community around
tables of sizzling okonomiyaki, a Hiroshima speciality.

Kumamoto: Worship and Education

In Kumamoto, we were warmly welcomed by mem-
bers of local Lutheran congregations, sharing in wor-
ship and conversation. The visit underscored the
global reach of Lutheranism and the power of faith
to build bridges across cultures. We also explored Ku-
mamoto Castle, a historical site that speaks to Japan's
feudal past and enduring cultural pride. A highlight of
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our time in Kumamoto was visiting Lutheran schools
there, which educate students from preschool to col-
lege. Their commitment to forming young lives was
evident in the 100-year-old chapel, which featured
Japanese calligraphy expressing the school's motto:
gratitude and service.

Nagasaki: Hidden Christians and Witnesses of
Peace

Our journey led us to Nagasaki, where we studied
the history of the Hidden Christians—those who kept
their faith alive when Christianity was illegal in Japan
from the 1600s to the later 1800s. Informed by Shusa-
ku Endo’s novel Silence, we reflected on the cost of
discipleship in times of persecution. We also visited
the home and museum of Takashi Nagai, a Catholic
radiologist who survived the atomic bomb and ded-
icated the rest of his life to peace advocacy. His life
encapsulated the themes that shaped our trip: faith,
service, education, culture, love, peace, and hope.

Exploring Japan’s Religious History

From Nagasaki, we journeyed to Unzen, Hara Castle,
and Shimabara, visiting more Hidden Christian sites
and learning about the socio-religious dynamics of
the 16th and 17th centuries.

Tokyo Revisited: Theology in a Modern World
Returning to Tokyo, we spent time at Japan Luther-
an College and Seminary, including its chapel and li-
brary. We then explored the Meiji Jingu shrine and
the famous Shibuya crossing.

Preaching at Mitaka Lutheran Church
A highlight of the trip for Dr. Lohrmann was preaching
at Mitaka Lutheran Church, with his colleague Toppo
Takamura translating and presiding. Worshiping with
our Japanese Lutheran siblings was a profound re-
minder of our shared faith and mission.

Conclusion: A Journey of Transformation

This J-Term journey deepened our experience,
broadened our perspectives, and strengthened our
commitment to faith, hope, and love. Japan’s history,
culture, and contemporary Christian witness offered
us invaluable lessons that will continue to shape our
ministries for years to come.
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The CaSTLE Project: Renewing Rural
and Small-Town Congregations

Wartburg Theological Seminary is embarking on a
transformative journey with The CaSTLE Project—
Country and Small Town Lived Ecclesiology—thanks
to a $7.4 million grant from the Lilly Endowment. This
initiative is dedicated to supporting and renewing
small-town and rural congregations and their leaders,
fostering a new understanding of what it means to be
church in these communities.

The CaSTLE Project embraces a fresh ecclesiology—
one that shifts focus from numerical growth to
empowering every baptized member to witness to
the gospel in their daily lives. Rather than measuring
success solely by attendance or the presence of an
ordained pastor, the project emphasizes the trans-
formation of individuals and communities through
active faith and service. In this model, the Sunday
assembly becomes a source of renewal, equipping
members for meaningful engagement in work, family,
and civic life.

Through sub-grants to synods, Wartburg Seminary
aims to strengthen lay leadership formation, men-
toring programs, and congregational renewal efforts.
Many synods are already working to support small-
town congregations through Synod-Authorized
Ministers (SAMs) and lay leadership initiatives. The
CaSTLE Project will enhance these efforts by:

* Enriching SAM and lay leader formation with
high-quality instructional resources.

* Training and coaching mentor pastors and lay
leaders to support new leadership.

* Funding full-time rostered leaders to facilitate
congregational transformation in synod cohorts.

* Supporting ecumenical partnerships, enabling
congregations to collaborate with full-communion
partners for shared ministry.

Rural and small-town congregations often struggle
with narratives of decline, feeling forgotten or inade-
quate. The CaSTLE Project seeks to rewrite this story,
highlighting the unique strengths and deep relational
ties that define these communities. The project pro-
motes a baptismal ecclesiology that inspires confi-
dence, resilience, and a renewed sense of purpose.
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Through their synods, congregations will gain access
to tailored resources that:

* Deepen worship and spiritual life.

* Strengthen a sense of belonging and purpose
among members.

* Provide education on Lutheran identity for vibrant
Christian witness.

