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From the Boards of Directors & Trustees
It is with great joy and praise to God that we celebrate another fantastic 
year for Wartburg Theological Seminary. In a year fraught with challenges 
stemming from COVID-19, Wartburg thrived. 

We are pleased to share with you that Wartburg was recently named 
one of seven out of 280 accredited seminaries in the U.S. that has 
generated enrollment growth consecutively over the past five years. 
This is certainly a cause for celebration, and it also means we have an 
even higher responsibility to remain faithful to our mission to 
steward resources for engaging, equipping, and sending collaborative 
leaders who interpret, proclaim, and live the gospel of Jesus Christ for 
a world created for communion with God and in need of personal and 
social healing.

Wartburg’s position to provide leaders for the church stems largely 
from its phenomenal fiscal strength. This strength is made possible due 
to the generosity of the people listed in these pages, as well as the 
prudent management of our leadership. Being debt free means every 
donor gift will have a direct impact on future church leaders. 

For all of the outpouring of generosity, we are deeply grateful. Thank 
you for trusting Wartburg Seminary with your expression of abundance. 
Thank you for serving the church and God’s mission in our world.

Dr. Stephen Cornils ‘70 	 Rev. Dr. Andrea DeGroot-Nesdahl ‘77
Chair, Board of Directors	 Chair, Board of Trustees

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Dr. Stephen Cornils ‘70, Chair
Dr. René Johnson, Vice Chair
Rev. Dr. Nelson Meyer ‘68, Secretary
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Rev. Michael Carlson ‘04
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Rev. Dr. Amsalu Geleta
Bishop Michael Girlinghouse
Tony Goodman
Debra Hibbard
David Horstmann
Dr. Elizabeth Lucht Jones
Rev. Stacy Martin
Andy Nuffer
Kathy Patrick
Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson
Doug Stussi

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Rev. Dr. Andrea DeGroot-Nesdahl ‘77, Chair
Rev. Dr. Michael Foss ‘74, Vice Chair 
Rev. Michael Carlson ‘04, Secretary
Rev. Kathryn Franzenburg ‘85
Nancy Heykes
Rev. Jim Wenger ‘85
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Together, we kicked off a new academic year at 
Wartburg Seminary with a hybrid model of Prolog 
Week! With more than 75% of the student body 
present on campus and the remaining 25% 
participating virtually, we began the year in the way 
we always do: centring our community in worship. 
The worshipping community at Wartburg Seminary 
gathers to receive God’s Word and sing God’s praise 
throughout the year as the center of life together as 
a learning community.

Opening Worship at Wartburg Seminary is a 
long-held tradition, taking place on the afternoon of 
Labor Day in September. It is a time to gather as a 
community for the first time in a new year, but also 
to welcome the new students in our midst. Rev. Dr. 
Craig Nessan, Academic Dean, commented on the 
addition of this class to our community: “As Academic 
Dean, I am thrilled to welcome our new incoming 
class. We had an amazing experience of orientation 
and community building during Prolog Week. Already 
I observe many gifts for ministry and am confident 
how these new students will both be formed by and 
contribute to the Loehe legacy of Wartburg Theological 
Seminary.”

Another long-standing tradition is Convocation. 
Convocations at Wartburg Seminary are community 
conversations about topics that matter. They focus on 

current, often-challenging topics that deserve face-
to-face dialogue. Convocations strive to host discus-
sion in ways that bring us together as community, 
invite open-ended questions, and welcome every-
one’s voice. Convocations are neither lectures nor 
simply presentations. They are face-to-face conver-
sations, inspired by Jesus’ teachings (Matt 18:15–20), 
that strive for mutual understanding, solidarity, and 
wholeness in communities today. Our Prolog Week 
topic was “Community as Sacred Trust and Spiritual 
Practice.”

Troy Troftgruben, Associate Professor of New Tes-
tament and Community Life Chair, shared: “This fall, 
all of us at Wartburg are navigating complex rela-
tionships and modes of communication under the 
stresses of an ongoing pandemic, making it likelier 
for us to not bring our best to honoring one another 
in community together. In view of that, we thought it 
essential to kick off the academic year with intention-
al conversation about practicing community faithfully 
and well together, with special focus upon commu-
nity members whose voices are less often heard in 
broader society. We had the opportunity to hear stu-
dent leaders tell about their experiences as people of 
color, as LGBTQ community members, and as people 
with physical limitations. These voices, along with in-
sights on community from faculty and staff, helped 
us pause to reflect on how we can be more intentional 

WTS Begins a New Academic Year

“I walked into seminary with many fears but one solid reassurance: I am supposed to be here. 
The community I have experienced here has allowed me to find a new sense of belonging and 
peace.” — Tori Richard, Master of Divinity Student

HYBRID PROLOG WEEK KICKS OFF 168TH YEAR AT WARTBURG SEMINARY
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about practicing community more faithfully here at 
Wartburg—and beyond.”

Student Tori Richard shared, “I walked into seminary 
with many fears but one solid reassurance: I am sup-
posed to be here. As a person who has walked their 
entire life with a disability, I knew there would be ad-
ditional challenges when accepting a call to serve the 
church. However, the community I have experienced 
here has allowed me to find a new sense of belonging 
and peace. Luther teaches us to live as theologians 
of the cross. When applied to a disability, we have to 
acknowledge and name that disabilities are seen and 
unseen. Each person’s experience is unique, and so is 
a community’s response. God’s grace is freely given, 
and paradoxically, God’s grace is manifested through 
communities that walk in solidarity with minorities. 
All of us are called into faith with Christ. Paul said that 
“when I am weak, I am made strong” (2 Cor. 12:10). 
When applied to disability, disability says where I am 
lacking, I am full in the light of the cross.”

Rev. Liz Albertson, Vice President for Admissions and 
Student Services, reflected on how we might take 
what was learned during Convocation and move for-
ward after Prolog Week, sharing, “What does prac-
ticing community, Wartburg style, look like?  The key 
word is practice. It is for good reason that the Bible is 
full of stories, advice, and rules concerning how we 
as humans and we who gather in God’s holy name 
should act and what to do when we (the community) 
fall short.  Life Together as the Wartburg community 
is not simple or easy, but it is good.  The work is worth 
it for the ways God expands hearts and minds, brings 
joy and delight, and deepens faith and understanding 
through this community. Humility, playfulness, wor-
ship, prayer, curiosity, speaking truth with love, and 
the powerful gift of forgiveness—these are the things 
that Wartburg students, faculty, and staff learn and 
practice as we engage in community life together.”
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Shalom Hill Farm Cohort Takes on Ministry in Rural Minnesota

Immersion Program
Summer Rural 

This summer three Wartburg students, Riley Anderson-Reed, DaMisha McFarland-Pollock, and Mary Anne Parker packed up and 
headed to Shalom Hill Farm in rural Windom, Minnesota, to begin a 10-week Clinical Program of Wartburg Theological Seminary 
(CPW). The program, guided by ACPE standards, is adopted for the format of education that Wartburg is using in lieu of accredited 
CPE. Clinical experience is done through visits made by the students in their local community, with weekly group interactions through 
interactive technology. We interviewed the summer cohort to learn more about their journey together through the program. 

DaMisha McFarland-Pollock, Riley Anderson Reed, 
and Mary Anne Parker
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Immersion Program

T     he Shalom Hill Farm cohort all agreed on 
one thing; being able to experience their mi-
nistry in person was very important. Sum-
ming it up neatly, Riley said, “When I was 

looking for a CPE site, a lot of them were still closed 
because of COVID and a lot were going online again, 
but I really wanted in-person.  I’d had enough online 
experiences.” Mary Anne agreed, “I was over COVID. 
I’m a people person and I was ready to connect with 
people one-on-one again.”  As so often happens, 
the trio forged a bond around the dinner table. “We 
already knew each other from Zoom, so it wasn’t 
like we were starting out as strangers,” shared Mary 
Anne. “It’s true,” states Riley, “but it was very cool 
to have a cohort that was in person. We ate din-
ner together almost every night and we would talk 
about our days and our experiences. We were all in 
rural ministry but all had such different experien-
ces.” Adds DaMisha, “It was just really fun to have 
a community that had similar things going on that 
you could talk about your day with.”

Each morning, the three would leave the serene set-
ting of Shalom Hill Farm and head out to minister in 
various communities. DaMisha served in a nursing 
home with 55 residents located in Windom, MN, 
with a population of 4,646. Riley’s community was 
smaller, with 1,000 people, located in Westbook, 
MN. She spent half of her time at the Good Sama-
ritan Society Nursing Home and the other half be-
tween Trinity Lutheran Church and Grace Lutheran 
Church as their home visit minister. Mary Anne ser-
ved at American Lutheran Church in Worthington, 
MN, where the population was nearly 10,000. 

Another topic the trio agreed on was the importance 
of their rural ministry classes. DaMisha in particu-
lar was grateful for the WTS instruction she had re-
ceived; “I had three rural ministry courses prior to 
starting CPW this summer.  Dr. Mark Yackel-Juleen 
prepared me for life in small, rural Midwest towns.  
I understood place was important and to respect 
where people come from. He also taught me the 
importance of story in rural contexts.” Riley agreed, 
specifically noting that while the classes were help-
ful, there was something to be said about experien-
cing rural life in-person, “So many of us go into rural 
ministry and are unprepared for what it entails and 
how it’s different from ministry elsewhere. For example, 
I was terrified to do cold calls; just calling up people 
on a list and introducing myself and saying, ‘I would 
like to visit you, would you like a visit?’ That’s not 
something you ever get taught specifically but was 
great to experience firsthand.” Mary Anne agreed, 
“Because Wartburg is so pastorally experience fo-
cused, there’s so much grace in the classroom and 
so much passion in the teaching, and our profes-
sors walk their talk and really provide an example of 
what we’re supposed to do and I think that’s proba-

bly the most valuable quality for situations like we 
were in this summer.”

And though the experience was rural and in-person, 
the group found themselves once again relying on 
technology. “Technology allowed me to be in a rural 
context while being supervised by an experienced 
CPE Supervisor located elsewhere,” stated DaMi-
sha. Riley agreed, “Without technology we wouldn’t 
have been able to have a rural CPE experience. We 
also wouldn’t have been able to connect with all the 
members of our cohort who were in different loca-
tions having different experiences.”
 
The ten weeks flew by as the cohort busied them-
selves with ministry that included visits and rela-
tionship building with the elderly, Bible studies, and 
preaching, among a host of other duties assigned. 
In their free time, they explored the communities 
they were immersed in; including visits to a sheep 
ranch and a dairy farm. “We had the opportunity for 
quite a few different activities that were part of the 
rural experience that were really fun,” stated Mary 
Anne.  

Of the experience DaMisha noted, “I have a passion 
for rural ministry and a concentration in it as well. 
I love small town and rural life. The pace of life, the 
community, the interconnectedness… how kind and 
welcoming and helpful, typically, those communi-
ties are, all are things that draw me to them. This 
experience affirmed my call to rural ministry.” Riley 
echoed the sentiment, saying, “This experience defi-
nitely taught me that I enjoy rural ministry and that 
if I have the opportunity for it in the future, I will 
be very excited.” Mary Anne couldn’t help but agree, 
noting, “This experience made me more passionate 
for what I want to do. I’m more passionate about 
my call. I know that this is what I’m supposed to do.” 
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back and to see the alumni pic-
tures on the wall, and tell stories; 
it was really special watching his 
excitement,” stated Steve. The 
trip was meaningful to Steve as 
well. The oldest of four, Steve 
was the only one in his family 
born in Iowa and though he has 
no memory of his 18 months liv-
ing in the Wartburg trailer park, 
says of the visit, “It was a really 
great experience; it was my way 
to get back in touch with Wart-
burg and back to my roots and 
see where I was raised.” 

It wasn’t only the memories that 
Steve and Terri found inspiring. 
States Steve, “Our visit showed 
us that Wartburg is a visionary 
school; you’re not just reacting 
to the world, you’re leading it. 
Our experience was very inspi-
rational.”

Following their visit to Wartburg, 
Steve and Terri began having 
conversations about the pivotal 
role the seminary played in the 

“I always had a high regard for 
it (Wartburg), I liked being the 
minister’s kid. My dad is a role 
model for me and how I live life 
and he always says how much 
Wartburg shaped him and his 
thought process,” stated Steve.

In 2019, upon his late mother 
Geraldine’s suggestion, Steve 
and his wife Terri decided to take 
Joel back to Wartburg to learn 
more about the place that 
shaped not only his father, but 
their family as well. 

Soon after their arrival to cam-
pus, Steve and Terri understood 
what all the buzz had been 
about. “Everyone was really wel-
coming and engaging and my 
dad was just so excited to be 

The close knit Diemer family from Madison, 
WI grew up familiar with Wartburg Theolog-
ical Seminary because of how highly their 
father, Joel ‘64, spoke about his alma mater 
and how many close family friends they had 
who were also Wartburg alums. 

Diemer Family Establishes 
Scholarship Fund
FOR STEVE AND TERRI DIEMER, WHAT STARTED OUT AS A TRIP 
DOWN MEMORY LANE TURNED INTO A MISSION TO MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE

Joel and Steve Diemer The Diemer Family circa 1972
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shaping of the Diemer family and 
continues to play in providing pas-
toral leadership for the church. 
This conversation led to an ob-
servation from their own church, 
“We’ve seen people in our church, 
one person in particular, trying to 
become a minister as a second 
career.” After seeing this person, 
the Diemers began to think about 
ways to financially assist people 
who are changing careers while 
raising a family at the same time. 

After praying about it and consult-
ing Joel, the couple decided to up-
date their will to include a named 
scholarship in the Wartburg Semi-
nary Endowment fund. The schol-
arship, titled, “The Diemer Family 
Scholarship,” was not only a way 
for Steve and Terri to honor Joel, 
but to honor the long line of min-
isters in his family, including his 
grandfather and uncles, one of 
whom also graduated from Wart-
burg. Of the scholarship, Steve 
says, “I am not a minister, but this 
was a way to give back in a mean-
ingful way to a place that means a 
lot to my family and to me.”  

The importance of scholarship 
funds cannot be overstated. In 
fact, each year WTS students are 
awarded scholarships, based on 
financial aid eligibility, from the 
endowment earnings. Because of 
the generosity of people like the 
Diemers, Wartburg is able to offer 
100% of eligible students some 
level of scholarship support. 

Kristin Johnston Largen, WTS 
President, said about receiving 
this gift, “It was such a pleasure 
visiting with Pastor Joel, Steve and 
Terri, and learning about their ex-
perience of Wartburg Seminary in 
the 1960s.  Their love of Wartburg 
and their ongoing faithfulness to 
God’s mission in the world is at the 
heart of what makes Wartburg so 
special.  I am deeply grateful for 
their generosity that will give fu-
ture generations of church lead-
ers the opportunity to be formed 
by the Wartburg community for 
service to the gospel.”

To learn more about specific giving options, 
including legacy giving, scholarship giving, 
endowment giving, or other ways to give, 
visit wartburgseminary.edu/giving-opportunities.

WTS President Kristin Johnston Largen, 
Terri Diemer, Steve Diemer and Joel 
Diemer
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In response to the 
call of the Spirit and 
the needs of the 
church for faithful 
leaders to steward 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ particular-
ly in under served 
communities that 
worship in lan-
guages other than 
English, Wartburg 
Theological Sem-
inary has created 

a Competency Based Education approach to 
the ELCA’s TEEM pathway to the ministry of 
Word and Sacrament.  The program —Jour-
ney Together— will free people to pursue the 
call to ministry placed upon them by the Holy 
Spirit. Pastor Edy Santos, the Program Direc-
tor for Journey Together, shared some of his 
thoughts on the program. 

“Undoubtedly, there are different ways of 
learning and teaching theology,” states Pastor 
Santos, “but the most important thing is to 
make theology a particular form of life, a way 
of thinking and being in the world. Journey To-
gether makes this. It is a program that leads 
the student to delve into three dimensions 
necessary to be a competent Christian. Those 
dimensions are knowing, doing, and being.” 

Journey Together focuses on inductive meth-
odology, where opinion and critical reflection 
are essential so that both the student and the 
academic community, through a horizontal di-
alogue, are allowed to learn together.  “In tra-
ditional education, it is current that we learn, 
memorize, and evaluate based on content. 
That does not happen in competency-based 
education,” states Pastor Edy. 

