
I will be with you...
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
    and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
    and the flame shall not consume you.

CONSIDER YOUR CALL:
A DISCERNMENT JOURNAL

ISAIAH 43:2



When God calls you by name, buckle in. God’s work is not for the faint of heart! Quick on the 
heels of call often comes a flood of doubt, questions that poke at our faith and drive us to wonder 
if we are really cut out for the work God is calling us to do: Am I good enough? Smart enough? 
Too young? Too old? Not religious enough? Is my past too littered with sin? Can I afford seminary? 
How will my family/friends react? 

Exploring God’s call can feel a lot like being on your tiptoes in a rushing river – overwhelming, 
threatening, scary. Or like walking through fire – intense, demanding, fearful. God does not 
promise that it will be easy. In fact, God identifies pain and challenge, river and fire, as parts of the 
journey. But God also promises that we need not fear (though there are plenty of things around 
you that are fearful!). Because God, your savior, the one who created and formed you, is the one 
who is calling you. And God will be with you. 

One of the ways God is with you is that God puts people in our path who are partners in the 
work of discernment. We help each other – we listen, we pray, we share, we bear one another’s 
burdens when they are too great to bear alone. I pray you have discovered some of those part-
ners in your immediate circles, but there are some here, too, at Wartburg Seminary – fellow trav-
elers and those just a little ahead on the journey, who are here to help. So call on us, come and 
see us, and let us remind you again and again, in the rivers and in the fires, that God is with you.

I will be with you... Space for discernment...

The following pages include quotes, questions to get you thinking, opportunities for reflection, and 
space to write, doodle, or draw as you discern how God is calling you.

WHAT TO EXPECT IN THIS JOURNAL



Never once did Jesus scan the room for the best example of  holy living and send that person 
out to tell others about him. He always sent stumblers and sinners. I find that comforting.“
FROM PASTRIX BY NADIA BOLZ-WEBER

HAVE YOU EVER FELT LIKE YOU’RE NOT ENOUGH?
Have you looked around the room and wondered how you fit with those around you?  You 
have heard it before, but it’s true: you are not alone. Rev. Dr. Troy Troftgruben, WTS 
Professor shared, “On any given day, even I can talk my self out of my call if I try hard 
enough.” How do these thoughts from Nadia and Troy fit into how you understand your call? 
Who are the individuals or systems in your life that help you feel connected and not alone?

?
HAVE YOU EVER FELT LIKE YOU’RE NOT ENOUGH?



It is a curious thing, Harry, but perhaps those who are best suited to power are those who 
have never sought it. Those who, like you, have leadership thrust upon them, and take up the 
mantle because they must, and find to their own surprise that they wear it well.“
FROM DUMBLEDORE IN HARRY POTTER AND THE DEATHLY HALLOWS BY J.K. ROWLING

Think about a time when you weren’t asked to lead, but did. Did it feel natural, scary, or 
a mixture of both? How did that effect your sense of self and the sense of your own call?  
Where did you stumble? Where did you shine?

?
HOW DO YOU EXPERIENCE LEADERSHIP ROLES?



The only real difference between Anxiety and Excitement was my willingness to let go of Fear.“
FROM LEARNING TO WALK IN THE DARK BY BARBARA BROWN TAYLOR

Letting go of fear is hard! But why? Fear doesn’t mean wrong or bad, it simply means you’re 
afraid! Has fear every held you back? Have you ever taken the next step, despite your fear?   
How did it feel? 

?
WHY IS IT SO HARD TO LET GO OF FEAR?



Before I can tell my life what I want to do with it, I must listen to my life telling me who I am.“
FROM LET YOUR LIFE SPEAK BY PARKER PALMER

We’ve all heard the term “self care,” but when was the last time you actually sat down to 
inventory and check in with yourself?  Take this time to think about what it is that’s life giving 
to you; what are the things that bring you joy, energy and excitement? What are the things 
that prevent us from feeling joy or leave us feeling empty? Reflect on the connections that 
exist between the things that bring you joy and how your future plans could strengthen those 
connections. 

?
WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU CHECKED IN WITH YOURSELF?



God is hidden in vocation. Christ is hidden in our neighbors. “
FROM ON THE FREEDOM OF A CHRISTIAN BY MARTIN LUTHER

Merriam-Webster defines vocation as “a summons or strong inclination to a particular state or 
course of action.”  With that in mind, describe a time when you’ve felt a sense of 
vocation. How did it feel? How did it connect to your sense of faith or understanding of God? 

Recall your notes from the Nadia Bolz-Weber quote, “[Jesus] always sent stumblers and 
sinners”. Now think about what it means to see Christ in our neighbors. Do you think there is 
a reason why something so simple as “neighbors” is where we see Christ? How does this fit 
with your understanding of vocation?

?
WHERE DO VOCATION, FAITH, AND MY NEIGHBOR MEET?



Albeit easier said that done, don’t be scared! Don’t be scared to listen to your gut, don’t be 
scared to think outside the box, and most importantly don’t be scared to ask “is this even 
possible?” “
FROM JACKIE BAUMHOVER, DIRECTOR FOR ADMISSIONS AT WARTBURG SEMINARY

There are so many possibilities for your call, your ministry, your gifts, and passions in this 
church!  You might not now what the next 5 years will bring, or how exactly those gifts and 
talents fit in with the logistics of life and your routine. So what?! Hear these promises: “Do not 
be afraid,” “I will be with you,” “be strong and courageous,” and “come and see” above all the 
uncertainty.   

Call, email, or connect with me on Facebook, I’d love to hear your story today!    

@JackieBaumhoverWartburgSeminary (Facebook)
jbaumhover@wartburgseminary.edu
563-589-0203
wartburgseminary.edu/events

? IS IT TIME FOR YOU TO TAKE THE NEXT STEP?



Visit www.wartburgseminary.edu, call 563-589-0203, or 
email admissions@wartburgseminary.edu to connect with us!