* Encourage and support ecumenical collaboration.

Effective leadership in small-town congregations re-
quires more than just maintaining existing programs.
It calls for imaginative, community-rooted leaders
who can foster new identities of flourishing. The CaSTLE
Project provides contextual formation through:

* High-quality instructional resources aligned with
baptismal ecclesiology.

* Mentorship from experienced ordained pastors.
* Peer support through leader cohorts.
* Ministry coaching tailored for small-town contexts.

* Worship and study materials designed specifically
for rural congregations.

This initiative is made possible through the Lilly En-
dowment's “Ministry in Rural Areas and Small Towns
Initiative.” Wartburg Seminary was invited to apply
for this grant because of its commitment to serving
as a hub for ecclesial networks, strengthening rural
and small-town congregations nationwide.

Through The CaSTLE Project, Wartburg Seminary is
poised to be a catalyst for lasting renewal, helping
rural congregations reclaim their mission with hope,
confidence, and transformative leadership. The Holy
Spirit is stirring—moving through these communi-
ties, calling them to vitality and new possibilities.

For more information, visit wartburgseminary.edu or
contact your synod office to explore how your con-
gregation can participate.
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Answering the Call: Rev. Glen and Shirley
Beito Gronlund’'s Lifelong Commitment to
Ministry and Theological Education

For Pastor Glen H. and Shirley Beito Gronlund, their
journey of faith, ministry, and giving has been marked
by deep commitments—both to Wartburg Theolog-
ical Seminary and to ensuring that future church
leaders experience the transformative power of the-
ological education. Their story is one of devotion, in-
spiration, and generosity, leaving a lasting impact on
students and the future of the church.

Pastor Gronlund recalls that his call to ministry was
ignited during his high school years in Duluth, Min-
nesota. Influenced by his active involvement in youth
programs at both the local and state levels, he felt
a strong pull toward theological education. His old-
er brother Bob, who had attended both Wartburg
College and Wartburg Seminary, played a key role in
shaping his path.

For the Gronlunds, supporting theological education
is not just a passion—it is a necessity for the future of
the church. “It's absolutely essential,” Glen affirms. “It
builds a wonderful sense of community among peo-
ple who share a desire to serve the Lord. Wartburg
Seminary does an excellent job of fostering that en-
vironment.”

Their commitment extends beyond belief; it is reflect-
ed in their actions. By supporting theological educa-
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tion, they have provided opportunities for students
to grow in faith and scholarship, ensuring that future
church leaders are well-equipped for ministry.

One of the most significant ways the Gronlunds
have supported theological education is through the
Glen H. and Shirley Beito Gronlund Mediterranean/
Ancient Near East Travel Fund. This fund enables
seminary students and their spouses to embark on
life-changing trips to the Holy Land and other bibli-
cal sites, deepening their understanding of Scripture
and ministry.

“It makes something very tangible,” Shirley shares.
“We receive letters from students and their spous-
es about how their perspective on Scripture has
changed because they've been there. Some had nev-
er even been on an airplane before this experience.
Wartburg has done a great job of cultivating this rela-
tionship with us, and we are so grateful.”

One student wrote to express their gratitude: “Thank
you so much for your contribution to my pilgrimage to
the Holy Land. Your gift helped me experience the trip of
a lifetime. It is a mystical, wonderful land that holds the
story of Christ’s life. | look forward to sharing this experi-
ence in my ministry for years to come.” “We're humbled
and encouraged,” Shirley says. “It means so much to
us to receive these thanks and to know that these ex-
periences are shaping future ministry.”

As they reflect on their journey, the Gronlunds offer
words of encouragement to today's seminary stu-
dents and emerging church leaders. “Get involved,”
Glen advises. “Respond to people’s needs. Acting out
our faith is so important.”

Their legacy is not just one of financial generosity but
of fostering relationships, experiences, and opportu-
nities that will continue to shape church leaders for
generations to come. “We've had the privilege of trav-
eling to Israel and the Holy Land later in our lives, but
we realized how meaningful it would be for those at
the beginning of their ministry,” Shirley reflects.

Through their faithful commitment to Wartburg Sem-
inary and theological education, the Gronlunds have
touched countless lives—building bridges between
faith, education, and service. Their story is a testa-
ment to the power of answering the call to ministry,
not just in words, but in action.