He went on to explain that competencies  are 
a combination of knowledge, skills, and atti-
tudes appropriate to the context. “Likewise, 

they are the ability to effectively perform a 
task in a given context. In other words, to de-
velop competencies, one must assimilate and 
appropriate a series of knowledge associat-
ed with them and learn to analyze and apply 
them together in a holistic way. In this sense, 
evaluating competencies leads to evaluating 
processes in solving problem situations. In 
short, Journey Together is important because 
this program is for competent Christian leaders.”

When asked about what he was most looking 
forward to in this new role, Santos shared, 
“First, I am very honored and happy to begin 
this “Journey Together” serving the church. 
The Wartburg community’s historical trajec-
tory and human quality are exceptional, so 
I thank God for the opportunity to integrate 
this family of faith.”

Pastor Santos continued, saying, “I hope to 
contribute to the educational work of the 
seminary with the initiative of a reformed 
theological education, which provides stu-
dents with meaningful learning through the 
development of competencies. I want to pro-
mote the importance of ‘learning to learn’ that 
emphasizes this new program, since we will 
have more effective church work if we are 
competent Christian leaders. I believe this can 
help transform lives through the Gospel of Je-
sus Christ, feeling strengthened by Grace and 
justified by a living faith that acts tangibly and 
does not remain in mere concepts. My work as 
director of Journey Together seeks to inspire 
a transformation in the way we educate our-
selves as Christian leaders, awakening a spir-
it and a clear awareness of discipleship and 
implementing the gifts that God has given us. 
Likewise, I want to highlight the importance 
of listening to each other and expressing our 
sense of faith based on our circumstances to 
continue growing in the church’s knowledge, 
do, and be.”

Meet Pastor Edy Santos, Program Director for Journey Together

JOURNEY 
TOGETHER
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These verses describe well how God has been with us this past year at Wartburg Seminary. For 
a year and a half, when our community was not able to gather together for in-person classes 
or worship, this community remained rooted in God’s peace, and experienced God’s nearness. 
God kept our minds and hearts focused on Jesus Christ as classes and daily worship continued 
digitally. Many students graduated to become ordained leaders in the ELCA. Many more new 
students were welcomed.

God has continued to ‘guard our hearts and minds’ through faithful servants like you who have 
supported and energized Wartburg’s mission. Your generosity has helped us shape leaders for 
spreading the gospel and sharing the good news of Jesus Christ with those who desperately 
need it.

Rejoice in the Lord always. Wartburg Seminary remains healthy and strong. In September, we 
were blessed to resume in-person classes and worship, and the joy of being together in person 
again was palpable. The chapel and our classrooms are full, and the halls echo with conversation, 
laughter, and the occasional song.

Rejoice in the Lord always. My gratitude for you is heartfelt, and your ongoing encouragement is 
evidence of the work God is doing through Wartburg Seminary. Your continued strong support 
allows us to form new leaders to strengthen and grow the church.

Rejoice in the Lord always. The Spirit is stirring at Wartburg Seminary, and I am so excited to see 
how God expands our mission and our impact in the year to come.

Rejoice in the Lord always. The Wartburg Seminary community is truly together wherever we 
are, and that community includes you. Keep us in your prayers as we continue to follow the Holy 
Spirit and form new leaders for service in the church.

God’s peace and blessings to you,

The Rev. Kristin Johnston Largen, Ph.D
President, Wartburg Theological Seminary

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will 
say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known 
to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry 
about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all under-
standing, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:4–7

A Note from the President

IMPACTAnnual
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Fiscal Year 2020-21 by the Numbers

TEACHING
24%

LIBRARY &
TECHNOLOGY
12%

LEADERSHIP &
COMMUNICATIONS
29%

FUNDRAISING
14%

CAPITAL 
PURCHASES 3%

EXPENSES
$5,220,939

STUDENT 
SERVICES 8%

FACILITIES 10%

TUITION &  
FEES 22%

GIFTS & 
GRANTS 28%

ELCA CHURCHWIDE 
& SYNOD SUPPORT
26%

ENDOWMENT
17%

HOUSING 7%

REVENUE
$6,014,397

*Does not include $255,894 in estate gifts

ENDOWMENT
$32,807,089
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Wartburg Seminary Donor Support
LOEHE LIFETIME GIVING SOCIETY

The Loehe Lifetime Giving Society, named for Wartburg Seminary’s founder Wilhelm Loehe, honors supporters for the significant 
contributions they have made to Wartburg during their lifetime. The top categories, over $500,000, also includes planned gifts. We 
express our sincere gratitude for the lasting impact these individuals have made on our mission. A cross (†) is used to indicate the 

person has died within the year. An asterisk (*) is used to indicate new members.

$1,000,000 or more
Mr Steven Benz & Ms Lynne D Sherburne-Benz
Mrs Dorothy Bowen
*Dr Gerald R Kleinfeld
Rev Ronald G & Ms Mary Ellen Koplitz
Rev Dr Richard W Rouse & Ms Beth Lewis
Ms Charlotte Streng

$250,000 – $500,000
Mrs Jackie Brammer
Rev Glen H & Ms Shirley Gronlund
Mr David L & Ms Joyce Horstmann
Mr Harold & Ms Grace Kurtz
Ms Cathy Maasdam
Mrs Jean Peterson
Mr Charles E & Mrs Kathy Safris
Rev Dr Mark & Rev Margaret Yackel-Juleen
†*Dr Vernon Zunker

$100,000 – $249,999
Dr James & Mrs Judith Bailey
Rev Thomas T Baumgardner
Mrs Judith Cherwinka
Rev Kathryn Franzenburg & Dr William Davis
Rev Dr Ann Fritschel
Mrs Elsie Gilbertson
Rev Bruce & Ms Sherrill Hanstedt
Mr Donald & Ms JoAnne Heltner
Dr Ralph Jung
Mr Don & Mrs Judy Maurer
Ms Lila Nietfeld
Rev Dr Stanley & Mrs Nancy Olson
Ms Helen Pagel
*Ms Kathy Patrick & Rev Arthur Murphy
Rev Dr Winston & Dr May Persaud
Ms Carol & Dr Clifford Rask
Ms Kristine Roe
Ms Kitty Ruosch
*Mrs Ruth Smith
Mr Alan Sorenson
Mr William P Streng
Mr Ronald & Ms Sandy Thiel
Rev Lloyd F Ziebarth

$50,000 – $99,999
Mr Rodney C Anderson
Rev Terrie Rae & Mr Chris Anderson
Rev Ginger Anderson-Larson & Rev Keith Larson
Rev David H & Mrs Ruth Assmus
Mr John & Ms Jennifer Augustine
Mrs Fern Basden
Dr Roger & Ms Angela Bell
†*Mr Charles Beyer
Rev Dean & Mrs Kari Brockmeier
Rev Dr Norma Cook Everist & Rev Burton Everist
Dr Stephen Cornils
Rev Dr Roger W Fjeld
Ms Barbara Fritschel
Rev Jennifer & Mr Jerry Henry
Dr Robert & Ms Mildred Herder

Mr Warren Herreid II & Ms Jeannine Rivet
Rev Dr Paul & Ms Elaine Hill
Rev Eimo Eldon & Ms Patricia Hinrichs
Dr Phillip & Ms Sharron Knox
Rev Barbara J Knutson
Mrs Carol Koeneman
Mr Steve & Ms Brenda Koenig
Mr Marvin & Ms Lynn Koester
Rev Ivan E & Ms Kris Larsen
Ms Judie Lehman
Rev Robert F Lehmann
†*Rev Thomas F Loftus
Rev Dr Nelson & Ms Shirley Meyer
Mr Daniel & Ms Peg Musil
Rev Dr Craig L & Mrs Cathy Nessan
Dr Daniel L Olson
Ms Irene Paape
Mr Daniel & Mrs Barbara Martin Rank
Mr Carl & Ms Valerie Rausch
Ms Tecla Sund Reklau & Mr Fred Reklau
Rev Dr Jan Rippentrop Schnell & Dr Steven  
   Rippentrop
Rev Dr †John & Mrs Susan Schmeling
Col Louis & Mrs Susan Soon Shim
Dr Cynthia Smith
Dr Lynn C Smith
Rev Dr David & Mrs Diane Solberg
Rev Christine & Mr Daryl Stienstra
Ms Faith & Mr Don Trapp
Mr William A Weiblen
*Rev James & Ms Nancy Wenger
Mr John & Ms Connie Wiese

$25,000 – $49,999
Dr Robert H & Ms Sonia Albers
Mr James & Ms Helen Ruth Barrett
Rev Leon & Mrs Janet Bauer
Ms Carla Beem
Mrs Dorothea Berke
Ms Bernadean Bichel
Rev Sharon & Mr Greg Bockelman
Rev Philip Borleske
Rev Norman & Mrs Kathryn Braatz
Bishop Michael & Mrs Diane Burk
Rev William F Derrick
Rev Dr Dennis & Ms Karen Dickman
Rev Donald & Rev Gloria Keiser Dovre
Ms Rita & Mr David Dudley
Ms Elizabeth Z Egge
Rev Arno L Frerichs & Ms Sarah Rogers
Rev Eldor M Fruehling
Mr Robert & Ms Carolyn Gelpke
Rev Carl W Glamm
Mr Bill & Ms Mary Ann Goettler
Ms Karen Hansen
Rev Kurt & Ms Susan Hansen
Mr Mark & Ms Anne Hansen
Rev Ray & Ms Janice Heilener
Ms Nancy & Rev Paul Heykes
Rev Judith L & Mr Terry Huseth

Dr David Jacox
†Mr Marvin Jensen
Rev Dr Bonnie Jensen
*Mr Jerry & Ms Annette Johns
Rev Louise Johnson
Mrs Maxine Johnson
Rev Carol Johnson
Mr David & Ms Jill Justin
Rev Herb & Ms Anne Knudten Jr
Rev Dr Duane & Dr Joen Larson
Mr Zachary A & Ms Kristin Larson
Ms Sally & Mr Glen Lee
Ms Agnete Lind
Ms Marlene Lundsgaard
Mrs Dorothy Lussenden
*Dr Charles Lutz
Rev Dr Robert D & Ms JoAnn Lynne
Rev Dr Charles H & Ms Pauline Maahs
Mrs Alice Martin
Rev Paul Meeker
Rev †Curtis H & Ms Sharyl Miller
*Mrs Sharyl Miller
*Mr James & Ms Connie Mohn
Ms Jane M Mundschenk
Rev Rodney Nordby & Ms Nancy Anderson
Rev Peggy Ogden-Howe & Mr Henry Howe
*Mr David & Ms Larayne Olson
Rev J Elliott & Ms Kathryn Pancoast
Ms Carmen Peter
Rev Dr Duane A Priebe
Rev Alfred E & Mrs Myrna Putz
Mr James & Ms Gail Raffel
Rev Armin H & Mrs Miriam Reitz
Ms Rachel Riensche
Ms Jean J Ruege
Rev Roland & Mrs Barbara Schaedig
Rev Ronald & Mrs Else Schardt
Rev Dr Thomas Schattauer & Dr Paula Carlson
Rev Dr Edwin Schick
Rev David L Shelstad & Dr Lorri J Lobeck
Rev Harris & Mrs Carol Sonnenberg
*Mr Duane F & Ms Beverly Stokebrand
Rev William R & Mrs Carol Straka
Mr Marcus & Mrs Marsha Streng
Mr Raymond E Sund
Mrs Karen Thompson
Mr Robert H & Mrs Donetta Ulrich
Mrs Della Vivien
Dr Robert & Mrs Sally Vogel
Ms Lucy J Wall
Mr Alvin J Wittmaier
Rev Arthur V & Ms Donna M Wood
*Rev Edgar A & Mrs Verona Zelle
Mr Richard & Ms Marge Zimmerman
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INDIVIDUAL DONOR SUPPORT
The generous people listed here have given or directed gifts to support the mission of Wartburg Seminary during the 2020–2021 
fiscal year. These gifts include support for the Annual Fund, which is critical to our continued financial strength, flexibility, and 
sustainability, as well as support to the endowment or special projects. A cross (†) is used to indicate the person has died within the year.

$25,000 or more
Rev Glen H & Ms Shirley Gronlund
Rev Eimo Eldon & Ms Patricia  
   Hinrichs
Mr Jerry & Ms Annette Johns
Rev Ronald G & Ms Mary Ellen  
   Koplitz
Rev Ivan E & Ms Kris Larsen
Mrs Sharyl Miller
Ms Kathy Patrick & Rev Arthur
   Murphy
Mrs Ruth Smith
Mr Alan Sorenson
Mr William P Streng
Rev James & Ms Nancy Wenger
Rev Dr Mark & Rev Margaret  
   Yackel-Juleen

$10,000 – $24,999
Rev Philip Borleske
Rev Dr Norma Cook Everist & Rev  
   Burton Everist
Rev Kathryn Franzenburg & Dr  
   William Davis
Mr Filmore Gustafson
Ms Stephanie & Mr Derek 
   Halvorson
Mr David L & Ms Joyce Horstmann
Mr Harold & Ms Grace Kurtz
Rev Dr Nelson & Ms Shirley Meyer
Rev Dr Winston & Dr May Persaud
Mr Daniel & Mrs Barbara Martin  
   Rank
Rev Christine & Mr Daryl Stienstra
Ms Charlotte Streng
Mr John A & Ms Liz H Wuertz
Rev Lloyd F Ziebarth

$5,000 – $9,999
Dr James & Mrs Judith Bailey
Mr James & Ms Helen Ruth Barrett
Rev David & Rev Gwen Brandfass
Rev M Richard Druckrey
Dr Douglas England
Mr Paul K Erbes
Rev Dr Ann Fritschel
Rev Kenneth D & Mrs Yvonne   
   Gibson
Mr Warren Herreid II & Ms 
   Jeannine Rivet
Dr Gerald R Kleinfeld
Rev Barbara J Knutson
Mr Steve & Ms Brenda Koenig
Mr Marvin & Ms Lynn Koester
Rev Dr Kristin & Rev Dr John Largen
Dr Charles Lutz
Ms Helen Pagel
Rev Dr Jan Rippentrop Schnell &  
   Dr Steven Rippentrop

Rev John & Ms Phylis Schleicher
Rev Patricia Shaw
Mr William A Weiblen
Rev Edgar A & Mrs Verona Zelle

$2,500 – $4,999
Rev Ivan Amman
Rev Ginger Anderson-Larson &  
   Rev Keith Larson
Mrs Dorothea Berke
Rev Sharon & Mr Greg Bockelman
Rev & Mrs Richard D Bremer
Mrs Judith Cherwinka
Dr Stephen Cornils
Rev Charles J Fluegel
Dr Nathan & Ms Diane Frambach
Rev Arno L Frerichs & Ms Sarah 
   Rogers
Mr Steve & Ms Martha Fruehling
Rev Curtis & Ms Susan Hanson
Rev Dr Lawrence & Ms Kathy  
   Henning
Dr Norma Hirsch
Rev Judith L & Mr Terry Huseth
Rev La Moine T Jacobs
Mr Zachary A & Ms Kristin Larson
Mr Thomas & Ms Sharon Leesman
Ms Marlene Lundsgaard
Dr James McKanna
Rev Rodney Nordby & Ms Nancy  
   Anderson
Rev Peggy Ogden-Howe & Mr  
   Henry Howe
Dr Daniel L Olson
Rev Dr Stanley & Mrs Nancy Olson
Ms Florence Panning
Rev Jim & Rev Elizabeth Polanzke
Ms Carol & Dr Clifford Rask
Mr Keith Renken
Mr Jon Reynolds
Ms Kristine Roe
Rev †Russell & Mrs Jane Rudolf
Rev Dr Allan H & Mrs Erline S Sager
Rev Dr Thomas Schattauer & Dr  
   Paula Carlson
Rev Dr †John & Mrs Susan 
   Schmeling
Mr Harold & Ms Frances Seibel
Rev David L Shelstad & Dr Lorri  
   J Lobeck
Dr Lynn C Smith
Mr Duane F & Ms Beverly 
   Stokebrand
Ms Faith & Mr Don Trapp
Rev Dr Troy & Mrs Maria 
   Troftgruben
Dr Gilbert & Mrs Mary Wessel
Rev Kendra Wilde & Dr Ben Spiger

