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At a person’s death, the church shares the grief of those who mourn and remembers the brevity
of life on earth. At the funeral we give voice to sorrow, thank God for our loved one, and entrust
this companion of ours into the hands of God. Trusting in God’s promise in baptism that we are
claimed by Christ forever, we rest in the sure hope of the resurrection. When the church gathers
to mark the end of life, Christ crucified and risen is the witness of worship, the strength of mutual
consolation, and the hope of healing.

Gathering

The ministers and the bereaved gather at the font of baptism, where the community as kept vigil
with the Gwen’s bodily remains through the night. The assembly stands and faces them.

We sing.

Blessed Be God ELW 210

The presiding minister addresses the assembly

Welcome in the name of Jesus, the Savior of the world.
We are gathered to worship,
to proclaim Christ crucified and risen,
to remember before God our sister Gwen
to give thanks for her life,
to commend her to our merciful redeemer,
and to comfort one another in our grief.

The Holy Spirit, the comforter, gathers us in worship.



Thanksgiving for Baptism

As a sign of being clothed with Christ in baptism, a pall is be placed on the container of Gwen’s
bodily remains by members of her family. The minister says:

All who are baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
In her baptism, Gwen was clothed with Christ.
In the day of Christ’s coming, she shall be clothed with glory.

The presiding minister leads acclamation and sprinkles the container of Gwen’s bodily remains
with water from the font as a sign of baptism.

Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust of the earth, who by your
breath gave us life, we glorify you.
We glorify you.

Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all humanity, who rose from the
grave to open the way to eternal life, we praise you.
We praise you.

Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow, our sure confidence and
everlasting hope, we worship you.
We worship you.

To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever.
Amen.

We sing the chant as Gwen’s bodily remains are placed at her spot on the organ platform, from
where she always participated in worship.



Processional Hymn My Hope is Built on Nothing Less ELW 596



Greeting

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

The presiding minister prays the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.

O God of grace and glory,
we remember before you today our sister Gwen.
We thank you for giving her to us to know and to love
as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth.
In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn.
Give us faith to see that death has been swallowed up
in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ,
so that we may live in confidence and hope until, by your call,
we are gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your saints;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.

Words of Remembrance and Thanksgiving

Valerie Sayler, sister-in-law - Underwood, North Dakota

Lisa Polito, Deaconess, Executive Director - Lutheran Diaconal Association, Valparaiso, Indiana

Word

First Reading Micah 6:6-8

The reading concludes:
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.



Psalm 146, Refrain 2

The assembly sings the refrain at the direction of the cantor.

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 12:4-13
Romans 8:35-39

The reading concludes:
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

The assembly stand to welcome the gospel.

Gospel Luke 1:46-55

The gospel is announced.
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



Sermon

The assembly is seated.

Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

Hymn of the Day Precious Lord, Take My Hand ELW 773

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.



Creed

The Apostles’ Creed is spoken.

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
The prayers of intercession, prepared or adapted for the occasion, may include the following or
similar petitions. An assisting minister may lead the prayers.

Let us pray.
Almighty God, in holy baptism you have knit your chosen people together
into one communion of saints in the body of Christ.
Give to your whole church in heaven and on earth your light and your peace.
God of mercy,
hear our prayer.

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection
may die to sin and rise to share the new life in Christ.
God of mercy,
hear our prayer.

Give courage and faith to all who mourn,
and a sure and certain hope in your loving care,
that, casting all their sorrow on you, they may have strength for the days ahead.
God of mercy,
hear our prayer.

Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith,
that, where this world groans in grief and pain,
your Holy Spirit may lead us to bear witness to your light and life.
God of mercy,
hear our prayer.



Help us, in the midst of things we cannot understand,
to believe and trust in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
and the resurrection to life everlasting.
God of mercy,
hear our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes the prayers.

God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death our Savior Jesus Christ destroyed the
power of death and by his resurrection, he opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Make
us certain that because he lives we shall live also, and that neither death nor life, nor things
present nor things to come, will be able to separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Peace
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with
you,” or similar words.
The assembly is seated.

Meal

Gifts given in memory of Gwen have been designated for Wartburg Theological Seminary and
Lutheran Diaconal Association. Envelopes for your memorial gifts are available in the narthex.

During this time, the table is set.

When the table is prepared, the assembly stands. The gifts of bread and wine are brought
forward, together with Gwen’s bodily remains, which are placed near the table.
We sing.

God gives us a foretaste of the feast to come.



Hymn Seed That in Earth is Dying ELW 330

The assisting minister leads the offering prayer.

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As
you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you
and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
who rose from the dead, and in whom our hope of resurrection dawns.
The sting of death has been removed by the glorious promise of his risen life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
you have brought us this far along the way.

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us,
but guided us into the path of love and light.

In every age you sent prophets
to make known your loving will for all humanity.

The cry of the poor has become your own cry;
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire.