A Celebration of Sacred Art
at Wartburg Seminary

In January, Wartburg Theological Seminary had the distinct honor of receiving a remarkable collection of
artwork on loan from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). These pieces, rich in history and
meaning, now grace the seminary’'s campus, offering a visual testament to faith, tradition, and theological

reflection.

President Kristin Johnston Largen expressed profound gratitude for the opportunity to steward and show-
case these works, which invite students, faculty, and visitors alike into deeper engagement with the intersec-
tion of art and spirituality. This collection not only enhances the seminary’s sacred spaces, but also serves as a
powerful reminder of the transformative role that art plays in theological education and Christian formation.

As these pieces find a temporary home at Wartburg, they stand as a gift to the community—sparking con-
versation, inspiring contemplation, and deepening the seminary’s commitment to the creative expression of faith.

President Kristin Largen at the ELCA Offices in Chicago,
lllinois, with Cathy Lundeen, ELCA Archivist, and Emma
Volk, ELCA Assistant Archivist.

144084000081
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A Life of Faith and Inquiry:
Remembering the Rev. Dr. Duane Allen Priebe

Wartburg Theological Seminary and the wider Luther-
an community mourn the passing of the Rev. Dr. Duane
Allen Priebe, who entered eternal rest on January 22,
2025, at the age of 90. A beloved professor, scholar, and
mentor, Duane’s life was marked by an insatiable curi-
osity about the mysteries of God's creation and a deep
commitment to theological education and the global
church.

Born in Rhinelander, Wisconsin, in 1934, Duane's ear-
ly years were spent in St. Paul, Minnesota, before his
family settled in Seattle, Washington. His passion for
discovery led him to study physics at the University of
Washington, where he also earned his pilot's license and
spent time in the wilderness as a fire lookout. His scien-
tific mind found a new calling when he chose to explore
the universe not through equations, but through the-
ology. After working as an Aero Research Engineer for
NASA, Duane responded to a call to ministry, earning
his B.D. from Luther Seminary in 1961 and his Doctor of
Theology from Claremont in 1965.

His pastoral journey began in Garrison, North Dakota,
where he briefly served at St. Paul Lutheran Church and
as Director of the Great Plains Institute of Theology.
However, it was in 1967 that Duane arrived at Wartburg
Seminary, beginning what would become nearly five
decades of dedicated service to the formation of church
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leaders. He was known not only for his intellectual rigor
but also for his profound ability to challenge and inspire
students. His teaching method—posing incisive ques-
tions that encouraged theological reflection—shaped
generations of pastors and scholars.

Duane’s scholarship was deeply influenced by his time
studying under Wolfhart Pannenberg in Germany, an
experience that led him to translate Pannenberg's semi-
nal work, Jesus: God and Man, for English-speaking audi-
ences. His theological explorations took him across the
globe, from Namibia to Papua New Guinea, where he
engaged with diverse cultural contexts and contributed
to the worldwide conversation on Christian theology. He
was a Christ-centered mystic, one who saw God's pres-
ence in the grand cosmic order and in the intimate mo-
ments of grace shared between people.

Yet, for all his academic and theological accomplish-
ments, Duane’s heart was most devoted to his family.
He and his wife, Kathleen McKillop, built a life together
that spanned 57 years of adventure, partnership, and
love. As a father to Christopher and David, a grand-
father, and even a great-grandfather, he carried his
warmth and wisdom into every relationship, embodying
the love of Christ in word and deed.

Troy Troftgruben: Duane Priebe was a biblical theologi-
an, a provocative teacher, a faithful human being—and
kind of a legend at Wartburg Seminary. He served on
my search committee and assumed the role of press-
ing me with the toughest questions. He took great joy
in being with students and with faculty colleagues. And
his lifelong dedication to ministry and theological ed-
ucation made him a repository of wisdom. Although |
never taught a class directly with him, before he retired |
learned a good bit from him just by being part of a facul-
ty with him. The influence of his teaching and presence
at Wartburg will continue for many years to come.

Craig Nessan: Professor Priebe was for me a mentor
and teacher. Dr. Priebe helped to advise my Master of
Sacred Theology thesis on language philosophy and
how God reveals divine presence through Scripture.
Pastor Priebe also preached at my ordination service on
John 13, the foot washing narrative. Those in ministry
are above all to allow Jesus to wash our feet in love.