$1,000 – $2,499
Rev Mara Ahles-Iverson
Dr Robert H & Ms Sonia Albers
Rev Raymond & Mrs Sandy  
   Anderson
Rev David H & Mrs Ruth Assmus
Rev Dr Paul & Mrs Rae Bauman
Rev Thomas T Baumgardner
Mr Bernard D Behrends
Mr Cary Duane Berg
Ms Bernadean Bichel
Mr Neil & Ms Karen Bogenschneider
Mrs Dorothy Bowen
Rev Norman & Mrs Kathryn Braatz
Rev Stephen P & Ms Susan Brackett
Rev Dean & Mrs Kari Brockmeier
Mr Paul & Ms VeeAnn Cartwright
Rev Daniel & Ms Susan Christensen
Mr Bruce & Ms Bev Conway
Rev Brenda Crossfield
Ms Linda W & Mr Lawrence C Davis
Mrs Kathy Dean
Rev Judy Deckert
Rev Dr Andrea DeGroot-Nesdahl
Rev Dr Dennis & Ms Karen Dickman
Rev Elizabeth Druckrey Stempinski  
   & Mr Gerald Stempinski
Ms Rita & Mr David Dudley
Ms Elizabeth Z Egge
Chaplain Col Timothy & Col Jan  
   Faulk Eggleston
Rev Dr Roger W Fjeld
Rev Dr Michael W & Mrs 
   Christine Foss
Rev Susan & Mr Norman Friedrich
Ms Barbara Fritschel
Rev Eldor M Fruehling
Dr Erich & Ms Anna Fruehling
Rev Dr James Fruehling
Rev Lee & Rev Dena Gable
Mr Wayne & Ms Lois Garms
Rev Dr Samuel Giere & Bishop  
   Amy Current
Mr Gerald D Gieseke
Bishop Michael & Ms Terrie  
   Girlinghouse
Rev Carl W Glamm
Rev G Mark & Ms Heather Griffith
Rev Gail Hagerty & Mr Dale  
   Sandstrom
Ms Gretchen Hallerberg & Dr J  
   Walton Tomford
Mr Paul & Ms Marilyn Ann Halvor
Rev Rhonda Hanisch
Mr George Hansen
Rev Jeffrey & Ms Cindy Hansen
Rev Kurt & Ms Susan Hansen
Ms Karen & Mr Robert Hayward
Mr Tom & Ms Nancy Heavey

Rev Peter & Ms Susan Heide
Mr James Hendrickson
Dr Robert & Ms Mildred Herder
Ms Nancy & Rev Paul Heykes
Rev Julie Higgs
Ms Carole Hofstad
Rev Duane L & Mrs Marcia Holst
Mr Douglas & Ms Karen Horstmann
Rev Kathy J & Mr Jeff Jacobson
Rev Harvey J & Ms Gloria Jaeger
Mr David L Johnson
Rev Joshua & Deacon Shannon  
   Johnson
Rev Kent & Dr Lee Johnson
Rev Jane & Dr Presley Johnston
Ms Elizabeth Lucht Jones
Rev Sandra K & Bishop Ralph E  
   Jones
Mr Eugene & Ms Sharon Jorandby
Mr Bernard Juday
Mr David & Ms Jill Justin
Dr Steve & Ms Sue Kading
Rev Dr Wayne Kannaday & Dr  
   Helen Doerpinghaus
Rev Dean & Ms Kris Kirst
Rev Herb & Ms Anne Knudten Jr
Ms Kathryn Koob
Rev D Ray & Ms Dorothy Kraemer
Ms Carol Langner
Ms Sally & Mr Glen Lee
Maj Charles E Lewis
Mr Ryan Lun & Ms Man-hei Yip
Rev Dr Charles H & Ms Pauline 
   Maahs
Rev Gerald L & Ms Anita Mansholt
Rev Stacy Martin
Mr Thomas B & Ms Lynne 
   Martin-Erickson
Rev Paul Matthias
Mr George A & Ms Marilyn Max
Rev Nancy McClurg
Mr David & Ms Christine Moore
Ms Carole K & Mr Larry G Morgan
Mr J Duane & Ms Audrey Mortensen
Rev David & Ms Mary Nelsestuen
Ms Ruth Nelson
Rev Dr Craig L & Mrs Cathy Nessan
Rev Christian & Ms Kristin Nisonger
Mr Allen Nordsiden
Rev Mark & Ms Linda Nygard
Rev Thomas & Ms Gail Opoien
Dr Karl A & Ms Peg Otto
Ms Barbara Paff
Rev Robert & Ms Leda Patrick
Rev Dr Leo H & Ms Linda Patterson
Ms Joyce Persaud
Mrs Jean Peterson
Rev Terry L Peterson
Rev Donald J & Ms Amanda Rasner
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Mr Carl & Ms Valerie Rausch
Rev James E & Ms Karyl Reents
Rev Michael Rehak & Ms Pira
   Mueller
Rev Richard & Mrs Catherine  
   Rehfeldt
Rev Ann Rundquist
Rev Ronald & Mrs Else Schardt
Mr Edwin L & Ms E Lorraine  
   Scharlau
Mr Paul & Mrs Joyce Scherner
Ms Sharleen Schlueter
Mr Steven & Ms Rosslyn Schultz
Rev John P & Ms Mary Sersland
Ms Mary & Mr Thomas Shelton
Rev Michael & Mrs Kathe Sherer
Rev David L & Mrs Susan Smith
Rev Dr David & Mrs Diane Solberg

Rev Douglas F & Mrs Cynthia C
   Soley
Rev Harris & Mrs Carol Sonnenberg
†Ms Margaret Spangler
Rev Renee & Rev Jonathan 
   Splichal Larson
Rev & Mrs Gerald Staehling
Rev Erwin A & Ms Marie Streng
Mr Marcus & Mrs Marsha Streng
Rev DeWayne & Ms Kathy Teig
Ms Patricia & Dr Craig Tillman
Rev Fayonne Tooman
Rev Larry & Mrs Lois Trachte
Rev Dr April Ulring Larson & Rev  
   Judd Larson
Rev Stephen & Mrs Kaye VanGilder
Dr Robert & Mrs Sally Vogel
Ms Lucy J Wall

Mr Marlan & Ms Susan Watson
Rev Jack & Mrs Val Way
Mr Darrell & Ms Barb Weltzin
Mr Keith & Ms Penny Whaples
Bishop Shelley R Wickstrom
Mr Jay A Wiesner
Rev Robert & Ms Laurie Wilkinson
Mr Andy & Ms Julie Willenborg
Rev Carl & Ms Cheryl Witt
Rev Janet Peele Wold & Mr Alan  
   R Wold
Rev Kathleen Wold
Rev Betty Wyatt
Dr Man-Hei Yip & Mr Ryan Lun

$500 - $999
Mr Michaelo Abasori
Rev Elizabeth Flygstad Albertson

Rev Gary D Anderson
Ms Marcia Anderson
Rev Terrie Rae & Mr Chris Anderson
Rev Carole Andres
Rev Kerry & Ms Karen Aucker
Rev Lawrence Bade
Rev Victor A & Mrs Marian 
   Baderschneider
Mr Ray E & Ms Martha Bailey
Rev Norman & Ms Carol Bauer
Rev C Richard Becker
Rev Karen M R & Mr David H R  
   Behling
Rev Ernst T & Mrs Carolyn L  
   Bentsen
Rev Eric A & Ms Carolyn 
   Biedermann
Mr Dale & Ms Mary Bjerning
Mr Thomas & Mrs Linda Boll

“I am an openly queer woman. I am transgender. I wondered if this path 
toward faith leadership was a path on which I would find acceptance—and 
then, Prolog Week! I never dreamed of the welcome, the love, and the joy I 
would experience from professors and staff and from other students, with 
other students. I am home.”“
VICA STEEL, MASTER OF DIVINITY STUDENT
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Rev Tracey Breashears Schultz &  
   Mr Chris Schultz
Rev Gail Brodersen-Heins
Rev Dr James & Mrs Karen Carr
Ms Paulette & Mr Hugh Clements
Rev Deborah Cote
Rev Tammy & Mr Chris Craker
Mr Harold & Mrs Wendy Crater
Rev Daryl D & Ms Gwen M Daugs
Ms Donna DeBower
Rev Christopher & Rev Allison  
   deForest
Rev Tom M & Ms Becky Dettmer
Rev Darin Easler & Rev Bradley  
   Schmeling
Ms Susan & Dr Roger Ebertz
Rev Christine & Mr Gary Engstrom
Rev Duane R Everson
Rev JoAnn & Mr John Fabie
Dr Evon O Flesberg & Mr 
   Norman M Nelson
Ms Janet Follstaedt
Rev David L & Ms Lynda Franks
Rev Mary & Rev John Froiland
Rev Kenneth W & Ms Barbara  
   Gamb
Ms Mary E Gammelin
Rev Dr Amsalu Geleta & Ms Ife 
   Choma
Ms Mary Ellyn Gibbs
Rev Jerome G & Mrs Jane Godson
Rev Albert C & Ms Carolyn 
   Goldammer
Mr David & Ms Jayne Goos
Rev Michael John Grabenstein
Rev Erik Grayvold & Ms Angela  
   Moore
Rev Laura & Mr Tim Hall
Rev Roy & Ms Margaret Hammerling
Rev John M & Ms Barbara Hanisch

Rev Robert M & Ms Carla 
   Hannemann
Mr Chris & Ms Beth Hansen
Rev Gary L Hansen
Rev Eric Hanson & Rev Carina Schiltz
Rev George L & Ms Janet Hanusa
Mr Stephen & Ms Virginia Haterius
Rev Karen Hofstad
Rev Michael & Ms Sharon Holmes
Rev Alice M Horton
Rev William Dean & Ms Melzee  
   Jacobson
Ms Charlotte Jenson
Mr Craig & Ms Chris Johnson
Rev James M & Ms Claudia  
   Johnson
Dr Rene & Rev Phil Johnson
Mr Bruce & Mrs Gwen Jones
Rev Paul & Ms Nancy Judson
Dr Ralph Jung
Rev Jay & Ms Kris Kamrath
Rev Randall & Ms Donna Kasch
Rev Karl O & Ms Carol Kessler
Mr Michael & Ms Marilyn Knilans
Rev Barbara Kopperud & Mr  
   James Borden
Rev Amanda Kossow
Rev Galen E & Rev Helen Beth  
   Kuhens
Mr Dale Landgren
Rev Carroll D & Ms Judy Lang
Mr Philip & Ms Florence Larsen
Rev David N & Ms Judy Larson
Rev Donald R & Ms Ruth Legacie
Rev Richard L & Ms Avona  
   Lehmann
Rev Donald Wayne Lemke
Rev Janet & Mr Dan Lepp
Rev Joel & Ms Margaret Ley
Mr Kevin & Ms Mini Locke

Rev Robin Luckey & Mr Michael Kates
Rev Karen A Lundwall
Rev Christina & Mr Russell Martin
Ms Katie & Mr Ted Maxwell
Ms Stephanie McCarthy & Rev  
   Seth Novak
Mr Bill Meeder
Ms Cynthia Miller
Rev Lloyd L & Ms Janet Miller
Rev Dr Lyle & Ms Sonja Miller
Ms Rosalyn Mommsen
Mr Norbert Mueller
Rev George L & Ms Dona Murphy
Rev Ronald D & Rev Andrea Myers
Mr Chris Narum
Rev Ethyl Mae Nelson
Rev Jon & Ms Christina Nelson
Rev Roy & Ms Jean Nelson
Rev Stephen L & Rev Alicia Nierman
Ms Lila Nietfeld
Rev Mark & Ms Nancy Oehlert
Mr David & Ms Larayne Olson
Rev David Ethan Olson & Mr Rick  
   Torres
Rev Andrew & Ms Caroly Oppedahl
Mr Nathan Oppedahl
Rev Barbara Otten
Rev Lisa Parker & Mr Rod Hanze
Rev Anna Peck
Rev Carl W & Ms Marlene Peters
Mr James J & Ms Kathy Phelan
Rev Rachael Puttbrese
Rev Nancy M & Dr William A Raabe
Mr James & Ms Gail Raffel
Rev Barbara Rapp
Rev Otto J & Ms LaVerne Reitz
Rev Karen Ressel
Mr W Chris & Mrs Erma Richter
Rev Fred & Ms Kris Rilling
Rev Erik & Ms Rachel Rundquist

Rev Kermit & Ms Doris Rye
Mr Charles E & Mrs Kathy Safris
Rev Richard P & Ms Ann Sansgaard
Rev Roland & Mrs Barbara Schaedig
Rev Dr Edwin Schick
Rev Reuben G & Ms Marilyn Schnaidt
Mr David & Ms Betty Schroeder
Mrs Joan Schroeder
Mr William G & Ms Karen Schroeder
Rev †Joel A & Mrs Mary Sherer
Rev Richard W & Ms Jean Smith
Mr Arlyn A & Mrs Joanne Solberg
Ms Marta Spangler
Rev Lawrence & Charmaine Stappler
Mr Robert & Ms Barb Stark
Mr James Stolte
Mr William & Ms Janet Striepe
Rev Nord Swanstrom & Mr Harry  
   Wicherson
Rev & Mrs Stephen Talmage
Mr Edward Taylor
Mr Lowell & Ms Elaine Tesky
Ms Laura Thalacker & Mr Kyle Iboshi
Rev Neil R & Mrs Edith Thompson
Rev Luther & Ms Paula Thoresen
Mr Richard & Ms Jane Trapp
Rev Erika & Mr Russ Uthe
Rev Howard D & Mrs Marcia Vrankin
Rev Amy E & Mr Paul Waelchli
Rev Mark & Ms Brenda Wagner
Mr R H & Mrs Donna Wahlert
Mr Walter Waltke
Ms Vivian Walz
Rev Melissa & Rev Paul Waterman
Mr Duane & Ms Jan Wenndt
Rev Norman G & Mrs Myrna Wente
Rev Mary Wiggins
Rev Dr Gary A & Mrs Karen Wilkerson
Rev Eugene P & Mrs Sharon  
   Winterfeld

INDIVIDUAL DONOR SUPPORT, CONT’D
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Rev John A & Mrs Dee Wollenzien
Rev William & Mrs Karen Wrieden Jr
Mrs Marlene Zenker

Under $500
Mr Thomas & Ms Kristina Aberle
Rev Jason & Ms Ivy Adams
Rev John & Mrs Mary Adix
Mr Donald & Ms Florence Rose  
   Ahrens
Rev Keith & Mrs Beatrice Ainsley
Mr Juan Alanis
Ms Shirley Ann Albers
Ms Deborah Aldrich
Ms Sondra Alexander
Rev Dennis Andersen
Ms Myrna Andersen
Rev Victor & Ms Patty Andersen
Mrs Bernita Anderson
Rev Denise & Dr Kevin Anderson
Mr C W Antholz
Mr Jeffery P Aper
Mr Michael Arbagi
Rev Beverly Jo Arnold
Rev Rita Augsburger
Rev John & Ms Kathryn Autio
Rev Clarence H & Ms Donna  
   Baalson
Rev Paul & Ms Marlene Baehmann
Rev Myrwood A Bagne
Rev Suellen & Mr Bill Bahleda
Mrs Dorothy Bahlmann
Mr & Mrs Ray Bahr
Rev Randall V & Ms Bonnie K  
   Baldwin
Mr Louis & Ms Pat Banitt
Rev Tammy & Mr Randy Barthels
Ms Mary Ann Barton
Rev Leon & Mrs Janet Bauer
Rev Bruce G & Ms Pamela Baum
Ms Jackie Baumhover
Ms Lynne Baumhover
Rev John H & Rev Joan L Beck
Rev Larry & Ms Jodie Beck
Dr Norman Beck
Rev Mark E & Mrs Judy Becker
Rev Robert & Ms Dorothy 
   Beckstrand
Rev La Verne C & Mrs Beverly A  
   Beener
Ms Miji Bell
Mr Jerry Beltz
Rev Paul Bengtson
Mrs Paula & Mr Paul Benner
Rev Dr & Mrs Donald K Bentz
Rev Myrin D & Mrs Audrey Bentz
Mr Kevin & Ms Candice Benz
Rev Sandy Berg-Holte & Mr Jim  
   Holte
Mr Oliver & Rev Erika Bergh
Rev Elwin Bergstraesser & Rev  
   Evelyn Phillips
Ms June & Mr Tim Berntgen
Rev Andy & Ms Rachel Berry
Mrs Judith Berry
Rev Dr Kenneth & Rev Nancy Bickel
Rev Eric W & Mrs Nancy 
   Biedermann
Rev Sheryl Biegert & Mr David  
   Boothby
Mr Donald & Ms Jan Biermann