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant
to preach good news to the afflicted,
to break bread with the outcast and despised,
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection,
we await the day when Jesus shall return
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death.

Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen
Amen.

Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate,
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world.

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen
Amen.

Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age,
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection,
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.

The great thanksgiving concludes with the Lord’s Prayer.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.



Communion

The bread is broken for the communion. The presiding minister addresses the assembly.
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

The assembly is seated.

Lutheran Christians believe and teach that Jesus Christ, the incarnate Word of God, is truly
present at the Lord’s Supper, and that in this meal of the baptized children of God, our Lord
gives forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation.

You are invited to receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ by eating the bread
and drinking from either cup of wine at one of two stations to the left and to the right of the
table. You may also choose to dip the bread into the cup of wine.

Gluten-free wafers are offered from the table at both stations, and a gluten-free cup of wine
is provided at the center station.

Grape juice is offered in an earthenware cup at the center station.

Children are communed or blessed, according to the practice of one’s church or home
congregation.

If you are physically unable to come forward, you may notify one of the ushers of your
desire to receive.

If you desire to participate but cannot receive one or both of the elements, you are invited
to come forward with arms folded to hear Jesus’ words of promise.

We celebrate this holy communion in the confidence that Christ is here, truly present for all.

We sing.



Hymn Here Is Bread ELW 483



Hymn We Are Called ELW720



Hymn When We Are Living ELW 639

The assisting minister leads one of the following or a similar prayer after communion.

Let us pray.

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ,
making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ,
our Lord.
Amen.

Sending

Words of Remembrance and Thanksgiving

May Burt Persaud, Instructor in Biblical Languages, Wartburg Theological Seminary

God blesses us and sends us out in peace



Commendation

The ministers take their places at the place of Gwen’s bodily remains. The minister leads the
commendation.

Let us commend Gwendolyn Beth to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer.

Silence is kept.

The minister places a hand on the container of Gwen’s bodily remains during this prayer.
Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Gwen.
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold,
a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming.
Receive her into the arms of your mercy,
into the blessed rest of everlasting peace,
and into the glorious company of the saints in light.
Amen.

A cantor sings this farewell song: Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace.

Blessing
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

Dismissal

The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission.

Let us go forth in peace,
in the name of Christ. Amen.

A procession forms and leave the chapel, the ministers leading.



Sending Song        Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer ELW 618



Rev. Dr. Gwendolyn Beth Sayler, PhD, the William A. &
John E. Wagner Professor of Biblical Theology and
Distinguished Professor of Bible at Wartburg Theological
Seminary, died unexpectantly Monday November 11, 2019.

Gwen was born on October 27, 1948 in Bismarck North
Dakota the daughter of Quentin and Elizabeth (Tucker)
Sayler. She grew up in Underwood ND and graduated from
Underwood High School in 1966. She received her Bachelor
of Arts from Valparaiso University and was extremely proud
of her association with the deaconess class of 1971. She
served at Immanuel Lutheran Church as a Parish Deaconess
in Alliance, Nebraska.

Gwen graduated from Concordia Seminary in Exile in May of 1974 and received her PhD in
Jewish and Christian Literature and History from the Exile to the Mishnah in 1982. She was
certified for ordination in the American Lutheran Church in 1981. She was called as a pastor of
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Watertown, Wisconsin in October of 1982 and served until
joining the Wartburg staff in 1991.

As a member of the Wartburg faculty, Gwen had a significant impact on shaping leaders
for the church for generations. She taught the Scriptures with insight and passion.  She
cared deeply for her students. She was a caring and dedicated colleague, loyal friend, and
a mentor to many.

Besides teaching, Gwen served as the Director for Lifelong Learning for several years along with
the Internship Committee at Wartburg. She has authored numerous articles, book chapters, Bible
studies and one book. In 2016 she celebrated the 45th anniversary of her consecration as
Deaconess in the Valparaiso Lutheran Diaconal Association (LDA) community. She served on
the Candidacy Committee for the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin for more than 20 years. Her
plans were to retire after the 2019-2020 academic year. Gwen was an avid bicyclist, walker,
Pilates enthusiast and Green Bay Packer fan. She was a volunteer at the Dream Center, the
Presentation Lantern, and was an active member of Saint Peter Lutheran Church, all in Dubuque.

Gwen lived a full and joyful life, serving as a Deaconess, Pastor, Professor, kind and loving
friend, sister, sister-in-law, aunt and great aunt to her family in North Dakota. Gwen loved her
family and spent almost every Christmas in ND. She never forgot about a birthday or holiday,
especially for her great nephews and nieces.

She is survived by her brother Tom (Valerie) Sayler of Stanton, ND: her nephews Michael
(Emilie) Sayler and John (Esther) Sayler of Mandan, ND; and great nephews and nieces Isaac,
Jack, Ben, Adam, Lyla, and Kate.

She was preceded in death by her parents.

In lieu of flowers memorials may be given to Wartburg Seminary or the Lutheran Diaconal
Association (LDA).
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