Kristin Largen: Duane Priebe was my most formative
theological mentor, and it was in no small part thanks to
his encouragement that | became a comparative theolo-
gian. When | was his student assistant my final year, he



had me read dozens of books on Hindu-Christian theol-

ogy and summarize them for him—what a fun assign-
ment that was! The summer after | graduated, he invited
me to come with him to Martin Luther Seminary in Lae,
Papua New Guinea, to co-teach a theology intensive for
the local pastors. It was such an incredible cross-cultural
experience, and just one more way that he encouraged
and supported me in my desire to pursue a Ph.D. He
was such a creative thinker, and took great delight in
unusual theological questions; when | picture him in my
mind's eye, he is smiling, with a little giggle, having just
posed some probing question and now eagerly antici-
pating the conversation he knows is coming.

Winston Persaud: In thanksgiving to God, | remember
Duane as teacher, colleague, and close and cherished
friend! Our relationship began in fall 1974, my first se-
mester as an international student. He was on a visit to
campus from WTS' House of Studies in Denver, CO, and
we played our first set of table tennis doubles match-
es—faculty vs. students. He and | team-taught the sys-
tematic theology course, from February 1984 to May
2017. Our respective grade for each student differed
only by a plus or minus! As co-teacher, he modelled how
to bring one’s own voice. As Academic Dean (1983-99),
his gift for thoughtful listening and unabashed, illumi-
nating pondering was a constant. His deep sense that
WTS needs to embrace a global horizon has borne and
continues to bear fruit for the sake of the seminary’s
witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. | learnt from Du-
ane that to invite students to name their strengths and
areas for growth, and to voice their understanding of
their call, was crucial to their formation as witnesses
to Jesus Christ in a world so much in need of healing
and wholeness. My earliest memory of the use of, “Go
in peace. Christ is with you,” is of Duane. It was he who
used the words, “The Lord bless you and keep you. The
Lord smile upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord

look upon you with favor and give you peace.”

Samuel Giere: | had the great pleasure of spending the
first dozen years of my faculty service at Wartburg in
nearly daily company of Duane Priebe. Team teaching,
weekly Beer & Theology, almost daily ping-pong, and
worshipping together with Duane and Kathy at St John's
in St. Donatus, lowa.

A fundamental disposition that Duane wanted to instill
in students from the get-go was a curiosity about the
world — from the vastness of the cosmos to the inti-
mate danger of truly knowing oneself to exploration of
the loving heart of the Triune God revealed centrally in
Jesus' incarnation, death, and resurrection. This com-
mitment to the encouragement and formation of curi-
osity from the very first day of seminary was a hallmark
not only of Duane’s teaching but penetrated his whole
life. The course “Jesus Christ and Plural Worlds” that we
developed out of some of the remnants of an earlier
course called “Religion, Anthropology, and the Human
World" (Alumni of the last 30 years, give or take, will
have been through one of these) exemplified this com-
mitment to curiosity.

Saying farewell to Duane began long before he died and
was shaped by the cruelty of dementia. Those of us who
walked with him in the final few years before he moved
to the care home in Amana saw and heard the slow but
unrelenting fog coming. His curiosity about the world,
about others, and about the Triune God's intimate love
for the world never waned. | remember fondly how he
continued to read and reread Eberhard Jungel's Gott als
Geheimnis der Welt (God as the Mystery of the World).

From being his student to his colleague and friend, I am
grateful for his life, for his unquenchable curiosity, and
for his witness to the wild, untamable love of God in
Christ Jesus.
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Empowering Leaders for
Transformational Youth Ministry

In atime when the church is called to reimagine its en-
gagement with younger generations, Wartburg Theo-
logical Seminary is spearheading a groundbreaking
program aimed at equipping leaders for transform-
ative youth ministry. This initiative addresses critical
needs in the Evan-
gelical Lutheran
Church in Ameri-
ca (ELCA), where
shifts in  church
structures and the
evolving  spiritual
landscape of Gen
Z have revealed
significant gaps
in resources and
training for youth
ministers.

The forthcoming
program,  “Youth
Ministry from and
for the Margins,” is
an intentional response to two intertwined realities:
the theological call to embody the Gospel in liberative
ways and the expectations of Gen Z for authentici-
ty and inclusivity in the church. This program builds
upon the ELCA's existing work in queer confirma-
tion, offering a distinct but complementary focus.
While queer confirmation directly serves youth, this
initiative equips adult leaders—volunteers, many of
whom lack theological training—to minister effectively
to young people in their communities.