Rev Marcus & Ms Kristen Bigott
Rev Paul G & Mrs Karen A Birkedal
Ms Carol & Mr Donald Blegen
Mr Alan Blekeberg
Rev Richard & Ms Sandy Block
Rev Dr Karen L Bloomquist
Rev Kathy J Boadwine
Mr Kevin & Mrs Deborah Boatright
Rev & Mrs Albert A Bodaski
Mrs Gwen Boeke
Rev Maria & Mr Brent Bonine
Mrs Fran Borchardt
Mrs Marilyn Boschee
Rev Lonnie L & Ms Doris Branch
Rev Douglas & Ms Mary Brandt
Mr Mel & Ms Candi Brekhus
Rev Susan R Briehl & Rev Martin  
   Wells
Rev Wade & Ms Christy Brinkopf
Ms Tracy L Brockmeier
Ms Lillian Brondyke
Rev Craig & Ms Katie Brown
Rev & Ms James W Brun
Rev Louis F & Mrs Carrie Brunner
Mr Larry Brusse
Dr Durwood & Mrs Dona Buchheim
Rev Richard & Mrs Sherry 
   Buchsteiner
Ms Elsie Buck
Ms Carol Bufton
Rev Roger L & Ms Gale Buhr
Rev Paul F & Ms Karen Bulgerin
Rev Brian & Rev Susan Burchfield
Mr Werner R & Ms Jacklyn L Burkat
Rev Kathleen Burkheimer & Mr  
   Gary B Puckett
Mr Don & Ms Yan Burt
Mr Don Burzliff
Rev Harry C Carlson
Ms Lillian Carlson
Rev Michael D & Ms Tammy  
   Carlson
Rev Jeanell Carlson-Bjorkman
Mr Delbert & Ms Kay Carpenter
Rev Marlow Carrels & Ms Nicole  
   Pontier-Carrels
Ms Pamela & Mr Duane Carter
Ms Beth Nelson Chase & Mr John  
   Chase
Mr Richard & Ms DeAnn Cheney
Ms Lorna Christeleit
Mr Keith Christensen & Mrs  
   Dawn Deines-Christensen
Rev M L (Bud) Christenson
Rev David Christianson
Dr Myrvin Christopherson
Rev Karen Church & Mr George  
   J Rohrer
Mr Randy Churchill
Rev Pamela & Mr Salvatore Ciulla
Ms Judy Clark
Rev Durwood & Ms Kathy Clauson
Mrs Jane Claussen
Rev Jack & Rev Dawn Coffey
Rev David Coffin
Rev R Richard Collier
Mr Timothy J Conlon
Mr Larry & Ms Deanna Cording
†Mrs Wanda Cornelius
Mr Charles & Ms Barbara Corr
Rev Rob & Ms Christine Corum

Barbara L. Cox
Ms Ruth & Mr Robert Cudney
Ms Janet & Mr John Cunningham
Rev Cathy & Mr Thomas Daharsh
Mr Lester Dahlberg
Ms Audrey & Mr John Dahle
Rev Robert C & Ms Susan Dahm
Ms Rebecca Dalluge
Ms Mari Danielson
Ms Suzanne & Mr Gary DeBoom
Mr & Mrs Ralston H Deffenbaugh Jr
Ms Doris & Mr Allen DeForest
Ms Carole Dejardin
Rev Danielle & Mr Michael DeNise
Rev Wayne L & Mrs Melody Derber
Mr Paul & Mrs Margaret Dettmann
Mr Joseph & Ms Melanie Dibernardo
Rev J Timothy & Ms Marilyn Diemer
Rev Joel Diemer
Mr Stephen & Ms Terri Diemer
Dr Herman & Mrs Dorothy Diers
Rev Jo & Mr Carl Dietz
Rev Debra J Dinda
Mr Zeke Dizon
Ms Sue & Mr Bill Dodd
Rev Thomas H & Mrs Gay Dodd
Rev Nathan P & Mrs Naomi Doerr
Ms Eleanor E Dooley
Rev Mytch Dorvilier
Ms Elaine Dove
Rev Donald & Rev Gloria Keiser  
   Dovre
Rev Thomas Dowling & Rev Kalen  
   Barkholtz
Rev Gwen & Mr Rodney Downing Sr
Rev Robert Drewes
Ms Sherry Driscoll
Rev James & Mrs Gisele Duehring
Mr James & Ms Joanne Dumler
Rev Deryck Durston & Ms Jill Ulrici
Rev Dinah & Dr Apurba Dutta
Rev H Wade & Ms Holly N Dutton
Ms Evelyn Dymkowski
Rev Linda & Mr Mike Easterling
Rev Stanley J Eckermann
Dr Thom & Ms Sally Edgar
Rev David & Ms Sarah Efflandt
Ms Phyllis Eggers
Rev Scott & Ms Stefanie Ehle
Mrs Dorothy Ehlert
Rev Frank & Mrs Margaret Ehling
Rev Robert & Ms Kay Eichele
Rev Joy Eisenhauer
Rev Eric & Ms Peg Elkin
Rev Howard N & Mrs Nanette Ellis
Mr James B & Ms Marci Ellison
Rev Joseph & Ms Joyce Ellwanger
Mr Henry & Mrs Carol Elwood
Rev Marcus G & Mrs Joanne  
   Engelhardt
Rev Gary J & Mrs Patricia Erickson
Ms Kathryn A & Mr Francis D  
   Erickson
Rev Matthew L & Mrs Karen Ernst
Rev Gloria Ann Espeseth & Mr  
   Roger Nies
Rev Carl R & Mrs Elsie Evenson
Mr Ralph & Ms Sandy Falkenberg
Ms Karen Inger Fedde
Rev Glenda Ferguson
Mr Donald Fetting

Rev Joaquin & Mrs Elba Figueroa
Mr Robert Fischer
Dr Marilyn Flachman
Rev Paul Fohs & Rev Margo  
   Pettersen Fohs
Ms Judith Fortmann
Rev Richard & Ms Nancy Foss
Mr Chris Fowler
Ms Corissa Frederick
Mr Arnold Fredriksen
Rev Ronald J Freimark
Rev David & Ms Dawn Frerichs
Rev John E & Ms Ruth Friedli
Mr Terry & Ms Paula Friedman
Ms Lois Friedrich-Flugge
Mr John & Mrs Lynn Fritschel
Mr Larry & Ms Karen Fritschel
Rev Larry F & Ms Roseann 
   Froemming
Mrs Janyce Froeschle
Mr Franklin & Ms Eulyn Frostestad
Dr Kathryn Fuger & Rev Dr James  
   Brandt
Ms Sally Fuller
Rev Nelson W Gaetz
Mr Mark & Ms Grete Gamb
Mr Charles & Ms Patricia Gardner
Rev Gregory H & Dr Carol Gaskamp
Rev Daniel & Ms Molly Gerrietts
Rev Darrel W & Mrs Jeanette  
   Gerrietts
Rev James H & Ms Karen Gerth
Ms Dianne Seelman Gibson & Mr  
   Keith Gibson
Ms Susan K & Dr Noel Giesecke
Rev Don & Ms Betty Glanzer
Rev Rebecca Goche & Ms Cheryl  
   Goom
Ms Sarah & Mr Robert Gohlke
Mr Tony & Ms Julie Goodman
Rev Myron & Mrs Florence Grams
Ms Peggy Granovsky
Rev Dr Delbert Grauerholz
Dr Stanley & Ms Mavis Graven
Mr Jack Gregersen
Ms Ruth Ann Griggs
Ms Mary Lynn & Mr Gary A  
   Groezinger
Rev James R & Ms Marsha  
   Gronewold
Ms Susan & Mr Paul Grover
Ms E Jean Guenther
Rev Albert J & Ms Sharon Guetzlaff
Ms Kim & Mr Dave Guinn
Mrs Shirley Gutknecht
Mr Josh & Ms Lindsay Guyer
Rev David & Rev Lorna Halaas
Mr Kevin & Ms Christine Hall
Mr Warren & Ms Cheryl Hall
Rev Richard L & Ms Diane Halom
Mrs Anne Hanselmann
Mr & Mrs George Hansen
Ms Karen Hansen
Mr Arvin & Mrs Corrine Hanson
Ms Kim Hanson
Dr Roger Hanson
Rev Ralph & Ms Doris Hanusa
Ms Julie Black Harder & Mr Tim  
   Harder
Ms Barbara Hardy
Ms Mindy Harkins
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Ms Judith & Mr Thomas Harkner
Mr David & Mrs Cindy Harms
Mr Mark & Ms Marlene Haugsby
Rev Janice & Mr Dennis Hawley
Ms Joan & Mr Michael Hazell
Rev Rick Hazen
Ms Carolyn Heathman
Rev Chad Hebrink
Rev Raymond & Ms Lynette  
   Heidenson
Rev Judy Heinrich
Mr William & Ms Laura Hemmes
Rev Dick L & Ms Sue Hendrickson
Rev Frederick W & Ms Raylene  
   Henkelmann
Mr Jua Jay Her & Ms Tee Yang
Mr Gary Herbig
Rev Steve & Ms Julie Herder
Ms Barbara Herold & Mr Scott Evans
Rev Ronnie Hildahl
Rev James B & Ms Heidi Hilleson
Rev Elisabeth & Mr Jacob 
   Himmelman
Rev Karin Himstedt
Rev Roger & Ms Freda Hoffman
Mr Jay & Ms Kim Hohensee
Ms Elaine Horner
Rev John E Hosmann
Mr Joseph & Ms Kathy Houzner
Mr Jon & Ms Ruth Hoyme
Ms Christina Hughes
Mr Gerald Hulslander
Rev Dr Delvin D & Ms Trudy Hutton
Mr Richard & Mrs Sandra Hyman
Rev Jay Ilten
Ms Helen Imbrock
Rev Franklin & Ms Emily Ishida
Mr Alfred & Ms Christabel Jacobs
Rev Jeff D Jacobs
Mrs Twila Jacobson
Rev Cyril A & Ms Audrey Jandrey
Mr Glenn Jensen
Rev Kevin Jensen & Rev Carla Nelson
Rev Milton Jensen
Mr Richard Jensen
Dr Paul T & Ms Marilyn Jersild
Mr Darrell & Ms Candice Jobman
Ms Alice & Mr Robert Johnson
Rev Charles & Rev Renee Johnson
Ms Connie Johnson
Mr Curtis & Mrs Sheila Johnson
Mr Darold & Mrs Ardella Johnson
Dr Donald D & Ms Mary Johnson
Mr Douglas A & Ms Kathryn E 
   Johnson
Rev Graham Johnson
Mr Kenneth & Ms Margaret Johnson
Ms Lisa Johnson
Ms Nancy Johnson
Rev Dr Patricia E Johnson
Ms Roxanna Johnson
Ms Lora Lee Johnson-Berke &  
   Rev Steven Berke
Rev Rolfe & Ms Margaret Johnstad
Ms Betty Johnston
Rev Timothy & Ms Sara Johnston
Rev & Mrs Thomas C Jones
Mr Donald & Ms Truly Judisch
Mr & Mrs Richard Juel
Mr Mark Juhl
Rev Bryant & Ms Lindy Kaden

Mr Ronald & Ms Georgianne  
   Kaiser
Mrs Edna Kamper
Rev Roger G & Ms Joyce Kampstra
Rev Duane & Ms Grace Kamrath
Mr Dale Karsjens
Rev David J & Ms Susan Keller
Mr John & Ms Barbara Keller
Rev Robert M & Ms Betty Keller
Rev Paul Kelly & Rev Sandy  
   Schlesselman
Rev Timothy & Ms Vicki Kenyon
Rev Kathryn & Mr Dave Kieckhafer
Mr Walter & Ms Joann Kilgus
Mr James King
Ms Joyce King
Ms Sandy Klepzig
Rev Gary L & Ms Sharon Kleypas
Rev Albert A & Ms Judy Kline
Rev Richard L & Ms Kathleen Kling
Mr Fredrick & Ms Mycah Klinker
Rev Jean & Dr James Kloss
Mr Roger & Ms Kathleen Klosterman
Rev †F Delmar & Ms Deanna Klover
Ms Donna & Mr Donald Kniffen
Mr Charles A Knorr
Mrs Marilyn Koehler
Ms Roberta Koehler
Ms Betty J & Mr Virgil A Koester
Ms Kayleigh Koester
Rev Roger W Koester
Mrs Pat Kolpin
Ms Eileen Kopren
Rev Conrad O & Ms Verna Krahling
Rev Scott Kramer & Dr Minjing Wu
Rev Ralph G & Ms Gayle Kuespert
Ms Deanna Kueter
Mr Paul & Ms Karen Kuhlmann
Mr Stephen C & Ms Deborah E  
   Lamb
Rev Dr & Mrs Frederick P Lampe
Mr Michael J & Ms Remi Langum
Rev Philip & Ms Darcey Larsen
Mr Dennis Larson
Mr Richard & Ms Irma Larson
Mr Rod C & Ms Nancy Larson
Mr Norlan Lee
Rev Russ & Ms Susan Leeper
Mr David & Ms Joan Leer
Ms Ann Marie Legreid
Ms Judie Lehman
Rev Donald D & Ms Sharon  
   Lehmann
Mr Scott & Ms Molly Leisinger
Rev James Leistikow & Rev Jan  
   Nesse
Mr Thomas Lemm
Rev Dr Gary Leopard
Rev Barry J & Ms Bobbie Levine
Chaplain Martin F & Ms Sherry  
   Lieber
Mr R Daniel & Ms Suzanne M  
   Lienau
Rev J Elizabeth Liggett & Mr 
   Derek W Grimmell
Ms Denise Ann Lindemann
Mr Martin & Ms Susan 
   Lindemulder
Mr & Mrs Bill Link
Rev Natanael Lizarazo & Rev  
   Barbara Wangsness

Ms Sharon Loe
Mr Richard & Ms Joyce Lohr
Ms Candace Lompe
Ms Doris Lompe
Ms Maxine Losen
Rev Lee H & Ms Margaret Luebke
Rev David & Ms Stephanie Lund
Rev Dr Robert D & Ms JoAnn Lynne
Deacon Nichole Lyons
Rev Jeffry J Macejkovic
Rev Ronald E & Ms Carol Mach
Ms Macel Magnussen
Dr Paul Mahlberg
Mr Bill & Ms Wilma Mai
Mrs Stephanie & Mr Justin Malin
Mr Zach Manzella
Mr Richard D & Ms Tamara Mark
Mr John E Marker
Ms Mary Markwardt
Rev Ralph H & Ms Dorothy  
   Marquardt
Ms Diann Marten
Mr Michael Martin
Rev Michael W & Ms Kathleen  
   Massa
Rev Connie Matye
†Rev Jane McChesney
Rev & Mrs Robert F McCoy
Ms Rhonda McDowell
Rev Thomas & Ms Jackie 
   McFarland
Mr Martin & Ms Nancy McNamer
Mr Archie & Ms Heidi McNeil
Ms Betty C Medema
Mrs Ardie Meeker
Rev Carla Meier & Rev H Gaylon  
   Barker
Rev Russ Melby
Mr Bradley & Ms Susan Meng
Mr James & Mrs Doris Menke
Ms Sherrill Mesecher
Ms Mary & Mr Scott Meumann
Rev Steven A & Ms Diane Meyer
Ms Eleanor Meyer
Rev Steve Meysing
Rev Brian & Ms Karen 
   Middleswarth
Rev Marilyn Miller
Mr & Mrs Marvin Miller
Mr Nathan & Ms Sarah Miller
Rev Paul & Ms Marie Miller
Rev Dr Melvin A & Ms Linda Miritz
Rev Benjamin F & Mrs Gwen Mirtz
Ms Karen & Mr Aneil Mishra
Rev Mitzi & Mr Bud Miyamoto
Rev Martin D & Ms Patty Mock
Rev †Richard A Moe & Ms Barbara  
   A Paff
Rev Ralph Philip & Ms Marcia  
   Moeller
Ms Sheryl & Mr James Moeller
Mr Arthur Moellering
Rev Sarah Moening & Dr Rodney       
   Haug
Rev Willis & Ms Shirley Moerer
Mr James & Ms Connie Mohn
Mr Lew & Ms Amy Moir Jr
Dr Jon & Ms Sandra Moline
Rev Eugene A & Ms Gladys Moll
Rev Kathy Montira
Mr Mark Morris