Rev. Dr. Jan Schnell

At its core, the program seeks to remove barriers
to theological education for youth ministry leaders.
Recognizing that many youth and family ministers
are unpaid volunteers with limited access to formal
training, this program aims to provide high-quality,
practical, and accessible pedagogy tailored to the
realities of modern ministry. This approach reflects
a deep commitment to intersectionality, addressing
the diverse identities of youth, including race, gen-
der, neurodivergence, and disability.

Since the pandemic, the financial pressures on con-
gregations have led to a decrease in paid youth min-
istry positions. This trend underscores the urgency
for innovative approaches to equipping leaders. The
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“Youth Ministry from and for the Margins” program
leverages its expertise in certificate programs to de-
liver flexible, meaningful education that balances the-
oretical and practical skills. Leaders will not only gain
tools for immediate application but also cultivate a
theological frame-
work for sustained
ministry.

Research on Gen
Z (born between
1997-2012) in-
forms the cur-
riculum design,
emphasizing  the
tangible  expres-
sions of faith that
this generation
craves. As Profes-
sor Jan Schnell ex-
plains, “Gen Z is ar-
ticulating that their
church needs to do
what it says it is. If the church says it cares about the
poor, Gen Z needs to see the church actively caring
for the poor.” This insight drives the program'’s focus
on real-world engagement and authentic witness to
God's grace.

Rev. Carrie Gfeenqws'i—Petersen 21

One of the innovative aspects of the program is its
use of the DRAG framework, an interpretive lens
that guides leaders through a process of dismantling
harmful norms, reframing perspectives, attending to
youth ministry including spiritual care, liturgies, youth
events, and curriculum and announcing the Gospel,
and grounding ministry in real-world contexts. This
inclusive pedagogy ensures that all voices are heard
and valued, fostering a youth ministry that is deeply
liberative and intersectional from its inception.

The success of “Youth Ministry from and for the Mar-
gins” depends on collaboration with congregations,
community leaders, and educational institutions.
Stakeholders are invited to share their needs and
challenges, helping shape a program that resonates
with diverse contexts. This participatory approach
ensures that the curriculum is both grounded in local
realities and aligned with broader ecclesial goals.



Wartburg Theological Seminary is uniquely posi-
tioned to lead this initiative. With a rich history of en-
gaging youth culture and mission, Wartburg has the
capacity and enthusiasm to deliver a program that
meets the moment. This initiative also highlights the
work of Pastor Carrie Greenquist-Petersen, whose
leadership within the TEEM and Certificate programs
is integral to its development and implementation.

The long-term vision for this program is nothing short
of transformational. By centering intersectionality and

try from and for the Margins” embodies the Gospel
call to inclusivity and grace, creating a church where
youth feel celebrated for their differences and em-
powered to live out their faith in the world.

As Wartburg takes this bold step forward, it invites
the entire ELCA to join in this journey of reimagining
youth ministry for a new generation. Together, we
can build a future where the church not only meets
the needs of Gen Z but also reflects the life-giving
abundance of the Gospel.

fostering collaboration, it aims to reshape how the
ELCA approaches youth engagement. “Youth Minis-

Honoring a Legacy of Faithful Service

With deep gratitude and thanksgiving to God, Wartburg Theological Seminary announces the upcoming re-
tirement of three esteemed faculty members at the close of this academic year: the Rev. Dr. Winston Persaud,
Professor May Persaud, and the Rev. Dr. Nathan Frambach.

For decades, these beloved professors have shaped the hearts and minds of countless students, leaving an
indelible mark on the seminary community and the wider church. Through their teaching, scholarship, and
mentorship, they have embodied Wartburg's mission of forming leaders for God's work in the world.

As we celebrate their years of faithful service, we invite the Wartburg community to join us in offering prayers
of gratitude and well wishes for their next chapter. Their dedication, wisdom, and passion will continue to
inspire the generations they have taught and guided. Farewell celebrations are being planned for Winston
and May Persaud on Tuesday, April 22, 2025 and Nate Frambach on Friday, May 9, 2025. More information
will be available soon on wartburgseminary.edu and facebook.com/wartburgseminary and instagram.com/
wartburgsem/.
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Faculty & Staff Updates

Rev. Dr. Helen Chukka, Assistant
Professor of Hebrew Bible, taught
Loss, Grief, Hope: Lament in the He-
brew Bible as a Congregational Re-
source during January term, 2025. In
Spring 2025, in addition to her teach-
ing responsibilities, she will be work-
ing on a brief article titled “Lutheran
Biblical Hermeneutics.”