Mr Ron & Ms Barbara Morris
Rev Ted & Ms Kim Mosher
Dr Darryl & Ms Terry Mozena
Dr C E & Mrs Patricia Mueller
Ms Nyla E Musser
Rev Martha L & Gerald M Myers
Mr Vernon Naffier
Rev Stacey J & Mr Doug  
   Nalean-Carlson
Bishop Mark & Ms Jan Narum
Rev Michael & Rev Katherine Neel
Rev Albert G & Ms Nancy Nelson
Rev David Joshua & Ms Beth Nelson
Rev Dr Derek Nelson
Mr Donovan & Ms Kerri Nelson
Mr Doug Nelson
Rev Dr Gary Bryan Nelson
Rev Dr  Harvey L & Ms Marie K  
   Nelson
Ms Karen & Mr James Nelson
Rev Larry D & Ms Barb Nelson
Mr Richard & Ms Charlotte Nelson
Dr Ronald G & Ms Margaret Nelson
Mr Wes Nelson
Rev William J Nelson
Ms Dana Neumann & Mr Roger    
   Kriebs
Rev Dr Jeffrey & Ms Veronica Nicla
Rev Ashley Nicolls
Ms Violet Niedermayr
Ms Madeleine Niemuth
Rev Lynn & Ms Jane Noel
Ms Betty Norbeck
Rev Emily & John Norris
Rev Alvaro Nova Ochoa
Mr Andrew Nuffer & Dr Brianna Clark
Mr William & Ms Nichi Nybeck
Ms Karla Nyren
Mr Pat & Ms Darlene O'Neill
Mr Matthew O'Rear
Mr Bernard & Ms Glenda Ofstehage
Rev Bob Ohnstad
Mr Tom & Ms Dixie Olmstead
Rev Wayne R Olsen
Rev Beth Olson & Rev Bob  
   Gremmels
Rev C Stephen Olson
Ms Ella & Rev Gary Olson
Rev Erik & Ms Jessica Olson
Mr Paul S Olson
Rev Todd D & Ms Deanna Olson
Ms Dolores Onnen
Ms Diane Opperman
Ms Melani Orendorff
Rev John W & Ms Nancy Orwig
Mrs Gladys Osterloh
Rev Jack A & Ms Kathy Ottoson
Rev Richard W & Ms Barbara    
   Owens
Rev J Elliott & Ms Kathryn Pancoast
Rev Gary & Rev Bev 
   Rautenberg-Panko
Ms Kay Pannkuk
Mr Ronald L & Ms Ruth E Panton
Mr Alan & Ms Pat Pearson
Rev Michael & Ms Lisa Peck
Rev Reed & Ms Megan Pedersen
Mrs Sarswatee & Mr Ashton  
   Ragoonandan B Persaud
Mr Marvin & Mrs Diane Peters
Rev William J & Ms Anita Peters

INDIVIDUAL DONOR SUPPORT, CONT’D
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Ms Carol Petersen
Ms Carolyn Petersen
Rev Beth Hauser Peterson
Rev Chad & Ms Emily Peterson
Rev Harold & Ms Dolores Peterson
Rev Harold J Peterson
Rev Philip & Ms Nancy Peterson
Rev Stephen R & Ms Enid Peterson
Ms Dee Ann Pettyjohn
Rev Wayne & Ms Irene Pfannkuch
Rev Paul D & Ms Karen Pfeffer
Rev Dean R & Ms Bobbi Phillips
Mr Owen Picton
Rev Jim & Rev Juel Pierce
Rev Roberta & Mr Chancy Pierce
Mr Paul Pietsch
Rev Keith & Ms Linda Piller
Rev Larry Pinnow & Ms Mary  
   Markwardt
Mr Donald Pliester
Rev Kenneth Pohlmann
Ms Ruth Ann Poppen
Rev Scott & Ms Katie Postlewait
Mr Daniel Potaznick
Mr Thomas & Ms Ellen Potterton
Rev Dennis L & Ms Leila Preston
Rev Jerold L & Mrs Margaret Preston
Ms Mary Preston
Rev Dr Mark W & Mrs Lesley Pries
Mr Matt & Ms Heidi Pries

Ms Jennifer Prinz & Rev Dr Arthur  
   Bergren
Rev Charles & Mrs Helen Probst
Ms Anna Prockish
Mr Brendan & Mrs Jeanne Quann
Ms Lindsey Queener & Mr 
   Timothy Snyder
Rev Dr Charlene Rachuy Cox
Rev Dr Robert & Mrs Darlene  
   Rademacher
Ms Linette & Mr Kampta Ramjattan
Ms Christine Rank
Mr Martin & Mrs Roxanne Rathje
Mr Glenn & Ms Sharon Rauh
Sr Ruth Ellen Rebelein
Dr Jack F & Mrs Shirley Reents
Rev Larry D & Ms Ellen Rehlander
Rev Lin & Mr Walter Reichstadter Jr
Rev Armin H & Mrs Miriam Reitz
Mr Richard & Ms Shirley Retz
Mrs LaVerne Retzlaff
Rev Thomas W & Mrs Virginia Reuss
Rev Aaron & Ms Sarah Richter
Ms Jean & Mr Gary Rieniets
Ms Rachel Riensche
Rev J Douglas & Ms Randi Jo Rokke
Rev Dr George & Ms Betty Roleder
Ms Barbara Roling
Rev Dr Marvin L & Mrs Shirley  
   Roloff

Mr Philipp & Ms Gerhilde Rometsch
Rev Derek & Ms Rebecca Rosenstiel
Mrs Lucille Rossbach
Rev Dr Richard W Rouse & Ms 
   Beth Lewis
Rev Kathryn & Mr Robert Roys
Mr Thomas Rudolf
Rev William Runaas Jr & Mrs Jane  
   Runaas
Mr Phil & Mrs Judy Ruppel
Rev John Rutsindintwarane & Ms  
   Robin Strickler
Sister Mary Ryan
Ms Susan & Mr David Ryder
Rev Darrel Saathoff
Mr Paul & Peggy Sannerud
Rev Paul H & Mrs Eileen Schaedig
Rev Paul Schairer
Rev James A & Mrs Joni Schalkhauser
Rev Kenneth & Ms Peggy Schaub
Rev Linda & Mr Gary Schauer
Mr Jack & Ms Marietta Schemmel
Ms Mary Lou Schipper
Rev Edward C & Mrs Carol  
   Schlachtenhaufen
Dr Harold D Schlachtenhaufen
Rev Jerleen Schlesser
Rev Merlin & Ms Jill Schlichting
Mr Donald Schmidt
Ms Ida Schmitt

Mr Jeffrey & Ms Kathleen Schmitz
Mr Harlan & Ms Lois Schmuhl
Dr Edward D Schneider
Mr Walter & Ms Jean Schneider
Mr Warren & Mrs Karen Scholten
Rev Carl H & Mrs Dianne Schoss
Rev Steve & Mrs Kathleen Schou
Rev Sylvester M & Mrs Darleen  
   Schreitmueller
Ms Judy & Mr Arthur Schroeder
Rev Michelle & Mr Guy Schultz
Rev & Mrs Thomas W Schwartz
Rev Dr James & Mrs Beverly Schwarz
Mr Herman & Ms Cheryll Sealey
Mr Howard & Mrs Betty Seigfreid
Rev Sonja Selboe
Ms Kathleen Selle
Rev Dan & Mrs Judy Selmann
Mr Matthew & Ms Shawn Shapton
Rev Arhiana Shek Dill & Mr Nathan Dill
Rev Peter L Sherven
Mrs Marian Shrader
Rev Kathleen Shuck & Mr James  
   Kluding
Rev Nancy & Dr Gregg Simpson
Rev Dan Sire
Ms Marcia Sivesind
Rev Terri Jo Skildum
Mr Corey Skogrand
Mr Todd Skovly

When I first considered attending seminary, I imagined a joyful, Christ-
filled, worship-centered community where I could feel right at home 
and grow as a minister of Christ while forming life-long friendships. 
Upon arriving at Wartburg, in very little time, I realized I had found 
that place of which I dreamed.“
MARK GLAZENER, MASTER OF DIVINITY STUDENT
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Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson
Dr Cynthia Smith
Rev John R & Ms Nola Smith
Rev Kennith Smith & Ms Judy Nolde
Mr Peter & Ms Michelle Smith
Mr Douglas Snodgrass
Rev Nancy & Rev Neal Solomonson
Rev John David & Mrs Mona Sorenson
Rev John R Spangler
Dr Kris & Mr Alan Stache
Rev Dirk & Ms Sarah Stadtlander
Dr Robert E Stake
Ms Lois Stangeland
Rev Matt Steinhauer III
Rev John & Mrs Sandy Stiles
Mrs Linda Stindt
Mr Scott & Mrs Wendy Stivers
Rev Virtus W & Mrs Valerie Stoffregen
Ms Harriet J Stork
Rev Delvin & Ms Anita Strecker
Mr Raymond E Stroh
Rev Barbara Stroud-Borth
Rev Norman W & Mrs Andrea Stubbendick
Rev Wayne & Rev Carol Stumme
Rev Harlan & Mrs Barb Stutheit
Mrs Sandra Sucher
Ms Avalene Swanson
Rev Erick & Ms Kristi Swanson
Rev Randall A & Ms Sandra Swanson
Ms Lisa & Mr Randy Tangen
Rev Larry & Ms Janet Tantow
Rev Ken & Ms Mandi Taylor
Rev Wayne Tellekson
Rev Gary W Teske
Rev William & Mrs Marilyn Thalacker
Mr & Mrs Edward Thiele
Rev Kenneth D & Ms Cynthia Thiele
Mr Kent Thieman
Rev David & Ms Mary Thoresen

Rev David & Ms Kathlyn Thoreson
Ms Joyce Thurn
Rev Kenneth D & Ms Marlys Thurow
Rev Ray & Mrs Deborah Sue Tiemann
Mr Delmar & Ms Alice Ann Timm
Rev Eugene & Ms Dolores Tjarks
Ms Barbara & Mr Glenn Tobiason
Mrs Mildred & Mr Adalbert Toepel Jr
Rev Keith A & Ms Virginia Tomlinson
Rev Steven M & Mrs Susan Trandem
Ms Donna & Mr John Tucker
Rev David & Ms Lori Turner
Rev Lisa A Ubbelohde
Dr Christy N Ulleland
Mr Steven & Mrs Carol Unger
Mrs Wanda Unruh
Mr Salvador Urrate
Ms Chris Van Buren
Rev Loren J & Mrs Lorraine Van Oort
Rev Harold & Ms Deborah Vanicek Jr
Mr Jerry Varner
Mr Ken & Ms Bonnie Veach
Dr Robert & Ms Karen Veninga
Ms Linda & Mr Richard Virden
Ms Geraldine Wachholz
Rev Shannon & Mr Bryson Wachter
Ms Gloria & Mr Thomas Wagener
Rev James L & Mrs Diane Wagner
Rev William F & Mrs Leone Wagner
Mrs Mirney Wagner
Rev Ann Walsvik
Ms Ruth Warmanen
Mr Henry & Ms Barbara Wauer
Mr H T & Ms Janice Wiedenman
Rev Thomas & Ms Mary Wehrman
Rev Connie Weiss
Ms Marie Weltzin
Rev Dr William A & Mrs Marilyn Wendt
Mr Jeffrey Werner

Rev & Mrs Glen Wheeler
Dr James White
Rev Neil White
Rev Timothy & Mrs Lorene Wiggins
Rev Charles A & Mrs Ute Wilfong
Rev John C & Ms Phyllis Wilker
Dr Louise Williams
Dr James E & Ms Gracia C Willis
Ms Mary Heidtke
Ms Robyn Winegardner
Rev Linda L & Mr Steve Winkelman
Rev Paul & Mrs Dorothy Wittenberg
Rev Kristin Neitzel Woelk & Mr Steven Woelk
Rev Charles & Rev Beverly Wolff
Ms Elaine Woodrum
Ms Shirley Wuchter
Rev & Mrs Arnold Wuertz
Mrs Joan Wuest
Rev Dr Katharine & Rev Dr Ronald Yarnell
Mr Neill Yeager
Mr Ronald & Ms Joy Young
Mr Bobby A & Mrs Linda Zacharias
Rev Edward & Mrs Dianne Zaiser
Mr John Zauche
Rev David & Mrs Kristine Zellmer
Dr Warren & Mrs Barbara Zemke
Rev Dale A & Mrs Beckie Ziemer
Rev Mark & Mrs Claudia Ziemer
Ms Charlene Zimmerman
Rev Erik E & Mrs Phyllis Zingelman
Mr James & Ms Karin Zuehls

WTS Students by the Numbers

277
Total enrollment in 

all programs

242
Ordination track 

enrollment

52
Home Synods of 

all students

35
Home states

34
Present address

states
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WHAT HAVE YOU BEEN UP TO?
Since graduating from Wartburg, I’ve been a pastor 
in the Southeastern Iowa Synod: first as associate 
pastor at Grace Lutheran Church in Davenport; then 
moving just a few miles north to Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Pleasant Valley; then to Iowa City as an As-
sistant to Bishop Michael Burk, where I focused on 
candidacy, first-call theological education, rostered 
leadership support, and worship. Since leaving the 
synod office, I served as pastor in Adel, a small and 
growing community just west of Des Moines, met 
and married my husband—which added three adult 
stepchildren and four grandchildren (plus another on 
the way) to my life. 

WHAT IS IT LIKE RETURNING TO WARTBURG? 
There’s a striking familiarity in being back at Wart-
burg as well as an unfamiliarity about being here as a 
staff member rather than as a student. It’s almost as 
if echoes of decades ago crash into the voices and en-
ergy that fill the halls today. Echoes such as remem-
bering sitting in Craig Nessan’s office talking about 
whether I could finish my internship; the first time I 
heard Winston Persaud mention cricket as a theolog-

ical construct; music in the chapel—the hushed, rev-
erent sound of a multitude of voices singing harmony 
and fading into silence and the solitude of playing the 
piano when I needed to pray about something trou-
bling me; my summer Greek class and our near-ob-
session with πρόβατον (sheep); Kristin Johnston’s ev-
er-present bottle of water in the chapel (which was a 
new experience for me); the memory of four students 
in a Blair House apartment kitchen cooking a Nor-
wegian dinner together; the feeling in my stomach 
every time I preached in class; the joy of friendships 
and laughter. Voices and energy today are similar to 
those years ago, but they address topics that are both 
similar to and different from the topics we were pas-
sionate about 25 years ago. Added to all that is a mix 
of encounters with students and faculty members in 
the in-between years—endorsement interviews, syn-
od events, my occasional visits to Wartburg. 

Being here again has a surreal quality of déjà vu and 
new experiences, combined with a hope that my time 
at Wartburg in this new position will bring joys and 
growth as meaningful as those in my years a student 
here. 

Getting to Know Rev. Julie Higgs
A Q&A WITH THE NEW DEAN OF CHAPEL AND DIRECTOR OF LEARNING FOR LIFE
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ON SERVING IN DUAL ROLES AS DEAN OF CHAPEL 
AND DIRECTOR OF LEARNING FOR LIFE
I’ve done a fair amount of continuing education since 
becoming a pastor—some fabulous, some less so. 
Most opportunities included some sort of worshipful 
component—perhaps a brief devotion at the begin-
ning of the day, other times a quick prayer. But the 
opportunities that have been most meaningful to me 
have been those where worship didn’t feel obligatory 
or like an add-on, but rather was part of the heart 
and soul of the education event. I think I experienced 
this most profoundly in the last year when I co-facil-
itated several courses focusing on faith and racism. 
Worship very intentionally began and ended every 
gathering, daily prayer practices between sessions 
were expected, and the conversations in the learning 
itself often drew us back to the connection between 
the issues and our faith, including considering how 
our policy positions were consistent or inconsistent 
with what we hear, proclaim, and do in worship. 

Our conversations in class were shaped by what we 
were doing in worship, and what we did in worship 
was shaped by what we were learning in our class-
es. There was an integration of learning and worship 
that enriched both. Other educational experiences 
don’t always express that integration and can rein-
force the misunderstood sense of so many Christians 
that our Christian faith and everything in the rest of 
our lives live in separate boxes rather than funda-
mentally shaping one another.  

Just as the centrality of worship was formative for me 
as a student learning to be a leader in the church, 
so too I believe that any education the church offers 
needs to be centered in worship as well. 

WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FORWARD TO MOST?
I have loved being a congregational pastor. When I 
served as an assistant to the bishop I missed the reg-
ular rhythm of planning weekly worship so much that 
it was a primary reason I returned to a congregational call.  

This new position pulls together for me what I loved 
most in congregational ministry with what I loved 
most in synodical ministry. 

In the congregation—planning worship and working 
with people both to craft and lead worship faithful-
ly as well as helping them grow through ongoing in-
volvement in Christian education across all ages—all 
in service of current and future leaders and, there-
fore, of this church.