Susan Ebertz, Emerita Director for
the Reu Memorial Library & Associ-
ate Professor of Bibliography & Ac-
ademic Research, represented Atla
(formerly known as American The-
ological Library Association) at the
ANZTLA (Australian and New Zea-
land Theological Library Association)
conference in November 2024, and
spoke on “Succession Planning: Pre-
paring for the Transitions in Our Professional Life,”
a similar session to one she did at the Atla Annual
Conference in June 2024. An article on the same topic
will appear in the Atla Summary of Proceedings to be
published in 2025.

Rev. Dr. Sam Giere, Professor of Bib-
lical Interpretation, had the honor of
serving as a judge for the Christianity
Today’s 2024 book award in biblical
studies, as published in the January/
February 2025 issue.

Johanna Johnson will serve as our
new Library Services Coordinator.
Johanna has a BA in English and Cre-
ative Writing from the University of
Wisconsin-Eau Claire. While a stu-
dent, Johanna worked at The Foster
Gallery in Eau Claire, and recently,
she has been bartending at Blaum
Bros in Galena. Johanna is looking
forward to meeting everyone, and
joining the Wartburg Seminary community!

Rev. Dr. Kristin Johnston Largen,
President, presented a paper for the
Martin Luther and Global Luther-
an Traditions Panel at the Ameri-
can Academy of Religion, San Diego,
2024. The panel was titled, “Beyond
Lutheran theological neutrality re-
garding those who are non-religious.”
The paper, “Saved Together: A Lu-
theran Understanding of Salvation in
an Inter-Religious Context,” provided a close read of
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the ELCA document “A Declaration of Inter-Religious
Commitment.”

Rev. Dr. Martin Lohrmann, Asso-
ciate Professor of Lutheran Confes-
sions and Heritage, led a J-Term trip
to Japan with Dr. Man Hei Yip. The
§ class visited Lutheran partners in
Japan, saw sites related to Christian
history, visited the Peace Parks in Hi-
roshima and Nagasaki, and learned
much about Japanese religion and
culture. Dr. Lohrmann preached at
Mitaka Lutheran Church, with Rev. Dr. Toshihiro
Takamura translating the sermon. Recent publica-
tions by Dr. Lohrmann include an essay on Johannes
Bugenhagen (1485-1558) as a biblical interpreter in
The Oxford Handbook of the Bible & the Reformation
and a translation of the conclusion of Religitse Dy-
namik zwischen 1380 und 1520 by Berndt Hamm, an
excerpt of which appeared in the Winter 2024 issue
of Lutheran Quarterly.

Rev. Dr. Craig Nessan, Professor of
Contextual Theology and Ethics and
The William D. Streng Professor for
the Education and Renewal of the
. Church, was a speaker on “Lutheran
Ethics and Baptismal Ecclesiology” in
the Lay School of the Northwest Syn-
od of Wisconsin in December.

He served as keynote speaker for
Equipping the Saints event in the Southwestern Tex-
as Synod in February on the theme, “Flipping the
Script: Baptismal Theology for a Diaconal Church.”
Dr. Nessan also presented on “Boundaries for Every-
one” for Plymouth United Church of Christ and Grace
Lutheran Church in Dodgeville, Wisconsin in Febru-

ary.

He published “My Journey with Liberation Theology”
in the January 2025 issue of Currents in Theology and
Mission, a Festchrift for the Rev. Dr. Jay Alanis and the
Rev. Dr. José David Rodriguez.
. l Rev. Jeanette Perrault, '22, was or-
dained into the Ministry of Word and
Sacrament on February 22. She has
been called to Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church in Dubuque as Associate Pas-
tor, serving in a part-time capacity.
Jeanette will remain full-time in her
role as the Director of Admissions at
Wartburg and is excited about adding
this congregational piece to her call.