And in the synod—working with candidates and first-
call pastors, as well as getting to help plan and expe-
rience “big” worship services, with processions and 
gifted musicians and tremendous visual artists. 

WHAT IS ONE THING THE WARTBURG COMMUNITY 
SHOULD KNOW ABOUT YOU?

I’m a lifelong learner myself, and I’m a practitioner, 
not an academic. And I believe what the Rev. Dr. 
Ralph Smith taught me decades ago: 

Ralph’s Rubric: There is no one right way to worship. 

But in any given time and place, some ways are more 
faithful than others.  

I think that’s probably also true about providing 
opportunities for people to learn throughout their 
lives—that there’s no one right way to teach or to 
learn, and there’s no one right topic that we all should 
learn about. But in any given time and place, some 
ways are more faithful than others. In this time and 
place, it is a privilege to get to help provide opportu-
nities for worship and for learning that are faithful 
both to who we are and to what we need to learn 
about in this time and place. 
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Wartburg Seminary Institutional Support
SYNODS, CONGREGATIONS, FOUNDATIONS, AND BUSINESSES
Wartburg is blessed by the support of congregations, businesses, and other organizations. 

This listing honors their generous gifts for the day-to-day operations of the seminary as well as funding for scholarships, 
new initiatives, or other designated and endowment funds.  

East Central Synod of Wisconsin ELCA
ELCA
ELCA Fund for Leaders in Mission
Greater Milwaukee Synod - ELCA
Immanuel Community Vision Foundation
Lilly Endowment Inc
Nebraska Synod - ELCA
Northwest Synod of WI - ELCA
Siebert Lutheran Foundation
South-Central Synod of Wisconsin - ELCA
Southeastern Iowa Synod - ELCA
Streng Family Fund 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
American Association for the Advancement  
   of Science
Asociacion Para La Educacion Teologica  
   Hispana
Central States Synod - ELCA
Central/Southern IL Synod - ELCA
Franklin I & Irene List Saemann Foundation
Fred & Esther Ehlke Endowment Fund
Grace Lutheran Church, Woodstock, Illinois
Harold and Grace Kurtz Fund
Metropolitan Chicago Synod - ELCA
Northeastern Iowa Synod - ELCA
Northern Great Lakes Synod
Northern Illinois Synod - ELCA
Schroeder-Smith Scholarship Fund
Southwestern Texas Synod ELCA
St Andrews Lutheran Church, Mahtomedi,  
   Minnesota
St John Lutheran Church, Antigo, Wisconsin
St Paul Lutheran Church, Davenport, Iowa
W C Weidner Memorial Trust
Christ Lutheran Church, Sedona, Arizona
Conlon Construction Co
E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter Foundation
Gerald R Kleinfeld Charitable Fund
Henry Treede Designated Fund
Jeannine Rivet & Warren Herreid Donor  
   Advised Fund
Jefferson Prairie Lutheran Church, Poplar  
   Grove, Illinois
Marie A Melchert Memorial Endowment Fund
St Olaf Lutheran Church Foundation, Fort  
   Dodge, Iowa
Sugar Creek Lutheran Church, Elkhorn,  
   Wisconsin
Trinity Lutheran Church, Fort Atkinson,  
   Wisconsin
Western Iowa Synod - ELCA
William & Barbara Weiblen Family Fund
Allan and Erline Sager Family Fund
Arkansas-Oklahoma Synod - ELCA
Cottrell Inc
Eggerling Endowed Scholarship Fund
Eleanore M Solberg Fund

Erwin and Isla Herdahl Fund
Esther & Carl Merklein Foundation Inc
First Lutheran Church, Lafayette, Louisiana
First Lutheran Church, Poy Sippi, Wisconsin
First Lutheran Church, Conroy, Iowa
Flomar Thanksgiving Fund
La Crosse Area Synod - ELCA
Lorri J Lobeck & David L Shelstad Charitable 
   Fund
Love of Christ Lutheran Church, Weslaco,  
   Texas
Olga Hart Education Foundation
St Matthew Lutheran Church, Princeton,  
   Illinois
Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod - ELCA
Ascension Lutheran Church Foundation,  
   Thousand Oaks, California
Bob and Mildred Herder Fund
Christ Lutheran Church, Hot Springs Village,  
   Arkansas
Clifford C Remmenga Student Scholarship  
   Fund
Dean Family Fund
Douglas and Karen Horstmann Donor 
   Advised Fund
Epiphany Lutheran Church of Carbondale,  
   Illinois
Faith Lutheran Church, Odebolt, Iowa
First English Lutheran Church, Peoria, Illinois
First Lutheran Church, Topeka, Kansas
Fred & Ada Folkers Endowment Fund
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Cedar Rapids,  
   Iowa
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Creve Coeur,  
   Missouri
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Cresco, Iowa
InFaith Community Foundation
Lakeview Lutheran Church, Madison, 
   Wisconsin
Normanna Lutheran Church, Dunn Center,  
   North Dakota
Our Saviors Lutheran Church, Sun Prairie, 
   Wisconsin
Premier Bank
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Bettendorf, Iowa
Rev Richard N & Catherine A Rehfeldt Donor  
   Advised Fund
Ronald R & Janice R Walter Living Legacy Fund
Salem Lutheran Church, Peoria, Illinois
St John Lutheran Church, Sumner, Iowa
St Johns Lutheran Church, Dubuque, Iowa
St Johns Lutheran Church, Grand Mound,  
   Iowa
St Johns Lutheran Church, Bellevue, Iowa
St Paul Lutheran Church, Tama, Iowa
St Peter Lutheran Church, Dubuque, Iowa
Susan and Norman Friedrich Fund

Theophilus Schaff Endowment Fund
Trinity Lutheran Church, Bruning, Nebraska
Trinity Lutheran Church, Pleasant Valley, Iowa
Windsor Heights Lutheran Church Foundation
Zion and Calvary Parish, Winter, Wisconsin
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Dysart, Iowa
Alliant Energy Foundation Inc
American Lutheran Church, Ashland, Nebraska
Bethany Lutheran Church, West Branch, Iowa
Bethesda Lutheran Church, Carson, North  
   Dakota
Community Foundation of Greater Dubuque
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Gackle, North  
   Dakota
First Lutheran Church, Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Peshtigo,  
   Wisconsin
Ivan F & Deloris M Hunter Endowment Fund
Jim and Cathy Phelan Family Charitable Fund
Klauer Manufacturing Company
Lisa D Parker & Rod Hanze Fund
Mary Scott Memorial Scholarship Fund
Michael J & Marilyn J Knilans Charitable Fund
Our Savior Lutheran Church, Pinehurst, Idaho
Seeds of Faith Foundation
St James Lutheran Church, Johnston, Iowa
St John Lutheran Church, Owatonna, Minnesota
St John Lutheran Church, Pomeroy, Iowa
St Johns Lutheran Church, Grinnell, Iowa
St Johns Lutheran Church, Mendota, Illinois
St Lukes Lutheran Church, Waukesha, 
   Wisconsin
St Paul Lutheran Church, Cedar Falls, Iowa
St Paul Lutheran Church, Neenah, Wisconsin
St Paul Lutheran Church, Palmer, Iowa
St Pauls Lutheran Church, Dixon, Illinois
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Laramie,   
   Wyoming
United Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
   Zumbrota, Minnesota
Wartburg Seminary Endowment Fund
AmazonSmile Foundation
Augustana Lutheran Church, Genoa,Nebraska
Benevity Community Impact Fund 
Bethany Lutheran Church, Brodhead, Wisconsin
Burcham Hills
C&D Aden Charitable Fund
David Thoresen Fund
Emanuel Lutheran Church, Dayton, Iowa
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
WELCA, Rugby, North Dakota
Experienced Roofing
Faith Lutheran Church, Eldridge, Iowa
Faith Lutheran Church, Andover, Iowa
First English Lutheran ChurchWELCA, 
   Platteville, Wisconsin
Geisler Brothers Company
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Geneva D Bahr & Geraldine W Bahr-Lambert  
   Charitable Fund
Grace Lutheran Church, Kewaunee, Wisconsin
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Newton, Iowa
Hope Lutheran Church, Elkader, Iowa
IBM Matching Grants Program
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Minonk, Illinois
Immanuel Lutheran Church WELCA,
   Compton, Illinois
Lutheran Church of the Cross, St Petersburg,  
   Florida
Mildred M Harms Charitable Fund
Moscow Lutheran Church, Austin, Minnesota
Northeastern Iowa Synod WELCA, Decorah,  
   Iowa
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Outing, 
   Minnesota

Our Saviors WELCA, Waubay, South Dakota
Perry Lutheran Church WELCA, Mt Horeb,  
   Wisconsin
Pontoppidan Lutheran Church, Ellendale,  
   Minnesota
Red Barn Patron Fund
St Andrew Lutheran Church WELCA, Canyon  
   Lake, Texas
St James Lutheran Church WELCA, Forreston,  
   Illinois
St James Lutheran Church WELCA, Allison,  
   Iowa
St John Lutheran Church, Deshler, Ohio
St John Lutheran Church, Olin, Iowa
St John Lutheran Church WELCA, Sumner, Iowa
St John’s Lutheran InvestmentCommittee,  
   Dundee, Iowa

St Matthews Lutheran Church, Monticello, Iowa
St Paul Lutheran Church, Bouton, Iowa
St Pauls Liberty Lutheran Church, Deerfield,  
   Wisconsin
St Pauls Lutheran Church, Volga, Iowa
St Peter’s Lutheran Church, Loganville,  
   Wisconsin
St Stephen Lutheran Church, Wausau, Wisconsin
Truman Landers Schrage Fund
Zion Lutheran Church, Mohall, North Dakota
Zion Lutheran Church, Kewanee, Illinois

“I walked into seminary with many fears but one solid 
reassurance: I am supposed to be here. The community I 
have experienced here has allowed me to find a new sense of 
belonging and peace.” “
TORI RICHARD, MASTER OF DIVINITY STUDENT

We are deeply grateful to all our alumni and friends for their ongoing generosity and support. Please note that every effort has been made to list names of 
donors accurately, but mistakes do happen. If there is an omission or errror, please contact the Development Office so we can correct our records. 
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Wartburg Seminary Legacy Support
TOWER COMMUNITY

The Tower Community of Wartburg Theological Seminary recognizes with gratitude those supporters who have made a 
commitment to the seminary through a planned gift. These promised gifts enable us to walk into the future of theological 

education with ambitious visioning and transformative initiatives. An asterisk (*) is used to indicate new members.

Rev Kenneth H & Mrs Lois Ahntholz
Mr Donald Ahrens
Rev Victor & Ms Patty Andersen
Rev Dennis Andersen
Rev Tammy S Anderson
Mr Rodney C Anderson
Rev Ginger Anderson-Larson & Rev Keith  
   Larson
Rev Carole Andres
Rev Beverly Jo Arnold
Rev David H & Mrs Ruth Assmus
Rev Kerry & Ms Karen Aucker
Mr John & Ms Jennifer Augustine
Rev Victor A & Mrs Marian Baderschneider
Dr James & Mrs Judith Bailey
Rev Leon & Mrs Janet Bauer
Rev Dr Paul & Mrs Rae Bauman
Rev Thomas T Baumgardner
Mr Kenneth Becker
Mrs Ellen Behrens
Rev Myrin D & Mrs Audrey Bentz
Mrs Dorothea Berke
Ms Bernadean Bichel
Rev Eric A & Ms Carolyn Biedermann
Rev Vernon D Bigalk
Mr Dale & Ms Mary Bjerning
Rev Steven & Ms Gayle Blyth
Rev Kathy J Boadwine
Rev Craig W & Mrs Christine Rode Borchardt
Rev Philip Borleske
Mr Richard Bouton
Mrs Dorothy Bowen
Rev Norman & Mrs Kathryn Braatz
Rev David & Rev Gwen Brandfass
Rev Susan R Briehl & Rev Martin Wells
Mrs Ruth Briehl
Rev Dean & Mrs Kari Brockmeier
Rev Gail Brodersen-Heins
Dr Victoria Brundage
Dr Durwood & Mrs Dona Buchheim
Rev Paul F & Ms Karen Bulgerin
Rev George J & Mrs Mareke Campbell
Rev Harry C Carlson
Rev Jeanell Carlson-Bjorkman
Rev Alan & Mrs Kellee Casillas
Rev Margaret Casper
Rev James & Mrs Judith Ann Cherry*
Ms Frances Christenson & Mr Larry Hunt
Rev Karen Church & Mr George J Rohrer
Ms Judy Clark
Rev Dan & Ms Robyn Clark-Bridges
Ms Cheryl C Coates
Rev Dr Norma Cook Everist & Rev Burton  
   Everist
Mr Nick & Rev Sarah Cordray
Dr Stephen Cornils

Rev Dr David Cox
Ms Linda W & Mr Lawrence C Davis
Rev Dr Andrea DeGroot-Nesdahl
Rev Wayne L & Mrs Melody Derber
Rev William F Derrick
Ms Annamarie DeYoung
Rev Dr Dennis & Ms Karen Dickman
Mr J Daniel & Ms Judith Diekhoff
Rev Thomas H & Mrs Gay Dodd
Rev Donald & Rev Gloria Keiser Dovre
Rev R Reuben & Ms Darlene Drefs
Rev M Richard Druckrey
Rev Elizabeth Druckrey Stempinski & Mr  
   Gerald Stempinski
Ms Rita & Mr David Dudley
Rev Donna R Durrette
Rev H Wade & Ms Holly N Dutton
Rev Linda & Mr Mike Easterling
Rev Robert & Rev Karen Edwards
Rev Tim Eighmy
Rev Ted H Eilders
Mr James B & Ms Marci Ellison
Rev Caroline E Engelbrecht
Mr Paul K Erbes
Rev Gary J & Mrs Patricia Erickson
Rev Gorden R & Mrs Rikka Estenson
Rev Duane R Everson
Rev JoAnn & Mr John Fabie
Mrs Genevieve Fabrizius
Rev Dr Roger W Fjeld
Rev Charles J Fluegel
Rev Jay A & Ms Julie Ford
Rev Dr Cynthia Forde-Beatty
Rev Kathryn Franzenburg & Dr William Davis
Mr Dale E & Mrs Bonnie Freberg
Rev Ronald J Freimark
Rev Brenda Frelsi
Rev John E & Ms Ruth Friedli
Rev Susan & Mr Norman Friedrich
Rev Dr Ann Fritschel
Ms Barbara Fritschel
Rev Eldor M Fruehling
Rev Dr James Fruehling
Rev James A & Ms Nancy Fuller
Ms Sally Fuller
Rev Jeffery Steven & Mrs Renae Gallen
Rev Robert Garton
Rev Eugene A & Ms Elvira Gauerke
Mr William G & Ms Lois Geiger
Rev Kathy Gerking & Mr Andy Johnson
Rev James H & Ms Karen Gerth
Rev Kenneth D & Mrs Yvonne Gibson
Rev Dr Samuel Giere & Bishop Amy Current
Rev Larry J Giese
Ms Susan K & Dr Noel Giesecke
Rev Mark A Gilderhus

Rev Jeff & Ms Jennae Giles
Bishop Michael & Ms Terrie Girlinghouse
Rev Carl W Glamm
Rev Rebecca Goche & Ms Cheryl Goom
Rev Jerome G & Mrs Jane Godson
Rev Calvin & Mrs Donna Goerdel
Mr Dale & Ms Susan Goodman
Rev Gary & Ms Maxine Goodson
Rev Myron & Mrs Florence Grams
Rev Glen H & Ms Shirley Gronlund
Mrs Dorothy Gronlund
Rev Thomas Groth
Ms Ruthann J & Mr Darrel J Gunderson
Rev Richard L & Ms Diane Halom
Rev Roy & Ms Margaret Hammerling
Rev John M & Ms Barbara Hanisch
Rev Daniel C & Ms Donna Hansen
Rev Kurt & Ms Susan Hansen
Rev George L & Ms Janet Hanusa
Rev Arlyn J & Mrs Millie Hausmann
Mr Tom & Ms Nancy Heavey
Rev Peter & Ms Susan Heide
Rev Raymond & Ms Lynette Heidenson
Mr Donald & Ms JoAnne Heltner
Rev Dr Lawrence & Ms Kathy Henning
Rev Bennett J & Ms Patricia Henrikson
Rev Jennifer & Mr Jerry Henry
Rev Steve & Ms Julie Herder
Ms Bernice Herder
Rev Eimo Eldon & Ms Patricia Hinrichs
Ms Beverly L Hoege
Ms Elizabeth Hoeger
Rev Roger & Ms Freda Hoffman
Mr & Mrs Ronald Hoffman
Rev Dr Leonard & Mrs Cathy Hoffmann
Rev Charles R & Rev Magdalene R Holm-Roesler
Ms Barb Holwegner
Mr David L & Ms Joyce Horstmann
Mr Doyce F Huebsch
Mr Frederick A Hueners
Mr Gerald Hulslander
Rev Judith L & Mr Terry Huseth
Rev Dr Delvin D & Ms Trudy Hutton
Rev Michael & Ms Linda Ide
Rev Jay Ilten
Rev Harvey J & Ms Gloria Jaeger
Rev Thomas & Ms Stacey Jenkins
Rev James K & Ms Nona Jensen
Rev Kevin Jensen & Rev Carla Nelson
Ms C Joyce Johnsen
Mr David L Johnson
Ms Lora Lee Johnson-Berke & Rev Steven Berke
Rev Jane & Dr Presley Johnston
Rev & Mrs Thomas C Jones
Mr Myron O & Ms Terrie Jordahl
Dr Ralph Jung



Page  31   |   LifeTogether + Annual Report

Mr Morris Kalgaarden
Rev Randall & Ms Donna Kasch
Rev Robert M & Ms Betty Keller
Mr John & Ms Barbara Keller
Rev Karl O & Ms Carol Kessler
Rev Marvin Ketterling & Ms Avis Julaine  
   Halverson
Rev Danith & Ms Paulette Kilts
Rev Brian & Ms Jennifer King
Rev Bonny Kinnunen
Ms Kristin C Kirchner
Dr Gerald R Kleinfeld
Rev Jean & Dr James Kloss
Rev Wolf Knappe
Rev Barbara J Knutson
Ms Dorothy Konst
Rev Ronald G & Ms Mary Ellen Koplitz
Rev Scott Kramer & Dr Minjing Wu
Mr Donald & Ms Julie Kuhlman
Mr Paul & Ms Karen Kuhlmann

Mr Harold & Ms Grace Kurtz
Rev Neil S & Ms Rose Kvern
Ms Gail Lampley
Rev Beverly D Lange-Donnella
Ms Hanna M Langholz
Rev David N & Ms Judy Larson
Rev William O & Ms Toni Lawson
Ms Sally & Mr Glen Lee
Rev Russ & Ms Susan Leeper
Ms Judie Lehman
Rev Robert F Lehmann
Mr John A & Mrs LaVonne M Leonard
Rev Janet & Mr Dan Lepp
Rev Gary J & Ms Jodee Liedtke
Mr R Daniel & Ms Suzanne M Lienau
Rev Neil R & Rev Nell Lindorff
Rev Lloyd Lockhart
Rev Stephanie Lorenz & Rev Brad Dokken
Mr Thomas C & Ms Sandra A Lother
Rev Paul R & Ms Victoria Lovestrand

Rev Mark S & Ms Nancy Luepke
Rev Karen A Lundwall
Rev Lyle C Lutz
Rev Dr Charles H & Ms Pauline Maahs
Mr Dale & Ms Barbara Mahnke
Mr Walter E Malkewitz
Mr Richard D & Ms Tamara Mark
Rev F Noreen Meginness
Rev Carla Meier & Rev H Gaylon Barker
Rev Marino Melsted
Ms Arlene Meyer
Rev Dr Nelson & Ms Shirley Meyer
Rev Steve Meysing
Rev Lloyd L & Ms Janet Miller
Rev Dr Lyle & Ms Sonja Miller
Ms Judy A Miller
Rev Dr Melvin A & Ms Linda Miritz
Rev Kathy Montira
Mr J Duane & Ms Audrey Mortensen
Ms Fayth Mueller

Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri, 
& Oklahoma
Stephen Phelps
stephen.phelps@elca.org 
314-703-6949

Gulf Coast Texas & Louisiana
Lizbeth Johnson
lcjohnson@lfsw.org 
713-775-1595

Illinois
Tim Urness
tim.urness@elca.org 
331-444-3120

Iowa
Mike Klinefelter
mike.klinefelter@elca.org 
402-943-7272

Nebraska
Sarah Callahan
scallahan@lutherangiving.org 
402-342-5728

Northern Texas & Northern 
Louisiana
Daniel Cazac
dcazac@lfsw.org 
800-424-0447

Southwestern Texas
Deacon John Dellis
jdellis@lfsw.org 
830-305-2758

Wisconsin
Cynthia Halverson
cynthia.halverson@elca.org 
773-380-2572

HELP WITH YOUR LEGACY PLANNING

Wartburg Seminary has joined forces with the ELCA Foundation, Lutheran 
Foundation of the Southwest, and Lutheran Planned Giving Services of 
Nebraska to offer professional estate planning guidance and resources. The 
individuals listed below, together with the WTS Development Staff, stand 
ready to help you with your planned giving questions or dreams. 
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Ms Ann M Neher
Rev Layne & Ms Jennifer Nelson
Mrs Judith A Nelson
Rev Ethyl Mae Nelson
Rev Dr Craig L & Mrs Cathy Nessan
Ms Jane R Nessen
Rev Dr James Nieman & Rev JoAnn Post
Ms Stella Nieman
Rev Rodney Nordby & Ms Nancy Anderson
Mr John Nydegger
Rev Mark & Ms Linda Nygard
Rev Jerry R O'Neill
Mr Matthew O'Rear
Rev Mark & Ms Nancy Oehlert
Rev Peggy Ogden-Howe & Mr Henry Howe
Rev David Ethan Olson & Mr Rick Torres
Dr Daniel L Olson
Rev Beth Olson & Rev Bob Gremmels
Rev Dr Stanley & Mrs Nancy Olson
Rev Erik & Ms Jessica Olson
Rev Thomas & Ms Gail Opoien
Rev Jack A & Ms Kathy Ottoson*
Ms Mary Anne Parker
Ms Jeanne & Mr Steven Parsons
Rev Robert & Ms Leda Patrick
Rev Dr Leo H & Ms Linda Patterson
Rev Michael & Ms Lisa Peck
Rev Jon & Ms Sonya Pedersen
Rev David A & Ms Karen Pederson
Rev Dr Winston & Dr May Persaud
Mr Alexander C Persaud
Ms Carmen Peter
Rev Carl W & Ms Marlene Peters
Dr Richard & Mrs Marge Peters
Rev Lyle W A & Ms Barbara Peterson
Rev Mary Ellen Peterson & Mr Joel Lindemann
Rev S Kim Peterson
Mrs Jean Peterson
Rev Wayne & Ms Irene Pfannkuch
Rev Frank & Dr Janet Philipp
Rev Jim & Rev Elizabeth Polanzke
Rev Dr Robert & Mrs Darlene Rademacher
Mr James & Ms Gail Raffel
Rev Barbara Rapp
Ms Carol & Dr Clifford Rask
Rev James Rasmus & Mrs Martha Stoune-Rasmus
Mr Carl & Ms Valerie Rausch
Sr Ruth Ellen Rebelein

Rev David & Mrs Lucille Redman
Dr Jack F & Mrs Shirley Reents
Rev James E & Ms Karyl Reents
Rev Michael Rehak & Ms Pira Mueller
Mr Jon Reynolds*
Rev Dr Jan Rippentrop Schnell & Dr Steven  
   Rippentrop
Rev Dr George & Ms Betty Roleder
Rev Dr Richard W Rouse & Ms Beth Lewis
Ms Jean J Ruege
Ms Kitty Ruosch
Rev Kermit & Ms Doris Rye
Rev Dr Allan H & Mrs Erline S Sager
Rev Paul H & Mrs Eileen Schaedig
Rev Roland & Mrs Barbara Schaedig
Rev Ronald & Mrs Else Schardt
Rev Merlin & Ms Jill Schlichting
Rev Jonathan & Rev Jean Schmidt
Rev Curtis C & Dr Jean Schneider
Rev James & Rev Susan Schubert
Ms Emily Schuh
Rev Alton W & Mrs Mary Ruth Schwandt
Rev Dr Laura B Schwerin & Mr John Cimral
Rev Sonja Selboe
Ms Patricia & Mr David Shaffer-Gottschalk
Rev Patricia Shaw
Dr Robert & Dr Becky Shaw
Rev Arhiana Shek Dill & Mr Nathan Dill
Rev David L Shelstad & Dr Lorri J Lobeck
Rev Charles  & Ms Annette F Sheppard
Rev Michael & Mrs Kathe Sherer
Rev Stephen Sherer
Rev Peter L Sherven
Mrs Marian Shrader
Rev Kathleen Shuck & Mr James Kluding
Mr Andre Sjaavaag & Ms Mary Rowland
Dr Cynthia Smith
Dr Lynn C Smith
Ms Mary E Smith
Rev Dr David & Mrs Diane Solberg
Mr Arlyn A & Mrs Joanne Solberg
Rev Nancy & Rev Neal Solomonson
Rev Harris & Mrs Carol Sonnenberg
Rev Harry C & Mrs Shirley Sorensen
Rev John H & Mrs Sharon Sorenson
Mr Alan Sorenson
Rev Renee & Rev Jonathan Splichal Larson
Rev Daniel L & Mrs Beth Stalker

Rev Dr Elizabeth A Stein & Mr Andrew Stackel
Rev Christine & Mr Daryl Stienstra
Mr Wayne & Ms Eileen Stordahl
Rev William R & Mrs Carol Straka
Mr William P Streng
Mr William & Ms Janet Striepe
Rev Barbara Stroud-Borth
Rev Craig & Mrs Karen Swenson
Mr Ronald & Ms Sandy Thiel
Rev Kenneth D & Ms Cynthia Thiele
Rev Luther & Ms Paula Thoresen
Rev Ray & Mrs Deborah Sue Tiemann
Rev Steve & Rev Karen Tjarks
Rev Steven M & Mrs Susan Trandem
Ms Faith & Mr Don Trapp
Rev Patricia J Turner
Rev Lisa A Ubbelohde
Rev Steven & Ms Ruth Ullestad
Rev Dr April Ulring Larson & Rev Judd Larson
Rev Gregory J & Ms Gwen Uthus
Rev Don D Vlasak
Rev Edward J & Ms Margaret Volkmann
Rev Robert T & Ms Marcy Voss
Mr Mike & Ms Deb Wagner
Rev Linda Walz
Rev Wendy & Mr William Riley Waugh
Rev Arthur R Weiss Jr
Rev Donald & Mrs Janet Wendt
Rev James & Ms Nancy Wenger
Rev Robert G & Ms Marge Wessels
Rev William & Mrs Nancy Wiederanders
Rev Timothy & Mrs Lorene Wiggins
Rev Charles A & Mrs Ute Wilfong
Rev John C & Ms Phyllis Wilker
Dr James E & Ms Gracia C Willis
Ms Sonja & Mr Harley Willmert
Rev Carl & Ms Cheryl Witt
Rev Janet Peele Wold & Mr Alan R Wold
Rev Karl Wolf
Rev William & Mrs Karen Wrieden Jr
Rev Dr Katharine & Rev Dr Ronald Yarnell
Rev Edgar A & Mrs Verona Zelle
Rev David & Mrs Kristine Zellmer
Rev Casey & Rev Lucinda Zesch
Mrs Arleen Ziemer
Ms Geraldine A Zimmerman

TOWER COMMUNITY SUPPORT, CONT’D
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TRUSTING GOD’S PROMISE | INTO GOD’S FUTURE | FOR THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD

More information coming soon!
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What Makes Seminaries Grow?

It should not be all that surprising 
that Asbury Theological Seminary, 
founded in 1923 in the Kentucky 
Bluegrass town of Wilmore, some 17 
miles southwest of Lexington, would 
be a force for disruptive innovation. 
Its stately neo-Classical campus –
serving more than 1,600 students 
representing 44 denominations and 
dozens of countries – belies a tradi-
tion of innovation established by its 
founder, Henry Clay Morrison, and 
sustained by seven successor pres-
idents and a second campus in Or-
lando, Florida.

Asbury is one of seven accredited 
seminaries that, according to the 
Association of Theological Schools, 
have generated enrollment growth 
consecutively over at least the past 
five years. The schools are Asbury; 
Midwestern Baptist Theological Sem-
inary in Kansas City, Missouri; North-
ern Seminary in Lisle, Illinois; Shep-
herds Theological Seminary in Cary, 
North Carolina; Sioux Falls Seminary 
in South Dakota; Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louisville, 
Kentucky; and Wartburg Theological 
Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa.

While their individual fall 2020 head-
count enrollments ranged from less 
than 300 to more than 3,300, the 
seven schools together saw total 
student headcount increase by 43.5 
percent over five years. Every school 
saw the percentage of students go 
up by at least double digits. Sioux 
Falls, which has rebuilt itself on com-
petency-based education and creat-
ed a subscription-based tuition mod-
el, saw an increase of 186 percent, 
going from 172 students in 2015 to 

492 last fall. Midwestern’s enroll-
ment nearly doubled from 1,196 stu-
dents in 2015 to 2,397 last fall.

Most reported record applications 
for admission during the 2020-21 
pandemic with leaders noting that 
it was a good “transition time” for 
prospective students to reconsider 
their vocations and enroll in online 
courses.

None of these seminaries attracted 
their students from a “growing” de-
nomination. In fact, five are affiliated 
with denominations that saw mem-
bership declines over the past five 
years. One is affiliated with a denom-
ination that reports stable member-
ship, and one is independent.

Midwestern and Southern are 
Southern Baptist, Northern is Ameri-
can Baptist, and Sioux Falls is affiliat-
ed with the North American Baptist 
Conference. (Sioux Falls’ Kairos Proj-
ect brings in other faith traditions as 
well.) Although officially nondenom-
inational, Shepherds has indepen-
dent Baptist roots. Wartburg is affil-
iated with the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America. Asbury is an in-
dependent evangelical seminary in 
the Wesleyan tradition.

What did they do that enabled the 
growth? What common character-
istics do they have? Interviews with 
presidents and chief admissions offi-
cers explored the reasons for growth. 
What they have in common, sem-
inary leaders stressed, is disci-
plined and focused development 
of strengths and a “niche,” and not 
on copying other seminaries. All 

stressed the importance of serving 
the church by training pastors and 
leaders for the local congregations. 
Beyond that, seven other common 
characteristics emerged.

1) STRONG, ENGAGED PRESIDENT
Each seminary has a president who is 
engaged in recruiting by speaking at 
churches and conferences, produc-
ing podcasts and radio broadcasts, 
and writing blogs, books, and arti-
cles. Strong presidential leadership 
includes media visibility that makes 
the public aware of their seminaries. 
Albert Mohler, president of Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, has a 
blog and daily podcast called “The 
Briefing.” He has written nine books, 
numerous articles and is frequently 
quoted in the secular media. “If the 
president of the institution does not 
see the recruitment of students as a 
personal responsibility, the seminary 
will not flourish,” Mohler said. “From 
the beginning, I have seen that as 
one of my primary responsibilities.” 
Southern’s enrollment has gone up 
23 percent over the past five years, 
increasing by 636 students.

For the last 12 years, Asbury has 
sponsored “Tennent Tours,” where 
the president travels around the 
country to meet with prospective 
students and donors to see firsthand 
the ministries of its alumni. “We also 
started a national conference known 
as ‘New Room’ as an outgrowth of 
our Seedbed publishing house,” said 
Tennent, who also produces a blog 
and several podcasts. “The confer-
ence brings together thousands of 
pastors and church leaders for re-
newal and worship.”

This article has been edited for length and reprinted with permission from In Trust magazine’s 
summer 2021 edition. It can be found in its entirety online at intrust.org/magazine

WHAT DID THEY DO THAT ENABLED THE GROWTH? WHAT COMMON CHARACTERISTICS 
DO THEY HAVE? INTERVIEWS WITH PRESIDENTS AND CHIEF ADMISSIONS OFFICERS 

EXPLORED THE REASONS FOR GROWTH.
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2) ACTIVE, SCHOLARLY FACULTY
All the presidents agree that their 
recruiting and visibility is fruitless 
unless their seminary has a strong 
faculty whose work also is accessi-
ble to prospective students. North-
ern Seminary’s Shiell said most of 
the “strong faculty” are visible with 
blogs, podcasts, and regular speak-
ing engagements. “We’ve kept a 
strong commitment to core faculty 
who are practitioners in their field 
and who are writing and publishing,” 
Shiell said. “We still feel students 
want to learn from an engaged and 
intellectually productive faculty 
member rather than from a generic 
program.” He noted that Northern’s 
recent market research supported 
that direction.