Rev. Winston D. Persaud, PhD, Pro-
fessor of Systematic Theology, Hold-
er of the Kent S. Knutson and UELC
Chair in Theology and Mission, and
Director of the Center for Global The-
ologies, partnered with Archbishop
Thomas R. Zinkula of the Archdiocese
of Dubuque in planning an ecumen-
ical celebration October 31 through
November 1 2024, held in Loehe
Chapel, WTS, of the 25th anniversary of the signing
of the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justifica-
tion (October 31, 1999). Lutheran and ecumenical
colleagues at WTS, Loras College, Clarke University,
and the University of Dubuque Theological Semi-
nary were involved as presenters, moderators, and
worship leaders. He attended the Annual AAR/SBL
Meeting November 23-26, 2024 in San Diego, CA. He
taught TM041W Systematics 1 for TEEM students Jan-
uary 21-24, 2025. He will be teaching at the South Da-
kota Synod First Call Event, March 23-25, 2025, and
will give a presentation, “Defining and Confessing the
Gospel Today,” at the WTS “ReFormation and Reun-
ion" gathering on April 23, 2025.

Rev. Dr. Cheryl M. Peterson, Aca-
demic Dean and Professor of Ecu-
- menical Theology, served as faculty
for the third year in a row for the
Lutheran World Federation’s Retreat
for Newly Elected Leaders (Bishops
and Presidents) in Wittenberg, Ger-
many, last October. Dean Peterson
gave one of the keynote addresses
at the 25th Anniversary Celebration
of the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justifica-
tion at Wartburg Theological Seminary on October
31. In January, she co-led the Greece-Turkey travel
immersion course with Dr. Troy Troftgruben. She will
represent the North American Region on the Luther-
an World Federation Dialogue Commission with the
Pentecostals in Brazil at the end of February. She was
invited to respond to a panel discussion of her book,
The Holy Spirit in the Christian Life (Baker, 2024) at the
annual meeting of the Society of Pentecostal Studies
in March and will give one of the keynote addresses
for the North American Luther Forum at Duke Uni-
versity in April.

Rev. Dr. Troy Troftgruben, Associate
Professor of New Testament and The
William A. & John E. Wagner Professor
in Biblical Theology co-led (with Cher-
yl Peterson) a course with 40 peo-
ple to Greece and Turkey in January.
This Spring he is teaching on the NT
Narratives, Romans, and Preaching
Luke (with Sam Gilmore). He is co-fa-
cilitating (with Dr. Kris Stache) a first

call cohort with new grads and will teach at an ELCA
Region 3 Lay Ministry event in May. Troy is publish-
ing a book for congregations—Bearing Witness in Acts
and Today—and an article ("Bible Reading as an Act
of Prayer") in Word & World. He is working on a Luke
commentary and articles on the ending of Acts.

Rev. Dr. Mark Yackel-Juleen, Assis-
tant Professor for Small Town and
Rural (STaR) Ministry, continues his
work globally while serving on the
executive boards of both the Inter-
national Rural Churches Association
' (IRCA) and the Rural Church Network
of the United States and Canada. He
is facilitating IRCA's Prayer Around
the World event, a 24-hour travelling
Zoom experience which will begin and end at Wart-
burg Seminary in conjunction with Wartburg's annual
Rural Ministry Conference, March 9-11. Mark is also
very involved in the work of the CaSTLE Project Lilly
grant particularly in research and resource develop-
ment.

2 InJanuary, Dr. Man Hei Yip, Assistant
V‘;’ Professor of Systematic Theology,
| and Dr. Martin Lohrmann, Associate
- Professor of Lutheran Confessions
and Heritage, co-led a cross-cultur-
al trip to Japan. The group, which
included students, spouses, and
alumni, learned about the histo-
ry of Christianity in Japan and how
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA) partners with the Japan Evangelical
Lutheran Church (JELC) through global mission work.
Additionally, Dr. Yip was invited to contribute a short
piece on immigrant and immigration issues to Gath-
er, the magazine published by Women of the ELCA
(WELCA).
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Upcoming Events

March 24, 2025
This Is Wartburg-Live (The CaSTLE Project)

March 28-30, 2025
Considering Your Call Weekend

April 22-24, 2025
ReFormation and Reunion

April 22, 2025
Retirement Celebration for Winston and May Persaud

April 28, 2025
This Is Wartburg— Live (Celebrating the Persauds)

May 6, 2025
Admissions Online Open House

May 9, 2025
Retirement Celebration for Nate Frambach
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For more information and to register,
visit wartburgseminary.edu
or use the QR code above.

Give today using the enclosed envelope to have an immediate impact on our students in this season.
GIVE ONLINE AT WARTBURGSEMINARY.EDU/GIVING-OPPORTUNITIES