Kristine Stache, who served as inter-
im president of Wartburg Seminary 
from January 2020 to February 2021, 
notes the diverse range of media the 
faculty use and their commitment to 
engaging with prospective and con-
tinuing students. “Our faculty mem-
bers are not only out there doing 
speaking engagements, but they’re 
also on social media talking about 
their own work,” Stache said. “When 
students come for visits, they always 
meet with faculty, and often come 
because they formed a relationship 
with a faculty member who invited 
them into the community.”

Several schools cited the importance 
of recruiting faculty for mission, 
scholarly achievement, and area 
of discipline, and supporting those 
who want a more public profile for 
their intellectual and ministerial cap-
ital. Davey, who founded Shepherds 
Seminary in 2003, said the philoso-
phy was simple: “I believed that if we 
brought in the most qualified faculty, 
students would want to come.” That 
was his own experience. He went to 
Dallas Theological Seminary not for 
Dallas, but rather because the late 
Howard Hendricks was there, and 
he wanted to learn from the long-
standing professor and speaker for 
Promise Keepers.

“If you have the right faculty, stu-
dents will tell other students, ‘Hey, 

this is where you should go,’” Davey 
said.

3) INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS
Most of these seminaries offer a fully 
online master’s program that is pop-
ular and accessible. “The M.A. pro-
grams really appeal to a lot of peo-
ple seeking a theological education 
who are not certain they are called 
to be pastors and are hoping to have 
a flexible degree to enable ministry 
in many different forms,” South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary’s 
Pelton said.

Greg Henson, president of Sioux 
Falls Seminary and leader of the Kai-
ros Project, which brings together 
several schools, said that many stu-
dents are attracted to the school’s 
programs because they are afford-
able and accessible. He acknowledg-
es that many students do not plan 
to become pastors or paid church 
leaders.

“Our students come from an array 
of backgrounds,” he said. “We have 
doctors, real estate agents, fighter 
pilots, lawyers, and engineers, and 
we also have missionaries, church 
planters, and pastors. About half of 
our students are engaged in some 
kind of congregational ministry, and 
the other half are in a vocation out-
side the congregation. “We had a 
surgeon who was planning to move 
into the pastoral ministry, but about 
halfway through his program, he re-
alized, ‘Hey, this is about me becom-
ing a better surgeon, so I am going to 
continue being a surgeon.’”

4) EMPHASIS ON SPIRITUAL 
GROWTH AND DISCIPLESHIP
Some growing seminaries have cre-
ated programs that combine spiritu-
al growth and discipleship with their 
academic studies. Administrators at 
Shepherds and Sioux Falls both said 
they recognize that some of their en-
tering students are more interested 
in growing spiritually and discerning 
their vocation than they are in be-
coming ordained pastors.

Shepherds requires a one-year 
“Heart Study” program for all first-

year students and spouses. They 
have weekly meetings. “Students 
begin the year together sharing their 
detailed testimony with the group, 
then work each week with devotional 
materials addressing issues such as 
addictions, purity, anxiety, and love 
for one another,” Sigler said. “We 
are committed to helping men and 
women who not only know God’s 
Word but also live out a response to 
that knowledge.”
 
5) PROFESSIONAL ADMISSIONS 
STRATEGIES
Borrowing from other higher edu-
cation institutions, admissions offi-
cers at these schools have created a 
wide variety of techniques to reach 
out to prospective students. Jackie 
Baumhover, director for admissions 
at Wartburg, said the school uses 
customer management software to 
help. The headcount has grown from 
147 in 2015 to 236 last fall, a 60.5 
percent increase.

“I’m kind of a nerd when it comes to 
things like statistics and data analyt-
ics,” Baumhover said. “The more in-
formation I can pull out of our data-
base system, the better. I make sure 
I am tracking how and when I had a 
conversation with someone. I know 
whom I should be talking to and 
when. I get reminders two or three 
weeks after I talk with someone to 
check in and say, ‘Hi, how are you? 
What’s going on?’ So, I rely on apps, 
calendar-invites, social media, email, 
database work.”

Stache said that Baumhover focuses 
not only on the technology but also 
on developing relationships with 
prospective students. “She is accom-
panying them on their journey to 
discernment and helping them with 
their questions about what Wart-
burg has to offer to help with their 
formation,” Stache said. “She real-
ly is their companion, if you will, on 
that journey. And I think that helps 
students in the process of deciding 
where to go and what program best 
fits their needs.”

Smith at Sioux Falls also develops 
relationships with prospective stu-
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dents. “Part of my role is fielding in-
quiries and working with prospec-
tive students,” Smith said. “Seven 
out of 10 times, it’s a phone call 
saying, ‘I am interested in learning 
more about who I am and who God 
has called me to be’ as opposed to, 
‘Hey, I’m interested in getting li-
censed or ordained.’”

The coronavirus pandemic also 
prompted some of these schools 
to creatively seize virtual opportu-
nities to reach students. Northern 
Seminary, for example, created a 
virtual “Taste of Northern” day, said 
Kevin Armstrong, the director of 
enrollment. “We invite people to sit 
in on as many classes as they want 
for one day and feel welcome to 
participate,” Armstrong said. “We 
want to give people a door into the 
personality of our seminary.”
 
6) DOCTRINAL FOUNDATIONS
Some leaders believe their semi-
nary’s strong doctrinal foundations 
are a key to their growth. “The con-
servative theological convictions of 
this school have almost everything 
to do with the fact that the young 

people coming to study here want 
to come to a school that teaches 
these truths,” Mohler said. Kevin 
Bish, Asbury’s associate provost 
and vice president for enrollment 
management, noted Asbury’s “long 
commitment to historic Christiani-
ty” as a draw. “We want to message 
out that we’re not wavering on 
that,” Bish said. “We haven’t waf-
fled or had any challenges to who 
we are or what we represent.”

Davey said one of the draws to 
Shepherds is “our focus on the 
inerrancy and sufficiency of Scrip-
ture.” “We appeal to a conservative, 
evangelical constituency,” Davey 
said, “and they appreciate that we 
are focusing on these issues of Bi-
ble and theology.”

 7) AFFORDABILITY
Some seminaries have reduced 
tuition rates and the number of 
hours required for certain de-
grees, like the Master of Divinity, 
to make them more affordable. 
At these schools, per-credit-hour 
tuition ranges from $285 to $775. 
Sioux Falls restructured adminis-

trative costs, enabling a substantial 
reduction in its tuition, and it quit 
charging per class or per credit 
hour. “We charge a monthly sub-
scription price of $300,” Henson 
said. “Students are allowed to start 
and stop any month of the year.”

The two Southern Baptist seminar-
ies have reduced tuition by about 
15 percent for Southern Baptist 
students. And Midwestern offers 
a 50 percent scholarship to all res-
idential students who enroll in its 
“Timothy Track” mentoring pro-
gram.

Everyone agreed that there is no 
one “silver bullet” to make a sem-
inary grow. It has to result from a 
team effort involving the trustees, 
president, administrators, and sup-
port staff. Sioux Falls’ Henson sums 
it up this way: “If there’s anything 
we’ve done that has helped our 
growth, it is making theological ed-
ucation affordable, accessible and 
relevant while remaining faithful to 
Jesus Christ. You can apply those 
practices to any school.”

2016 – 2024
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Alumni Notes

‘51	
Rev. Wayne Eugene Bohling died on August 1, 
2021. He served Camano Island Lutheran Church, 
Camano Island; St. Peter’s Lutheran, Clinton; and 
Trinity Lutheran, Freeland, all in Washington.

‘77
Rev. Major (retired) Gary Barr has been appointed 
Rector of St. John’s Anglican Church Westphal, Dart-
mouth, Nova Scotia. He had been serving as Rector 
of the Anglican Parish of Port Dufferin, a position he 
had taken after his retirement from the Canadian 
Armed Forces with his final posting as Land Forc-
es Atlantic Area Chaplain in Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
During his service, he has been posted to the the 
UN mission on the Golan Heights, NATO mission in 
Kosovo, and has service in the Afghanistan conflict.

‘88
Rev. Steve Moberg retired from rostered ministry. 
He served Peever Lutheran Church, Peever; WIlmot 
Lutheran Church, Wilmot; and Zion Lutheran, Gat-
tetson, all in South Dakota.

‘20	
Rev. Connie Monson was ordained on August 1, 
2021. She has been called to serve First Lutheran 
Church, Rugby, ND.

Rev. Teresa Sutherlin was ordained on August 
14, 2021, at St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Garden City, KS. She has been called to serve St. 
John Lutheran Church, Russell, KS.

‘21
Rev. Sean Avery was ordained on June 11, 2021, 
at Christ the Servant Lutheran Church, Bellingham, 
WA. He has been called to serve as pastor of Joy 
Lutheran in Eagle River, AK.

Rev. Denise Berns was ordained on August 29, 
2021. She has been called to serve as pastor at 
Zion Lutheran Church in Gowrie, IA, in shared min-
istry with St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Rockwell City; 
Fulton Lutheran Church, Roelyn; and Church of Da-
mascus Road, Fort Dodge and Rockwell City.

Rev. Cassie Borges was ordained on August 7, 
2021, at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Duluth, MN. 
She has been called to serve as pastor of Viking 
and North Viking Lutheran Churches, Maddock, 
ND.

Rev. Rudy Flores was ordained on June 27, 2021, 
at Kinsmen Lutheran Church, Houston, TX. He has 
been called to serve as pastor of Messiah Lutheran 
Church, Aurora, NE.

Deacon Rebekah Forst was ordained on July 16, 
2021, at Holy Comforter Lutheran Church, Bel-
mont, NC. She has been called to serve Holy Com-
forter Lutheran Church.

Rev. Daniel Grainger was ordained on July 9, 
2021, at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Deco-
rah, IA. He has been called to serve as pastor at 
Christ Lutheran Church, Quincy, IL.

Rev. Andy Graves was ordained on June 24, 2021, 
at Fredsville Lutheran Church, Cedar Falls, IA.

Rev. Carrie Greenquist-Petersen was ordained 
on August 21, 2021. She has been called to serve 
as pastor of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Middleton, 
WI.

Rev. Tyler Hoey was ordained on July 24, 2021, at 
American Lutheran Church, Jesup, IA. He has been 
called to serve Grace Lutheran Church, Tripoli, IA.

Rev. Tamara Jacobi was ordained on July 31, 2021, 
at Augustana Lutheran Church, Hobart, IN. She has 
been called to serve as pastor at Cross of Christ 
Lutheran Church, Crown Point, IN.

Rev. Fredrick Klinker was ordained on Septem-
ber 9, 2021, at St. Martin’s Lutheran Church, Aus-
tin, TX. He has been called to serve St. James Lu-
theran Church, Graniteville, SC.

Rev. Michelle Knight was ordained on July 18, 
2021. She has been called to serve St. John Luther-
an Church, Pearl City, IL.

Rev. Thomas Kreis was ordained on July 11, 2021. 
He has been called to serve Luther Valley and Or-
fordville Lutheran Churches, Orfordville, WI.

Rev. William Ostrem was ordained on July 11, 
2021. He has been called to serve Trinity Luther-
an Church, Wausau, WI; and St. Peter Lutheran 
Church, Hamburg, WI.

Rev. Sergio Edson Rodriguez was ordained in 
September 19, 2021. He has been called to serve 
as pastor at Christ the King Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Houston, TX.

Rev. Timothy Stacy was ordained on August 8, 
2021.
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Ms. Susan Ebertz, Director 
for the Reu Memorial Li-
brary & Associate Professor 
of Bibliography & Academic 
Research, contributed a 
chapter to a book on Mul-
tivocational Ministry. The 
title of the chapter is “Find-
ing Quality Information for 
Multivocational Ministry.” 

The chapter encourages multivocational ministers to 
continual learn after graduation from seminary.

Rev. Dr. Nathan C.P. 
Frambach, Professor of Pas-
toral Theology, enjoyed lead-
ing a hybrid adult forum at 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 
in Hinsdale, IL, the focus of 
which was “Life Together: 
Practices of Silence, Solitude, 
and Contemplation in a Com-
munity of Faith.” Nate contin-

ues work on an essay forthcoming for a festschrift in 
honor of one of his former teachers, Professor Gary 
Simpson, the working title of which is “Encumbered 
Public Companion: Being Church Today by Holding 
Space and Ceding Place.” Finally, this fall (2021) Nate 
is chairing the search committee for an Assistant 
Professor of Homiletics at Wartburg Seminary.

Rev. Dr. Sam Giere had a lovely time preaching and 
presenting a series of lec-
tures, “Faith and the Recon-
ciled Imagination,” at the Fall 
Theological Conference of the 
South Dakota Synod, ELCA, 
19-21 September 2021.  He 
also has an article, “Faith: The 
Trajectory of the Prophets,” 
forthcoming from Lutheran 
Forum.  

Rev. Dr. Kristin Largen
contributed a chapter titled 
“Plurality and Salvation: 
Possibilities in Pannenberg’s 
Soteriology for Comparative 
Theology,” in the volume 
Theology for the Future: The 
Enduring Promise of Wolf-
hart Pannenberg, edited 
by Andrew Hollingsworth, 

published in fall, 2021.

Rev. Dr. Martin J. Lohrmann, 
Associate Professor of 
Lutheran Confessions and 
Heritage, co-edited a recent 
publication called Teach-
ing Reformation: Essays in 
Honor of Timothy J. Wengert 
(Fortress Press, 2021). It 
contains eighteen articles 
on Reformation history by 

an international collection of scholars. He worked on 
this book with his colleague, Dr. Luka Ilić, to honor 
their shared doctoral advisor. Dr. Lohrmann also 
contributed an article on Luther’s Small Catechism 
for the book and translated one of the other essays 
from German.

Rev. Dr. Craig L. Nessan
Publications: “Practicing 
Jesus Christ in Public, 
Embodying Resistance,” in 
Christine Helmer, Editor, 
Truth-Telling and Other Eccle-
sial Practices of Resistance. 
He also published “A Luther-
an Theology for Diakonia in 
North American Contexts” 

and “Liberation Theology and Diaconia: Methods of 
Learning,” in the International Handbook on Ecumen-
ical Diakonia. He spoke on “The Life and Legacy of 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer” at Bethel Lutheran Church in 
Madison, Wisconsin on Sunday, October 24.

Faculty & Staff 
Updates
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Rev. Dr. Winston 
D. Persaud, Prof. of 
Systematic Theology, 
Holder of the Kent S. 
Knutson and UELC 
Chair in Theology 
and Mission, and 
Director of the Cen-
ter for Global The-
ologies: via ZOOM, 

participated in an ecumenical/inter-seminary 
discussion on “U.S.-Mexico Borderlands 
Project,” 24/25/28 May 2021; served as the 
Assisting Minister in the Service of Word and 
Sacrament (11 July 2021) in which William 
Ostrem (WTS, MDiv. 2021) was ordained, 
Mount Calvary Lutheran Church, Rothschild, 
WI; via ZOOM, co-taught in a two-day (31 
July/7 August) Theological Intensive, “Liturgy 
and Worship: Scripture, History, Theology, 
and Practice,” for pastors, deacons, and lay 
leaders of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Guyana; was guest preacher at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, Mendota, IL (8 August).

Rev. Dr. Troy 
Troftgruben, pub-
lished an article (“The 
Ending of Luke Revis-
ited”) in the Journal 
of Biblical Literature 
this past summer, 
contributed to Augs-
burg’s 2021 Advent/
Christmas devotional 

Heaven and Nature Sing, and wrote several 
pieces for Sundays and Seasons: Preaching 
Year C 2022. He is currently working on an 
article for Word & World journal and a perco-
lating book project. Troy continues to serve 
as chair of Community Life at Wartburg and 
is part of the team working on the devel-
opment of Journey Together, a competen-
cy-based TEEM curriculum. 

Prolog week helped me get to 
know my classmates and their 
personalities. As a collaborative 
learner I appreciated getting 
to know the people in my class 
before I went back to Zoom. “
LANCE CREVIER, MASTER OF 
DIVINITY STUDENT
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Upcoming Events
November 16, 2021
Admissions Online Open House

December 5, 2021
Advent Lessons & Carols

January 11, 2022
Admissions Online Open House

February 15, 2022
Admissions Online Open House

March 18–20, 2022
Considering Your Call Weekend

April 18–20, 2022
Reformation and Reunion

Support Future Ministry Leaders
Give today using the enclosed envelope and your gift will go directly to the student scholarship fund!

GIVE ONLINE AT WARTBURGSEMINARY.EDU/GIVING-OPPORTUNITIES


